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To the Right Honourable the 

Lord Vifcomt Torrington 


My Lord, 

adven- 
tured to publifli 
World 
this iinall Proof 
of my Regard to the Me- 
mory of Yoy Noble Fa- 
ther, YoB^TLordfhip will 
allow me to claim Your 
A 2 Pro- 





ProteSion of a Work, 
which I fliould never have 
attempted without Your 
Affiftance. Y our Lordfliip 
furnifted me with the Ma- 
terials; You will be my 
Surety to the Publick for 
the Truth of the Fa£ts; 
and my greateft Encou- 
ragement to go about it 
proceeded frojuA the judi- 
cious Keniarks you com- 
municated to me, made by 
Yourfelf 04 t^e Scene of 
Adion, at early Age, 
which ufually tempts more 


dedication: 

to Pleafures, than to 
Thought and Obfemtion. 

You will perceive. My 
Lord, that I do not en* 
ter into the Policy of the 
Councils which produced 
the War I defcribe, my 
only Defign being to fliew 
what Orders the Admiral 
received, and how well he 
executed thethf'-^ 

But I hope the Reader 
will find one Satisfad:ion, 
that it wipe^ off an Aljper- 
fion throM^nr^out in thofe 
Days, and believed by many 

ever 

^ ■' X ' ■ ' ' 


D E D I CATION, 
ever fincej that the £»- 
Fleet, furprized that 
of Spain without any 
‘ Warning, and even con- 
trary to Declarations in 
which Spain confided with 
Security. 


I am, 

My Lo R .n, 

Tour LiOrdJhifs 


mofi ohdunt tumble Servant, 




T. C. 

X, 


THE 


P R E F A C E. 

H JB Writer of the following 
Sheets- little thought of enoer 
troubling the Publick under lie 
CharaBer of an Juthor. But 
the noble Lardy whofe Father is the SubjeB 
of thefe Memoirs, having favoured him 
with a Sight of feme of the Admiral's Ma- 
ntifcriptSy and other Original Paper Sy con- 
cerning his Expedition to Sicily, the Perufal 
of them gave him that inward Pleafurey 
which naturally drijet" in Minds touched 
with what regards the Honour of their 
Country, And the fame Principle led him 
to regret y that an Expedition fo well con- 
duSledy and fo much m the Peputation of 
the Britifli Flagy jh^uld be fuffered either to 
Jink by Length of ’Time into Obliviony or be 
left to an imperfeB and obfeure Relation of 
: : • . , it 
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it. among the common and general Tranfac^ 
tiom of the ‘Times ‘which feemed of Impor- 
tance fiificient to deferve an accurate and 
diflinSt Account of it. Thefe Sentiments, 
joined ‘with a great RefpeSt for the Memory 
of the Admiral, to whom be owed the bigbeji 
Obligations, put him upon attempting a Task 
that was worthy of a better Hand. But 
though thefe were his Mothes to the Work, 
Fidelity to Truth has been his foie Guide in 
the ConduSt of it. It is the only ^dlif ca- 
tion of an Hiforian he pretejtds to-, it is 
the only ‘Thing he dares think commendable iH 
the Performance-, and the Reader may be 
affured, that no Confiderations whatfoever 
could induce or tempt him to magnify any 
Maris CharaSler, at the E}<^nce of his own. 

The Reader is defined to obferve, that the 
New Style is ufef\throughout the Book, as 
well in Domejlick ^foreign TranfaSlions, 
for the fake of Uniformhyfn the Dates, and 
to render the Narrative lefs perplexed. 

An 



G.F THE \ 

Britijh F l e e t to S i c i l V? 

In the Years 1718, 1719 and 1720. 

S H E Treaties of Utrecht and 
Baden did not procure that 
firm and durable Peace, 
whicEi Emepe wanted after 
a War of fuch univerfal Ruin. The 
original Caufe of the Quarrel remain- 
ed ftill undetermined, and, in the opi- 
nion of all Men, • w^d be .one day 
a Source of farth^Troubles. The 
Emperor could 'frdt be brought to re- 
nounce his Pretenfions to the Crown 
of Spain j and King Bhilip refuftd to 
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cor firm to that Prince the Provinces 
difenembered from him in Italy and 
Flanders y on any other Condition. 
All that the inrerpofing Powers, who 
laboured towards their Reconciliation, 
could efFed, was, that the Emperor 
conlented to evacuate the Principality 
of Catalomay with the I fles of Major- 
ca and Iq;ifa ; and the King of Spain 
agreed to a Ceffation of Arms in 
Italy, and the adjacent Ifles, fituated 
in the Mediterranean Sea, until a ge- 
neral Peace fliould be made. 

In this condition of Affairs, the 
Emperor lent an Army into Hungary 
againft the Turks, who had invaded 
the Dominions of the Venetians, his 
Allies. The Pope, to whom Wars 
of that kind ^are always agreeable, 
obtained repea'^d * Affurances from 
the King of Sfm, both by Let- 
ters, and by DecIaT^tions from his 
Ajnbaffador at Fome, “ that he would 
not undertake any «thing againft 

“ the 
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5 ' thclnterefts of the Emperor, whilfi: 

his Arms were employed in fo rcli- 
“ gious a Caufe j and would even 
aid the Venetians with a Squadron 
of Men of War and Galiies.” For 
which Purpoie he obtained from the 
Court of Rome an Indult for raifing 
extraordinary Subfidies on the Eccle- 
fiaftical Revenues in Spin and the 
Indies. Accordingly in the Year 
1716, he fent out a fmall Squadron 
of fix Men of War and five Gallies, 
which arrived too late in the Levant j 
to be of any Service to the Venetians ^ 
who had before fuftained a naval 
Combat with the Turh, and had ah 
moft finiflied the operations of the 
Campaign. But, the next year, the 
the Spaniards made- filch extraordinary 
Preparations by "Sea and Land, as 
gave a Jealouiy, that, inflea’d of pafi 
fing up the hemant to the Affiftance 
of the Venetians, they had a defign to 
make fome Conqueft thenifelves in 
B z the 
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tke Medkerranem. The Event jufti- 
fiei the Sufpicion. A ftrong Squa- 
dron of Men of War, widi about 
5000 Land Forces, commanded by 
the Marquis de Lede^ failed from Bar- 
celona the loth July 1717, and 
landing at Cagliari in Sardinia, made 
a fpeedy and entire Gonqueft of that 
I {land, which belonged to the Em- 
peror, and was in no good condition 
of Defence. The World was fur- 
prized, and exped:ed the King of 
Spain s Reafbns for fo extraordinary 
a Procedure. The principal Motives 
alledged by that Court were, “ their 
" Refentment of the unfair Dealings 
“ of the * Archduke, in the Execu- 
“ tion of the Treaty for evacuating 
Catalonia and Majorca, by deliver- 
“ ing up the Tpwns to the Inhabi- 
‘‘ tantsj’ which had nut the King of 
Spain to great trouble and expence 

« in 

* They had mt , then ackmwkdged him U he Emfe^ 
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" in reducing thofe People^ to Obe- 
dience.” To which was added, 
“ the Arreft of the Inquificor General 
‘ f of Spain at Mjlany as he was paffing 
“ through that Country with aPalTe- 
port from the Pope.” But whatever 
unfairnefi {if any) had been pradis’d 
by the Emperor on Occahon of the 
Evacuation, it was long antecedent to 
the Pr-omife the King of Spain had 
made, not to rnoleft the Ernperor, 
whilft he was at War with the Turks. 
And the detention of a fingle Subje6t 
was too weak a Ground for a Pro- 
ceeding of fuch Violence. But, that 
Prince promifitig to proceed _ no far- 
ther againft the Emperor, and to 
“ fuipend all Operations, in order to 
give time and opportunity to the 
Powers of Europe to think of Mea- 
fures for reconciling their Differen- 
“ ces, and {ecmihg the Tranquillity 
and Balance of Power in Italy P" k 
gave oecafion to England and France y 
B 3 who 
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who we|je Guaranties of the Ncutrali- 
- ty oE^haty) (and the former engaged 
befides in a defenfive Alliance with 
the Emperor) “ to concert together 
fuch Terms of Accommodation 
between the Emperor and the 
King of Spain, as ftiould be equal- 
“ ly advantageous and honourable to 
both, fupply the Imperfedions of 
the Treaties of Utrecht 3.nd Baden, 
and eftablifti on a more iblid Ba- 
fis the Tranquillity of Europe ; with 
“ a refolution of compelling by Force 
that Party which fhould refufe to 
accede to thofe Stipulations, and 
thereby obflrud the general Good.” 
This gave Birth to that famous Trea- 
ty, called, the Quadruple Alliance, 
by which the Emperor was to re- 
nounce all Pretenfions to the Crown 
of Spain (a point King Philip had ex- 
ceedingly at heart) ^nd to part with 
Sardinia to the Duke of Sa^v^’, . in 
lieu of which, the Duke was to far- 

’ render 
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render Sicily to tHe Emperor. The 
Succeffion to the Dutchies of Tufca- 
nj, Parma a.nd Placentia, which the 
Queen of (of the Houfe of 

Famefe) claimed by Inheritance, in 
default of Male Iffue, was to be fet- 
tled on her eldeft Son. But Spain 
being diflatisfied with this Partition, 
and continuing to make very formi- 
dable Preparations by Sea and Land, 
without any regard to the Entreaties 
and Admonitions of England and 
Frame, th.Q Kin^ ordered a ftrong 
Squadron of Ships of War to be fit- 
ted out for the Sea. The Marquis 
de Montekon, Ambafiador of’ Spain 2Lt 
the Court of England, being alarmed 
at thefe Preparations, and reprefent- 
ing in a Memorial, . dated the i 8 th 
of March 1718,^ “ that fo powerful 
an Armament, in time of Peace, 
“ could not but caufe Umbrage to 
“ the King his Mafter, and alter the 
good Intelligence that reigned be- 
B 4 tween 


Expedition to Sicily, 

“ tween the two Crowns.” The 
King anfwered, “ That it was not 
his Intention to conceal the Subject 
« of that Armament, and that he 
defigned foon to fend Admiral Byng 
with a powerful Squadron into 
ihs Mediterranean Sea; in order to 
« maintain the Neutrality of Italy 
againft thofe who fhould feek to 
^^'diilurb it.” 

■ The Ships being got to their Ren- 
dezvous at Spthead, Sir George Byng 
repaired down to Portfmouth to take 
them under his Command. ' The 
King’s Inftru£lions to that Admiral 
were, * “ upon his Arrival in the 
dtterranean, to acquaint the Court 
“ of Spain j and likewife the Viceroy 
“ of Naples 3 and the Governor of 
“ MilaUi that he vTas fent .inro that 
“ Sea, in order to promote all Mea- 
fures that might be^^ contribute to 
the compofing the Differences ari- 

‘‘ fen 


^ Appendix. 
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fen between the two Crowns, and 
for preventing any farther Viola- 
^‘'tion of the Neutrality of Italy, 
" which he was to fee prefer ved. 
" That he was to make Inftanccs 
with both Parties to forbear all 
" A^ls of Hoftility, in order to the 
fetting on foot and concluding the 
" proper Negotiations of Peace. But 
in cafe the Spaniards iliouid ftill in- 
to attack the Emperor’s Ter-' 
" ritory in Italy, ot to land in any 
“ part of Italy for that purpofe, or 
“ Ihould endeavour to make them- 
felves Mafters of the Ifland of Si- 
cily, which muft be with? a Dc- 
“ fign to invade the Kingdom of 
“ Naples, he was then with all his 
" Power to hinder and obftrud the 
" fame. But if they were already 
" landed, he was to endeavour ami- 
“ cably to difTtiade them from pcr- 
fevering in fuch an Attempt, and 
to offer them his Afliftance to 

“with- 
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“ withdraw their Troops, and pat 
an end to all farther Ads of Ho- 
ftility. But if his friendly Endta- 
vours fliould prove ineffedual, he 
was then to defend the Territo- 
ries attacked, by keeping company 
" with, or intercepting their Ships or 
‘‘ Convoys, or (ir necejflary) by op- 
poling them openly.” 

The Admiral failed the 15 th of 
June, 1718, from Spitheady with 
twenty Ships of the Line of Battle, 
two Firelhips, two Bomb-VelTels, a 
Holpital-Ship, and a Store-Ship. Be- 
ing got into the Ocean, he fent the 
Kupert to Lhhon for Intelligence, and 
arriving the 5 oth off Cape St. Vincent y 
he difpatched the Superhe to Cadiz, 
with a Gentleman who carried a 
Letter from him to * Colonel Stan- 
hope, the King’s Envoy at Madrid, 
wherein he denred that Minifter to 
acquaint the King of Spain with his 

^ ISIgw Lord Harrington, 


Arri- 
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Arrival in thofe Parts, in his way to 
the Mediterranean^ and to day before 
h^ the Inftrudions he was to ad: 
under with his Squadron, of which 
he gave a very ample Detail in his 
Letter. The Envoy fliewed the Let- 
ter to Cardinal Mlermiy who upon 
reading it, told him with fome 
Warmth, « That his Mafter would 
“ run all Hazards, and even fulFer 
“ himfelf to be driven out of S^akiy 
“ rather than recall his Troops, or 
“ confent CO any Sulpenfion of 
« Arms:” adding " That the Sfa- 
niards w;ere,mot to be frightned, 
and he was fo well convinced of 
“ their Fleet’s doing their Duty, that, 
“ if the Admiral fhould think fit to 
“ attack them, he fljould be in no 
" pain for the Succefi.” Mr. Stan- 
hope having in hjs Hand a Lift of 
the Britijh Squadron, prayed his 
Eminence to perufe it, and to com- 
pare its Strength with that of their 

own 
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own Squadron, which the Gardinal 
took, and threw on the Ground with 
much Paflion. Mr. Stanhope, with 
great Temper, defired him “ to com 
‘‘ fider the iincere Attention the 
King his Mafter had always had 
to the Honour and Intereft of his 
Catholick Majefty, which it was 
'' impoflible for him to give grea- 
“ ter Proofs of^ than he had done 
by his unwearied Endeavours thro’ 
the whole courfe of the prefent 
Negotiation, to procure the mofl: 
advantageous Conditions poffible 
for Spain, in which he had fuc- 
ceeded even beyond what any un- 
prejudiced Perfon could have ho- 
‘‘ ped for 5 and that, tho’ by the 
“ Treaty of Utrecht for the Neutra- 
“ lity of Italy, which was entered 
“ into at the Requeft of the King 
“ of Spain himfelf, as alfb by that of 
Wejlminjier the z 5 th of May 1 7 1 (? , 
his Majefty found himfelf obliged 
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** to defend, the Emperor’s Domi- 
nions when attacked, he h^d hi- 
• ";<^herto only aded as a Mediator, 
i. **' tho’ ever fince the Enterprife againft 
“ Sardimaj by his Trearies he be- 
** came a Party in the Wary and for 
this Year laft paft had been ftrone- 
“ iy Galled upon by the Emperor to 
comply with his Engagements ; 
“ and that even now, when it was 
impoilible for him to delay any 
longer the lending his Fleet into 
the Mediterranean, it plainly ap- 
« peared by the Admiral’s Inftrud- 
“ tions, which he communicated , to 
his Eminence, and by the Orders 
he had himfelf received, that his 
“ Majefty had nothing more at heart, 
“ than that his Fleet ^ might be em- 
“ ployed in protftoting the Interefts 
“ of the King of Spain ; and hoped, 
“ his Catholick Majefty would not, 
by refufing to recall his Troops, 
“ or conlent to a Ceflation of Arms, 

put 
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« puc it out of his Power to give all 
the Proofs -of the fincere Friend- 
“ fliip he always defired to cultivafe^ 
** with his Catholick Majefty.” AfT 
that the Cardinal could be brought 
to promile, was, to lay the Admiral’s 
Letter before the King, and to let 
the Envoy know his Refolution upon 
it in two Daysj but it was nine be- 
fore he could obtain and fend it 
away, the Cardinal probably hoping 
that the Admiral would delay, in ex- 
pedation of it, in Ibme of the Ports 
o£ Spain j and thereby give time for 
their Fleet and Forces to lecure a 
good Footing in Sicilj, The An- 
swer was wrote under the Admiral’s 
Letter in thefe Words, ‘‘ His Catho- 
lick Majefty has done me the Ho- 
nour to tell mf. That the Cheva- 
« lier Byng ma.y execute the Orders 
« which he *has froln the King his 
“ Mafter. Efcurial, 15 July. 1718. 
The Cardinal Alberoni.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Stanhope feeing thifigs tending 
to a Rupture, gave private and ear-^ 
of his Apprehenfions to ' 
-^flc EngUjh Confuls and Merchants 
' fettled in the Spamfi Sea-port Towns, 
advifing them to guard and fecure 
their ElFeds againft any danger of a 
Breach between the two Crowns. 

The Admiral pur firing his Voyage 
with unfavourably Winds, it was the 
8 th of July before he inade Cape 
Spartely where the Superhe and Rupert 
rejoined him, and brought him Ad- 
vice of the mighty Preparations the 
Spaniards had made at Barcelonay and 
of their Fleet failing from thence the 
1 Sth of June to the Eaflward. In 
paffing by Gibraltar , Vice-Admiral 
Cornwall came out and joined him 
with x!at Argyk Charles Galley. 

The Squadron wanting Water, and 
the Wind continuing contrary, they 
anchored off where ha- 

ving compleared their Watering in 

four 
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four Days, they proceeded to Mi- 
norca, where the Admiral was to land ^ 
four Regiments of Foot, whichr^,^\ 
carried out from England, in order tiy ., 
relieve the Soldiers there in Garrifon, 
who were to embaik and ferve in the 
Squadron. On the z 5 d of July he 
anchored with the Squadron oif 
fort Mahon. Here he received Ad- 
vice, that the Sfanip Fleet had been 
fcen the 30 th of June within forty 
Leagues of Naples, Steering S. E. 
upon which he difpatched away Ex- 
prefles to the Governor of Milan, 
and Viceroy of Naples, to inform 
them of his Arrival in the Mediter- 
ranean', and having ibifted the Gar- 
rifons of Minorca, he failed from 
thence the a 5 th of July, and arrived 
the 1 ft of Augufl In the Bay of Na- 
ples. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the Joy 
of thofe People, at the long wifti’d- 
for Sight of a Fleet, which alone 
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could alTure their Safety. They had 
been under the greateft Terrors, ex- 
^;::^e;ding that the prodigious Arma- 
' f ment of Spain would have fallen up- 
on that Kingdom ; and though their 
Fears were relieved for the prefent, 
by the Delcent of the Spaniards into 
Sicily, yet the Rapidity with which 
they had over-run the greateft part 
of that liQand, and a realonabie Suf- 
picion, that the Duke of Sa^oy would 
not much expofe his Troops to de- 
fend the Remainder of a Country, 
which, by the Ternas of the Qua- 
druple Alliance, was to be taken 
from him, and given to a Potentate 
whofc Power in Italy he dreaded, 
made them look for the Enemy foon 
in Naples, where, the ftrong Party 
that had appeared amongfl: the Sici- 
lian Nobility for Spain, made them 
apprehend, that '’no lels a Faction 
would rile in their Favour, upon 
their invading that Kingdom, where 
, C the 
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the Germans had but Twelve (feme 
lay Eight) thouland Men, and the 
whole Country was ill provided 
Defence. The common People in- . 
deed were generally in the Intereft 
of the Houle of AuJ^riaj which Was 
greatly owing to the prudent Go- 
vernment of the Marlhal Count 
Daun their Viceroy, a Man endowed 
with all the Qualities fit for that 
high Employment, and the lame Per- 
Ibn who defended Turin fo well, when 
it was befieged by the 'Duke of Or- 
leans in lyotj, ’till it was relieved 
by the Duke of and Prince 

Eugene. He was of a courteous and 
affable Dilpofition, but exa^f and 
fteddy in the Adminijflration of Juf 
tice, by which means he had liip- 
prels’d the Bandittr who uled to in- 
feft the Country-, and had. put a fiop 
to the Murthers that were lb fre- 
quent in the City, not fuffering the 
Churches to exercife their infamous 

' Claim 
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Claim of Sanduary for fuch flagi- 
tious Crimes. He did not indeed 
-'iffed that Shew of Grandeur which 
rhe Italians are fond of; but as his 
frugal manner of living freed him 
from the ^ Neceflity of opprefling 
them, lb there was never . any Com- 
plaint of that kind againfl: him. He 
was very zealous for the Interefts of 
his Mailer, which he promoted by 
juft and wife Meafures ; and a cer- 
tain Conformity of Manners, where- 
in he and the Admiral refembled 
each other, begat fuch a quick Con- 
fidence and Friendlhip between them, 
as helped to carry on the Servijce of 
the common Caufe with unulual 
Harmony ^d Dilpatch. 

The Fleet felling with a gentle 
Gale into the Bay of Naples, con- 
filling of Twenty-one Sail of the 
Line of Battle,-, rfioll of them great 
Ships, and three of them hearing 
Flags, afforded fuch a Spedacle as 
C 2. had 
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had never been feen in thofe Parts 
before. The whole City was in a 
Tumult of Joy and Exultation. T hs 
Shore was crowded with Multitude^ : 
of Coaches and People 5 and fiich 
an infinite number of Boat;s came olF, 
fbme with Provifions and Rcfrclh- 
ments, others out of Curiofity and 
Admiration, that the Sea between 
the Fleet at Anchor and the Shore, 
was litterally covered. 

The Viceroy being incommoded 
with the Gout> fent Colonel Count 
Hamilton to msks his Compliments 
to the Admiral, and to let him 
know the feeble Condition he was 
in, but that nevcrthelels he intended 
to come off, and make him a Vific. 
The Admiral returned the Civility 
by his Firft Captain, who waiting on 
the Viceroy, told him, the Admiral 
was Icnfible of the Honour he in- 
tended him, but defired he would 
not give himfelf the trouble, elpe- 

f cially 
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cially as he was ill, and that he 
*would immediately wait on his Er- 
cellency. The Admiral going afliore, 
attended by the Flag-Officers and 
Captains in their Boats, was fainted, 
at his Landing, by all the Cannon 
round the City and Caftles, and was 
carried to the Duke T>e Matalone's 
Palace, pleafantly fituated by the Sea- 
fide, which had been prepared for 
his Reception during his Stay as 
Naples. From thence he was con- 
duced to Court through an infinite 
Throng of People, with the grcateft 
Acclamations of Joy, and all the 
Honours and Ceremonies paid to a 
Viceroy i where entering into Con- 
ference with Count Vaun, he learnt 
that the Spanijh Army, confifting of 
about 30000 Mdi, commanded by 
the Maicpais Ve Ledey had landed the 
ad of July in" Sicily , and had fbon 
made themfelves Mafters of the City 
and Caftles of Palermo^ and of great 
- C 3 part 


Expedition to S ICI LY. - 

part of the Ifland j that they had ta- 
ken the Town of Mejpna, and werd* 
then carrying on the Siege of the Ci- 
tadel; that the Viceroy did not 
know, how far the Piedmontefe Gar- 
rifon was to be depended on, but 
that they muft foon be obliged to 
furrender, if not relieved. That the 
lafl: Letters he had received from 0 - 
ema gave hopes, that the King of 
Sicily might be entered by this time 
into a particular Alliance with the 
Emperor, having defired the Aflif- 
tance of his Troops, and agreed to 
receive them into the Citadel. The 
next Morning the Viceroy vifited the 
Admiral, and renewing their Con- 
ference on the Meafures to be taken 
in that Conjundure of Affairs, it 
was agreed, that The Viceroy fliould 
fend General Wet %4 with 2.000 Ger- 
man Foot in Tartans 'to Meffina, to 
relieve the Citadel, and Fort St. Sal- 
*vador'y and, as the Admiral was di- 

\ reded 
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reded by his Orders to obftrud any 
Attempts of the Spaniards on Sicily ^ 
he confented to take thofe Troops 
under his Protedion j and according-r 
ly, the Traniports being got ready, 
he Med with ithem the <jth of 
gufl from Naples j and arrived the 
pth in view of the Fare of Mejpna, 

Here the Admiral paufed. He 
law with trouble a new War rekind- 
led in Europe by the Ambition of 
Spain. He weighed with Thought- 
fulnefi the Confequences of his In- 
ftrudions, which made a Rupture 
with that Nation unavoidable, if 
they perfifted in their Enterprkze on 
Sicily, and being ardently defirous of 
trying every Method ■ of . Negotiation, 
before he proceeded x.o the Extremi- 
ty of his Orders, "he dilpatched away 
Captain Saunders, his Firft Captain, 
to Meffina, with a Letter to the Mar- 
quis 1)e Lede, acquainting him, ‘‘ that 
the King his Matter being enr 
C 4 ^ « gaged 
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“ gaged by ieveral Treaties to prc- 
“ ierve the Tranquillity of Italy ^ had 
honoured him with the Command 
of a Squadron of Ships, which he 
had (ent into thofe Seas, and that 
he came fully empowered and in- 
ftruded to promote fuch Meaiures 
“ as might bell accommodate all 
Differences between the Powers 
' ‘‘ concerned. Thar bis Majefly was 
employing his utmoii Endeavours 
to bring about a general Pacifica- 
tion, and wiis not without hopes 
‘‘ of Succefs ; he therefore propofed 
to him to c(Sme to a Ceilation of 
Arms in Sicily for two Months, 
in order to give time to the fevc- 
ral Courts to conclude on fiich 
“ Refolutions as might reftore a laft- 
ing Peace.” But added, that if 
he was not fo happy to fucceed in 
this Offer of his Service, nor to 
be inftrumental in bringing about 
fo defirable a Work, he fliould 

then 
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‘‘ then hope to merit his Excellen- 
cy’s Efteem in the Exeeution of 
the other part of his Orders, which 
were, to ufe all his Force to prc- 
vent farther Attempts to difturb 
the Dominions his Mafter ftood 
engaged to defend.” The next 
Morning the Captain returned with 
the General’s Anfwcr, « that it would 
be an inexpreflible Joy for his Per- 
fbn to contribute to fb laudable an 
End as Peace, but as he had no 
Powers to treat, he could not of 
Confequence agree to any Sufpen- 
“ fion of Arms, even at the Expence 
" of what the Courage of his Mailer’s 
Arms might be put to, but fliould 
‘‘ follow his Orders, which direded 


him to feize on Sfcily for his Maf 
ter the King 6 f Spain. That he 
had a true Senfe of his accomplilh- 
ed Expredfons, but his Maftef’s 
Forces would always be univerfal- 
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“ ly elbemed in facrificing them- 
** felves for the Prefervation of their 
'- Credit, in which Cafes the Suc- 
“ eefe did not always anfwer the I- 
“ deas that were formed/* 

The Admiral had received Intelli- 
gence, that the Sfmlp '¥\tQX, weighed 
from (which is a Road at the 

Entrance of the Harbour of Meffina) 
the day before his Arrival off the Fare, 
which made him Conclude, that they 
were retired to Malta j and therefore, 
upon receiving the Marquis s An- 
(wer, he immediately weighed, with 
an Intention to come with his Squa- 
dron before Mejjmay in order to en- 
courage and fupport the Garrifon in 
the Citadel; but as he ftood in about 
the Point of the Fare towards Mejfi- 
na^ he few two ofothe Spanijh Scouts 
in the Fare, and being informed at 
the feme time by fe Feluccay which 
came off from the Calabrian Shore, 
that they few from the Hills the Spa- 

nijb 
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Fleet lying by, the Admiral al- 
tered his Defign, and fending away 
general Wetzel with German 

Troops to Reggio, under the .Con- 
voy of two Men of War, he flood 
through the Fare with his Squadron, 
with all the Sail he could, after their 
Scouts, imagining they would lead 
him to their Fleet, which according- 
ly they did-, for before Noon he had 
a fair Sight of their whole Fleet lying 
by, and drawn into a Line of Battle, 
confiding of 2.7 Sail of Men of War, 
Cnall and great, befides two Fire- 
fliips, four Bomb-Veffels, feven Gal- 
lies, and feveral Ships laden with 
Stores and Provifions, commanded 
by the Admiral Don Antonio de Cajla- 
mta, and under hirij four Rear-Ad- 
mirals, Chacon, Mari, Guevara and 
Cammock. On the Sight of the E«g- 
lijh Squadron, 'they ftood away large, 
but in order of Battle. The Admi- 
ral followed them all the reft of that 
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day, and the fucceeding Night, with 
fmall Gales NEtly and fbmetimes 
Calm, with fair Weather. The next 
Morning early (the nth) the 
'■ being got pretty near up with them, 
the Marquis de Mari ^ Rear-Admiral, 
with fix S^anijh Men of War, and ail 
the^ Gallies, Hrefliips, Bomb-Veflels 
and Storelhips, feparated from their 
main Fleet, and flood in for the Si- 
cilian Shore, upon which the Admi- 
ral detached Captain Walton of the 
Canterbury with five more Ships after 
them, and the Argyle and Canterbury 
getting within Gun Shot of the head- 
moft Ship about fix in the Morning, 
the Arg^ie fired a Shot to bring her 
to, which flie not minding, the Ar- 
gyle fired another, md the Canter- 
bury being fometking nearer, fired 
another, upon which the Spanijh 
Ship fired her fiern* Chace at the 
Canterbury^ and then the Engage- 
ment began. The Admiral purfu- 
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ing the main Body of the Sfanijh Fleet, 
the Captain Falkm^amy and 

thj£ Grafton j Czpmn Haddock, came 
up jfirll .with them, about ten of 
the Clock, at whom the Spamards 
fired their ftern Chacc Guns. The 
Admiral lent Orders to thofe two 
Ships not to fire, unleG the Spamards 
repeated their firing, which they do- 
ing, the Orford attacked the Santa 
Rofa oi 6 4.Gu.nSj and took her. The 
St. Carlos o£ 6 o Guns ftruck next, 
without much Oppofition, to the 
Kent, Captain Matthenvs. The Graf- 
ton attacked warmly the Prince of 
Afiurias of 70 'G uns, formerly ^called 
the Cumherland, in which was Rear- 
Admiral but the Bredah and 

Captain coming up, Captain Had- 
dock h£t that Slrip 'much fliattered 
for them to take, and ftretched a 
head after anothei: Ship of Guns, 
which had kept firing on his Star- 
board Bow, during his Engagement 
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with the Prince of Ajiurias. About 
one of the Clock the Kent, and foon 
after the Captain Majier, 

came up with and engaged the Spa- 
nijh Admiral of 74 Guns, who with 
two Ships more fired on them and 
made a running Fight until about 
three, and then the Kent bearing 
down upon him, and under his Stern, 
gave him her Broadfide, and fell to 
hee'ward-, 2L{temzi6s the Superhe put- 
ting for it to lay the Admiral aboard, 
fell on his Weather Quarter, upon 
which the Spanijh Admiral fliifting his 
Helm, the ranged up under 

his Lee Quarter, on which he ftruck 
to her. At the lame time the Bar- 
fieur, in which was the Admiral, be- 
ing a-ftern of the Spanijh Admiral 
within Shot, and inclining on his 
Weather Quarter, Rear-Admiral Gue- 
*vava and another (jo Gun Ship, 
which were to Windward, bore down 
upon him, and gave him their Broad- 

fidcs. 
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fides, and then clapt upon a Wind, 
(landing in for the Land: The Ad- 
miral immediately tacked and flood 
after them, until it was almofl 
Night, but it being little Wind, 
and they galing away out of his 
Reach, he left ?purfuing them, and 
flood in to the Fleet, which he join- 
ed two hours after Night. The Ef- 
fex took the Jmo of 36^ Guns, the 
Montague and Rupert took the Pb- 
lante of 44 Guns, apd Rear-Admi- 
ral Dela<vali in Vorfetjhire, took the 
Ifahella of 60 Guns. This A6lion 
happened off Capt Pajfaroj at about 
fix Leagues diftance from the Shore. 
The EftgUfi received but little da- 
mage. The Ship that fuffered mod 
Was the Grafton, which being a good 
Sailor, her Gaptain engaged frveral 
Ships of the Enemy, always purhi- 
ing the Headnioft," and leaving thofe 
Ships he had dilabled or damaged, 
toi be taken by thofe that followed 
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him. The Admiral lay by fome days 
at Sea, to refit the Rigging of his 
Ships, and to repair the Damages 
the Prizes had fuftained and the 
i8th received a Letter from Captain 
Walton Account, that 

he had taken four Sfanip Men of 
War, one of Guns, command- 
ed by Rear-Admiral Mari, one of j 4, 
one of 40, and one of 24 Guns, 
with a Bomb-VejGTei, and a Ship la- 
den with Arms ; and burnt four 
Men of War, one of 5 4 Guns, two 
of 40, and one of 50 Guns, with 
aFirefliip and a Bomb-VefTel. 

The Captain was one, whole na- 
tural Talents were fitter for atchieving 
a gallant Adion, thandelcribing one, 
yet his Letter on this Occalion, car- 
ries in it fuch a Strain of military 
Eloquence, that it is worth inferring 
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Sir, 

We ha^e tahn and dejrojed all 
■ the Spanifh Ships and J^ejfels^ nvhich 
•were upon the Coajl, the Number as 
per Margin. I amj S^c. 

Canterbury off 

Syracufa^ \6ih. Augu^, G. Walton. 

1718. 

The Admiral having thus receiv- 
ed a full Account of the whole Tran- 
{aiflion, difpatched away his eldeft Son 
Mr. Bjng to England who arriving 
at Hampton- Court in fifteen days from 
Naples, brought thither the agreeable 
Confirmation of what publick Fame 
had before reported, and upon which 
the King had already written a * Let- 
ter to the Admiral with his own hand. 
Mr. Bjng met with a moft; gracious 
Reception from hss Majefty, who 
made him a handfome Prefent, and 
fent him back, with plenipotentiary 
Powers to his Father to negociate with 


^ See Appendix. 
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the feveral Princes and States of Italy 
as there fliould be Occafion, and with 
his royal Grant to the OjfEcers and 
Seamen of all Prizes taken by them 
from the Spaniards. 

The Condud of ’ Spaniards in 
the Adion of PaJfarOj did not an- 
fwer the Vigor of the Refolutions 
they had taken before it. Upon No- 
tice of the Approach of the EngUfi 
Squadron, they held a Confiiltation, 
in which the C^eftion was not, whe- 
ther they fliould fight or retreat, but 
in what Station they fliould exped 
them? Whether go out from MeJJlna 
to meet them, or pals through the 
Tare to the Southward, and lying by 
in order of Battle, receive them there ? 
Which latter Opinion prevailed. But 
when the Admiral came up near to 
them, they foon abandoned their Or- 
der of Battle, and falling into Confufion 
and Incertainty, whether to rcfift or 
fly, by doing neither, they became an 
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eify Prey, and the EngUjh might be. 
rather faid to have made a Seizure, 
than to have gotten a Vi(Sl:ory. There 
to indeed feme Difproportion in the 
Strength of the two Fleets, a Lift of 
both which is in the Appendix: But 
the Inequality was not luch as deter- 
red the Spaniards from a refolution of 
fighting, thoV it was but ill fupport^ 
cd afterwards in the Execution. But 
this Juftice is due to the Admiral Cafia- 
netay and to Rear-Admiral Chacony 
that they made as good a Defence 
with their own Ships as could be ex- 
pected, and the former Was wounded 
in both Legs. 

It was reported, that at a Conful- 
tation of the Spanijh Admirals, Rear-^ 
Admiral Cammock gave dais Opinion, 
that they ftiould remain at Anchor in 
the Road of Paradi[ey ' ranging their 
Ships in a Line of Battle, With their 
Broadfides to the Sea ; which Mea- 
furc would certainly have given the 
D z EngUfi 
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EngUjb Admiral infinite Trouble to 
attack them. For the Coaft there is 
fb bold, that their biggeft Ships could 
ride with a Cable aihore *, and farther 
out the Currents are fo various and 
rapid, that it would have been hard- 
ly pradicable to get up to them, but 
impoffiblc to anchor or lye by them 
in Order of Battle ;* Befides, they 
lay ib near the Shore, and could have 
received fuch Affiftance of Soldiers 
from the Army to mann and defend 
them j and the Annoyance the Spa- 
mards might have given from the 
feveral Batteries they could have 
planted along the Shore, would have 
been fuch, that the only way of at- 
tacking the Ships feemed to be by 
boarding and, grappling with them at 
once, to prevelit being caft off by 
the Currents, which would have been 
a very hazardous Undertaking, where- 
in the Spaniards would have had ma- 
ny Advantages, and the En^ijh Ad- 
- miral 


37 
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miral have run the Chance of dc- 
ftroying his Fleet, or buying a Vic- 
tory, if he iiicceeded, very dear. 

The Councils of Spain were at this 
time under the Management of two 
Italians^ the Queen and the ^4/- ' 
heroniy whom flie had raifed to the 
Dignity of Cardinal and Prime Mi- 
nifter. They had vaft Defigns in 
their View, and by fecret Intrigues 
with the King of Sicily and other 
Italian Princes and States^ had laid 
no iefs a Scheme, than to extermi- 
nate the Houfe of Aufiria arid the 
Imperial Power out of And 

it was thought to be owing • to the 
doubts they had of the Sincerity of 
the King of Sicily, that the Storm 
fell firfl; upon his Domjnions, which 
was intended elfewheTe. The Arma- 
ment they fitted out was fuitable to 
[■ the Greatnefs of the Undertaking; 
never any Nation fent to Sea an Ar- 
H my fo numerous, fb well appointed, 

I ■ D 5 and 
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and fo provided with all Neceflarics 
for a diftant Expedition j the leaft 
Implement was not forgotten. All 
which was owing to the indefatiga- 
ble Care of Von Jofeph Patinhoy a 
Man of great Abilities, who went in 
the Expedition, and had the abfolute 
Direction and Management of the 
whole Enterprize, except the mili- 
tary Command. The World was 
amazed to lee Spain exerting a Vigor, 
flie had not fliewn for above a Cen- 
tury paft. Some of the principal 
Prifoners, and Caftaneta himlelf, aC- 
fared the Admiral, that they intend- 
ed the Summer following to have 
at Sea 50 Sail of the Line of Battle; 
which the great Preparations in the 
Ports of Bifcay, and other Ports of 
Spaky^ made very probable. Thofe 
in Bifcay y which were one Man of 
War of 70 Guns, ’■and two of <?o, 
newly built, with an incredible Quan- 
tity of Timber, Pitch and Tar, and 


other 
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other naval Stores, for building more, 
were all deftroyed by an EngUjh Squa- 
dron, affifted by a Detachment which 
the Duke of Bernvkk (pared from his 
Army, at the Solicitation of Colonel 
Stanhope the En^ijh M'miktXj who 
contrived the Defign, and (erving 
as a Voluntier in the Enterprize, 
principally contributed to the Execu- 
tion of it. 

It fliould (eem but ill Policy in a 
Court, intent on fiich mighty De- 
figns, to provoke and irritate, with- 
out Cauie, a Nation the moft capa- 
ble in th^ World of thwarting and 
defeating them. And yet thBy (eem- 
ed to' make it a ftudied Point to vex 
and diftrcfs xhtEngUfo by all manner 
of Ways in their^ Commerce, info- 
much that their Trade with Spain 
was almoft ruined and loft. They 
demanded Arbitrary and heavy Du- 
ties from the EngUp Factories refiding 
in their Ports, from which the Trea- 
D 4 ties 
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ties exprefsly exempted them-, and 
upon refufal of Payment, their Hou- 
fes were fiirrounded by Soldiers, their 
Warehoufes and Chefts broken open, 
and their Goods fold at publick Out- 
cry. The royal Oificers ufod them 
with foch Injuftice and Infolence, as 
if they knew, they made their Court 
by doing fo. Every Poft brought 
Complaints to the EngUfi Minifter 
at Madrid^ of new Grievances and 
Oppreflions. The Memorials deli- 
vered to that Court for Redrefs were 
numberlefs, without the leaft Re- 
gard had to them. When any Tran- 
^Jortation of Troops was intended, 
they immediately Embargoed all the 
EngUfi Merchant Ships in their Ports, 
compelling their Matters, with great 
Circiimttances oF Severity, to enter 
into their Service, imprifoning them 
in common Goals, if they refufod, 
and obliging them to unload their 
Cargoes, tho’ pcriftiable, and con- 

figned 
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jfigned to other Markets. They pro- 
ceeded fo far in their unjuft Treat- 
ment, that their Cruizers brought 
into the Ports of S^ain whatever E»g- 
Ujh Merchant- Ships they met with in 
the open Sea, tho’ bound to Italy^ 
or other Parts, and compelled them 
to unload their Cargoes, and enter 
into their Service. Such as were not 
ufed by them for TranQ)orts, had 
their Seamen taken away to ferve in 
their Men of War. Rear-Admiral 
Cammock prefs’d no lefi than Six- 
ty for his own Ship, and one of 
the Mailers endeavouring to keep 
his Men, had both his Ears xut 
olF. The Battle of Paffaro was for- 
tunate to thofe poor People, for 
when the Iffue of it, was known, 
45 EngUlh Tranlports made their 
E&ape from Mejfina to Eeggto, feve- 
ral of them laden with Military 
Stores and Provifions j and their 
Mafters applying to the Admiral, he 
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granted them Convoy to the Ports 
in Italy where they defired to go j 
but Tome chofe to ftay and enter in- 
to the Emperor’s Service, to tranP 
port his Troops from Genoa and Ua- 
pks to Sicily, 

We left the Admiral at Sea, ga- 
thering together his Ships, which 
having done, he put into Syracufa 
the 1 5»th, where he found Captain 
Walton and his Prizes. Syracufa was 
at that time blocked up by a De- 
tachment of the Sfanijh Army, into 
which City Count Maffeiy the Duke 
of Savoy’s Viceroy, had retreated 
with difficulty from Palermo^ and had 
in the Place z numerous Garrifon. 
But the firft and principal Point of 
the Sfanijh General was to get Mef- 
Jina into his hTands, as the fefeft 
Port for their Fleet, and the moft 
proper Place to facilitate and fecurc 
the Conqueft of the reft of the 
Ifland, and ftom whence they de- 
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figned to tranfport their numerous 
Horfe, and the greateft part of their 
Foot, over to Cdahnay 2iXiA to have 
carried the War into the Kingdom 
of Napkf. The Citadel of Mejjma 
was defended by a Piedmontefe Garri- 
fbn, commanded by the Marquis 
J)'Andomo\ but the Duke of Savoy 
being unable to withftand the Siege, 
had folicited the Emperor for his 
Affiftance,' and a Convention was 
made between the Viceroy of Na- 
ples and the Count Pe Bourgue^ Re- 
fident of Savoy, whereby the former 
was to fend a Detachment of 
man Troops, to be admitted into the 
Citadel on joint and equal Terms of 
Command -, for which Service Baron 
Wetzel was difpatqhcd away with 
zooo Foot, as has been before rela- 
ted. But the Succefe of the Britijh 
'Fleet had raffed fuch a Confidence 
in the Garrilbn of’ their Security a- 
gainft any Attempts from the Spa- 
niards 
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fiiardsy that the Refident endeavoured 
to elude an Agreement, the Neceili- 
ty of which he thought no longer 
fubfifted, pretending want of Power 
to make fuch a Conceffion without 
an Equivalent, but that he would 
write to his Court for farther Or- 
ders. This coming to the Admi- 
ral’s Knowledge, he reprefented in 
Jfrong Terms to Count ‘‘ the 

Unfairnefs of fuch a Proceeding, 
and how contrary it was to what 
he himfeif had agreed to in ’their 
Conference together the Day be- 
fore upon that Subje6t. That 
“ fuch a Difagreement, at a time 
that the Citadel was fb vigoroufly 
attacked by the Enemy, might be 
‘‘ a means of their taking it, which 
“ the Reputatidr^ of the EngUjB 
Fleet would not hiffer him to be ■ 
“ an idle Spedatof of; and there- 
fore, if he was relblved to ftay 
till he had Tnftrudions from the 

“ Court 
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“ Court of Turinj lie ftiould like- 
wife fend to his Court for farther 
Orders; and in the mean time, 
“ would retire from the Ifland to 
feme other Place, to refrelh his 
“ Men, and refit his Ships, till he 
fliould receive new Diredions from 
« England.’" This had fetch an Ef- 
fed upon the Viceroy, that he gave 
immediate Orders for putting the 
Agreement in Execution, and for 
admitting German Troops into the 
Citadel. This Point being adjufted, 
the Admiral (having fent away Vice- 
Admiral Cornnx)aU with fuch of his 
Ships as wanted refitting, and all the 
Prizes, to Port-Mahon, with Orders 
not to fufier the leaft Embezlement 
to be made, but to preferve every 
thing entire, till nis Majefty’s Plea- 
fure fliould be known) failed himfelf 
the X 3 d of Zdugufl Bom Syracufa, 
and arrived the z 6 th. ox Reggio, where 
GeneralT^^fse/ informing him, that 

he 
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he hourly expeded a ReinforcemenC 
of 4000 Men from Naples, which, 
with thofe he had with him, and the 
Garrifon in the Citadel, would make 
about jpooo Men, and, upon their 
Arrival, he flxould form a Projed 
for railing the Siege of the Citadel, 
if the Admiral would ftay to coun- 
tenance and proted him with his 
Fleet; he readily confented thereto, 
knowing the extreme Irriportance of 
not letting Meffim fall into the 
Hands of the Enemy, and being di- 
reded by frelli Orders from England 
to do all he could to prevent it. 
But thofe Forces proving not fuffi- 
cient for the Execution of the in- 
tended Projed, the General content- 
ed himfelf with fupplying the Cita- 
del from time "“to 'time with frelh 
Troops from j notwithftanding 
which, the Spaniards puflied on the 
Siege with fo much Vigor and Suc- 
cefs, that the Governor furrendered 

the 
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the Citadel by Capitulation on the 
zpth of September to the great Sur- 
prize and DifTatisfadion of the Ger- 
mans, The Fkdmontefe part of the 
Garrifoii was tranfported by Sea to 
Syracufa^ and the Germans to Reggio. 

The Admiral receiving Advice,, 
that Rear-Admiral Cammock with 
three Spanijh Men of War, and as 
many Frigates, which had- efcaped 
from the Battle, was at Malta i, and 
that a rich EngUp Merchant- fliip 
homeward bound from Turkey, was 
detained in that Port, and in fome 
danger ; as likewile five Sicilian Gal- 
lics, which had taken Refug^/thiefre 
ever fince the Arrival of the Spanip 
Fleet in Sicily j he ftood over to that 
Ifland, where he learnt, that Rear- 
Admiral Cammock bid failed from 
thence five Days before, with four 
Ships which he had cleaned there. 
The Marquis De Rharoksi General 
of the Sicilian Gallies, coming off 
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to the Admiral, made great Complaints 
of the Partiality and ill Ufage of 
that Government, in fiilfering him 
to be expofed to daily Affronts from 
the Spaniards^ and prayed His Pro- 
tedion and Alliftancc to get away 
from thence, upon which the Ad- 
miral lent his Firft Captain with his 
Compliments to the Grand Mafter, 
and defired, that thofe Gallies might 
have free Liberty to come out to 
him. The Grand Mafter lent off 
three great Croffes of the Order to 
the Admiral, who with much Po- 
litenefs gave him all the Affurances 
poflible of the Freedom of the Gal- 
lies to do what they pleafed, upon 
which he fent word to the Marquis 
to come out. ^ But he returning an- 
fwer. That the 'Sfanijh Ships had laid 
themfelves in the way to ftop his 
Paffage, and threatned to fink him, 
if he offered to ftir, the Admiral 
fent to the Grand Mafter a fccond 

Mefi 
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\ Meilage, That if he fuffercd the 
Neutrality of the Port to be viola- 
ted, or any ill Treatment to be given 
to the Gallies, he fiiould take the 
Meafures that would be neceflary on 
that occafion ; but the Grand Mafter 
protcfting, that no Violence fliould 
be ufed, and that he* would be an- 
fwerable for it, the Admiral lent a- 
gain to the Marquis to come out, 
afluring him, that if the Spaniards 
offered the lead: Obftrudion, he 
would aflift him to deftroy them in 
the very Port 5 but the Marquis con- 
tinuing under great Perplexity and 
, Terror, the Admiral, tired with his 

Delay, lent him word, that he was 
Well Gtisfied of the Honour of the 
Grand Mailer in prefer ving the Pri- 
vilege of the Port, a^d therefore, if 
he would not make ufe of the pre- 
\ lent Opportunity, 'he (hould fulpe<ft 
that his Fears were affeded, and ufed 
only as an Artifice to ftay there, and 
E would 



Expedition to S ICILY. 

would give himfelf no farther trou- 
ble about him *, and accordingly 
weighed, in order to depart, but 
this MelTage wrought fo upon the 
Marquis, that he immediately haftned 
out with his Gallies, without any 
Obftrudion from the Spaniards ; but 
they were in ^ miferabie a Condi- 
tion, that the Admiral was forced to 
lend them Seamen and Pilots to na- 
vigate them, and Caulkers to flop 
their Leaks. The Turkey Ship came 
out likewifc, and joined the Admi- 
ral, who lent the Gallies under a 
Convoy to Syracufa^ and having 
feen the Turkey Merchant-Ship clear 
of Danger, he arrived the ad of 
No’vemher in the Bay of Naples, 
from whence he lent Rear-Admiral 
Delaval with fwo 8o Gun Ships, 
and a Fire-Ship, home to England, 
Here the Count Ve ,-hii%an, Son-in- 
law to the Marquis Ve Rialp, Secre- 
tary of State at Vienna, brought 
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the Admiral a gracious Letter from 
the Emperor, written with his own 
Hand, * and his Pi(fl:ure fet round 
with large brillant Diamonds. 

The taking of Meffina was a 
Point of great Confequence, as it 
made the Spaniards Matters of all 
Sicily j except Syracufa^ Trapani, and 
Melazzo (where the Duke of Savoy 
had ftill Garrisons) and as it deprived 
the Englifi Fleet of a Port to winter 
in, there being no other good Har- 
bour in thofe Parts. The Emperor 
faw before him a difficult Task to 
get PofTeffion of an Ifland, which 
the Quadruple Alliance ffiad' given 
him. The Duke of Savoy had on- 
ly the three aforenamed Towns to 
deliver up, which h^ttrupled doing 
without the promileci Equivalent, and 
the Emperor had it not to give him. 
But tho’ the ’Ernperor had gotten 


E 7. thofe 


^ See Appendix. 
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thofe Places, the Recovery of the reft 
of the Illand was to be a Work of 
Conc|ueft. The Spaniards had an 
Army well appointed, well paid, 
and the AfFedions of the People on 
their -fide. They would have little 
feared any Enterprizes of the Ger- 
mansj if the Sea had been neutral be- 
tween them. 

The Duke of Sauoy finding him- 
felf under Circumftances of Difficul- 
ty, the Spaniards on the one hand 
taking moft of his Towns in Sicily 
from him, and the Emperor on the 
other, by virtue of the Quadruple 
Alliance, demanding his Evacuation 
of the reft, whilft thelfland of Sar- 
dinia^ allotted to him by the lame 
Treaty, remained in the Hands of 
the Enemy j ^d having Jealoufy, 
that when the Imperialijis had ob- 
tained their Ifland, he fliould be left 
to get the other as he could, and 
defiring, to have fomc reafonable Se- 
curity 
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:urity for the one, before he parted 
ivith his Intereft in the ocher, a 
Convention was made between thofe 
Princes at Vienna (Monheur De St. 
Saphorin the King’s Minifter afhfting) 
dated a^th Decemher 1718, where- 
by it was agreed to form an Army 
for an Expedition to Sardinia as foon 
as poflible, towards which the Em- 
peror was to furnifli 6^00 Foot, 
and <500 Horfe, at his own Expence, 
and the Duke of San;oy was entire- 
ly to evacuate Sicily y and join 5000 
Men of his Troops from that Ifland 
to ad with the ImperiaMs on that 
Service ; and m the mean time, till 
they could be tranfported from Si- 
cilyy they were to co-operate with 
the Germans againft ^he common 
Enemy. This Treaty of Conven- 
tion was lent to flaplesy for the 
Viceroy, the Duke o£ Savofs Mi- 
nifter, and the Admiral, to confiilt 
together of the beft means to put 
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it in Execution. The Bufinefs hung 
long perplexed with Difficulties on 
the part of the Minifter of Sai;oyy 
from a Jealoufy and Diftruft of the 
Germans^ but the Admiral interpo- 
fing, and rernoving by degrees all 
Scruples, an Agreement was at laft con-' 
eluded and figned between them, upon 
which the Minifter of SdJWj? delivered 
to the Viceroy his Mafter's Orders to 
Gount Maffei to evacuate the Towns 
in his Pofleffion to the Impmalijis, 
But the Expedition againft Sardinia 
did not go oil, as will be fliewn anon. 

The Winter being now let in, the 
Viceroy and Admiral held frequent 
Confultations together, about the far- 
ther Operations againft: the Enemy. 
It was judged ''i^bfolutely neceflary to 
maintain the Poll of Melazzo, which 
had been long blockaded, and was 
now belieged by the' Sfanijh Army, 
both Tides making this their princi- 
pal Point during the Winter, the one 
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to hold their Footing in the Ifland 
by means of this Place ; the other, 
by taking it, to Ihuc them out. All 
the Troops , from Reggio, and fome 
Horfe from Naples, being got into 
the Town under the Command of 
.the Generals Caraffa and Feterani, 
it was fefolved in a Council of War 
held the 1 4 th of OBober, to 6.11y out 
upon the Enemy. Accordingly the 
next Morning by break of Day, they 
marched out in two Columns, the 
firft confining of fix, and the other 
of five Battalions, and attacked das. Spa- 
mjh Entrenchment?, which they carried 
after an Engagement of four Hours, 
and got pofleflion of their Camp in 
the Center and on the left, with 
three Pieces of Ca^on. But the 
Soldiers falling to plunder, the Spa~ 
•niards rallied on their right, and the 
Marquis J)e coming up at the 
fame time with frclh Troops from 
MeJJlna, which had lain fliort the 
E 4 Night 
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Night before, they attacked the 
mans in their Turn, and drove them 
back into their Camp under the Walls 
of the Town, whofe Artillery pro- 
tedcd their Retreat, and prevented 
a greater Slaughter. In this A<5i:ion 
about ixco Men were killed or 
wounded on each Side, and Gene- 
ral Veterani was taken. 

Melazzo is an ill fortified Town, 
on the North Side of the ifland of 
Sicily j not far diftant from the Fare, 
{landing on a Neck of Land which 
runs out into the Sea like an Iflhmus, 
Caraffa being recalled to Naples, Ba- 
ron Zumjmigen arrived at Melazzo the 
a. 7th of Novemher, to command the 
Forces; And being followed by the 
Generals fE uhtmdmich and Sechndorf, 
with large Suppies of Troops from 
Italy, and the place being too llrait 
to contain thern, thfcy carried their 
Entrenchments out of the Town, 
within lefi than Piftol Shot of thole 
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of the Spaniards y fb that neither Side 
being able to advance farther, both 
lay all the Winter in an unwholfome 
Situation, it being low bad Ground, 
and the Trenches filled with Water 
in rainy, and by the Sea in blowing 
Weather, fo that great Numbers of 
Men periflhed on both Sides. The 
Germans had no Provifions but what 
came from time to time in fmall Em- 
barcations from Calahria, and other 
Ports of ‘Naples. Rear-Admiral Cam- 
mocky who was got with his Squadron 
into Meffina, and the Inhabitants of 
the Ifland of Lipari, who arc efteem- 
cd bold Mariners, and have many 
■armed VefTels, lay in the way of in- 
tercepting thole Supplies, and the 
Icaft difappointment piuft have ftarv- 
ed.the Garrifon, for their Confomp- 
tion was very great, and they had no 
Magazines. Tt was very hard Ser- 
vice, unknown and aftoniftiing to the 
Pilots of that Country, to employ 
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SMps cruizing in thofe dangerous Seas, 
during the Rigor of the Winter Sea- 
fbn. For, when the Wefterly or 
Northerly Winds blow, there is fb 
little Sea-room in that narrow Sta- 
tion, and the Currents fet in fo ftrong 
upon the Calahian Shore, accompa- 
nied with a vaft rolling Sea, that it 
is extremely dilEcult for Ships to work 
to Windward, or indeed to hold 
their own, and avoid ftranding on a 
Lee Shore. The Admiral ' had ap- 
pointed a Squadron under the Com- 
mand of Captain Waltony to cruize 
upon this Station, to hinder Rear- 
Admiral Cammpck from coming out 
of the Fate, smd to fecure the Paflage 
of the Vcflels with Provihons for the 
German:. Camp. It chanced to prove 
liich tempeftuous Weather, thac no 
Provifions had arrived in a Month at 
Metazzp, and Captain Walton was 
blown oif from his Station, and had 
not been ieen or heard of in fix and 

twenty. 
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twenty days. Rear-Admiral Cammock 
took hold of this Opportunity to get 
out of Medina the Moment that the 
Weather abated, and appearing be- 
fore Tropea E?2g/fj5& . Colours, fent 

a Letter afliore to the Governor, un- 
der a fictitious Name of one of the 
EngUjh Captains, acquainting him, 
that he was co.mc there by Admiral 
Byngs Orders, to convoy the Em- 
barcations with Provifions t& Melazr 
%o, and prefled hinl^to dilpatch them 
away, the Place being in the utmoR 
diftrefi. Had this Stratagem fucceed- 
ed, it would have entirely ruined the 
Emperor’s Affairs in Sicily :^ but the 
Governor happening to be a wary 
Man, and obferving the Letter to be 
written on Genoa Paper, from that 
fingle Circumftance, conceived a 
Su^icion, which made him refufe to 
fend the Emb^rcations out to him. 
In the mean time, the Admiral be- 
ing made fenfible of the Extremiries 
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the Germans were reduced to, had no 
other way left, than to fill four Men 
of War (juft arrived at KapJes from 
Tortmahm) with Provifions, direding 
their Captains to attempt at all ha- 
zards to get to MeJazzs, which three 
of them did with much difficulty and 
danger, (the 4th being diftbled by 
bad Weather) and came providen- 
tially to the Relief of the Garrifon at 
a time they muft otherwife' have fur- 
rendered to the Enemy, or periflied 
by Famine. A few dap after. Cap- 
tain Wahon recovered his Station, up- 
on the Sight of whom Rear-Admi- 
ral Cammo^ into MeJ^na. 

> being reftued from Dan- 

ger, and reinforced daily with freffi 
Supplies of Men and Provifions, the 
Spaniards defpairing to take the Place, 
turned the Siege in;o a Blockade, and 
worked hard in fortifying their own 
Entrenchments, in order to keep the 
Germans pent up in the Town, and 

obftru<51: - 
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obfl:ru£t the Defcent of the Army ex- 
peded in the Spring. 

The Admiral having made a pro- 
per Dilpofition of Ships in different 
Stations round the lflaiid, to keep the 
Sea open to the Germans, and fhat 
to the Spaniards, was preparing tp 
depart with the reft that had futtered 
by bad Weather, to refit at Port- 
mahon, when the Viceroy entreated 
him to aflifl at a Conference to be 
held at the Palace, lyhere he met,' the 
Generals Caraffa, iVetzel, and the 
Marquis de Fuencalada, General of 
Pcic Neapolitan Gallies. The Viceroy 
opened it by acquainting them, 
that a Truce with the Turh being 
‘‘ concluded. Prince Eugene was fend- 
ing from Hungary a body of about 
6000 Horfe, and loooo Poor, 
which added to the Troops in Me- 
“ lazzo, was, thought a fufficient 
Number for the Conqueft of the 
Ifland : That they would proba- 
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“ bly arrive at Nafles in the begin- 
ning of Marchj and he fliould be 
glad to know their Sentiments of 
the propereft Place for their land- 
ing in Sicilyj and touched on fe- 
‘‘ veral Prapwitions about it, as at 
Syracufa or Taormina, on the Eaji 
Side m the Ifland, or at Patti on 
the North Side, not far Weftward 
‘‘ from MeU%%o'' tjeneral Caraffa 
objeded to the landing at Syracufa, 
as it would be a means of prolong- 
“ ing the War ; that the Place was 
too diftant from the Enemy, and 
“ Augufa and Catania lying in their 
way, the Skge of thofe Places 
« woi^ celt ■ mbfe’ Time and Men 
than could be ^ared, belides the 
garrifbningtjhem afterwards. That 
their March from thence to the 
Enemy lay for the moft part over 
barren Mountaiiis,-” amongft a dif' 
** affected People, where they fhould 
find no Subfiftance but what they 
* carried 
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** carried with them 5 and the paP- 
fing afterwards through . narrow 
“ Defilez into the Plain o( Melazxo^ 
where the Enemy lay, W2is to at- 
“ tack them at too great a'difidvan- 
tage: and therefois he concluded 
for (eeking the Enemy as foon as 
pojiible, and for that End to land 
as near to them as might be. Ge- 
neral Wet%d being next to ipeak, 
preferred the landing at Syvkicufa, 
‘‘ as it would be a work of Eafe and 
Safety, and done without ihter- 
“ ruption j that it would probably 
draw fomc' of the Enemy’s Force 
** that way, andib relieve rhe 

in MeJazzo j that it would expofe 
the Army too much to land in 
the Neighbourhood of the Ene- 
** my, who feeing them approach 
‘‘ ing from the Sea, would eafily 
guefs at the ,Plas:e they defigned to 
land at, and leaving a Guard in 
their Camp, march a fufHcient Bo- 
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dy of Troops to oppofe the De- 
{cent, which was a difficult and 
tedious Work in it felf^ efpecially 
‘‘ with regard to the debarking the 
Horfe.” asking him, how 

long he thought the Enemy might be 
marching to the landing Place, after 
they knew where it would be, and 
Wetzel allowing eight hours, Caraf- 
fa reply’d, the Foot could be all land- 
ed in that time^ and formed into 
proper Order to receive the Enemy, 
and the landing the Horfe might be 
afterwards a work of leifure. But 
Wetzel adhered to his Opinion. The 
General of the Gallies next, in a ve- 
ry long difeourfie, excufed himfelf 
from giving any Opinion upon a 
** Subject that related to the Land 
** Service, and referring himfelf to 
‘‘ what the two Generals had faid be- 
fore him, conduded, that great 
Caution ought to be taken, which 
« ever Opinion fliould be followed.” 
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The Admirg,! gathering from their 
Difcourfe, that part of the expeded 
Troops were to embark zt Fiume and 
TneJlcj and to come round by Sea to 
and probably pais on thro’ 
the Fare to Naples, told them, that 
Land Forces fliould be trufted to 
the Sea as little as polfible, efpe- 
cially in that early and uncertain 
Sealbn ; that if they landed ac 
Manfredonia on the Adriatick Side, 
“ the Trajed would be lliort, and 
their March more certain to their 
Rendezvous at Naples” He then 
went on to deliver his Opinion, 
That the Troops they expeded 
were not fufHcient to recover the 
Ifland from the Enemy. That it 
was a great Error tp hold the Spa- 
niards in Contempt, whole beha- 
viour hitherto in Sicily hid given no 
realbn for it*: That they were be- 
come uled.to Arms and Hardfhips,- 
and the Germans would find them like 
F “ other 
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other Men. That, according to 
“ a Calculation he had made, when 
thole Troops fliould be joined to 
‘‘ the Forces in Mela%%o, they would 
« not be able, after leaving the ne- 
ceflary Garrifons in the Towns 
which the Duke of Saq^c^ was to 
deliver up, to bring into the Field 
a greater Number than what the 
Spanijh Army was reported to be; 
« and that without a conhderable 
Superiority, little Succeft was to 
be expected in a Country, where 
the liiwill of the People towards 
them, and their Inclinations to the 
« Spaniards were fb very evident, 
“ that they were to hope for no At 
liftance, but expert every diftrefs 
from them.” He added, that 
they were not to look upon the 
Enemy as a mouldering Army, 
‘‘ for notwithftanding all the Care 
of his Cruizers, they received fre- 
quent Recruits from Spain and 

“ Sardinia^ 
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Sardima, and even from Italj^ in 
‘‘ open Veilels and Boats, which 
was not always in his Power to 
prevent. And behdes, the Mar- 
fuis de Lede had lately railed four 
Regiments of Foot, and one of 
Horfe in the Ifland it lelf.” The 
Viceroy acknowledged the Force of 
his Realoning, but lamented the 
diftance of the Court of Pimna^ 
which hindered them from feeing in- 
to and confidering enough thefe dif- 
ficulties, and who purfued only one 
Maxim, that if they Cent Men, they 
ought to conquer. - r The Admiral 
propoled, that an OiEcer fliould be 
lent to Vienna, to reprelent the Pof- 
ture of Affairs to that Court in a bet- 
ter light than they Icemed to view 
them in, and to bring back their fi- 
nal Reiblutions copcerning the Ope-* 
rations of the ^ar; and Count Ha- 
milton was pitched upon for that Pur- 
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The Conference being ended, the 
Admiral took his leave of the Vice- 
roy, and fee feil the 3d of February 
for PortmahoTty to refit his Ships, 
and put them in a Condition to go 
on early with the Operations of me 
Campaign, leaving his eldefl: Son at 
’Naples to manage nis Corrcfpondence 
with the Viceroy, and to inform the 
Court of England of all Occurrences 
in thofe Parts. 

CTeptmL Mathers being left with 
a Squadron at Pentemelia, to obferve 
Rear-Admiral Cammocky and hinder 
his efeaping out of Mejjlna to the 
Southward, had the good fortune 
to run 'one of them afliore, a Ship of 
Guns, called the S'* Rofelk-, and 
another called" the St. Pedro of 60 
Guns was caft away in Tarento Bay. 
Cammoch himfelf endeavouring to get 
away to Spain in a fiiiall Frigat of 2 a 
Guns, was chafed the sth February 
by a Ship of Captain Mathews's Squa- 
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dfon, and efcaped with much dijSi- 
culty in his Boat to Catania^ but the 
Frigat was taken, with all his Effeds 
and Papers, amongft which was a 
Commiflion from the Pretender, ap- 
pointing him Admiral of the white 
Squadron. 

This unhappy Man was a Native 
of and being bred up at Sea, 

had railed himfelf to the Poll of a 
Captain, and lerved in QntQti Anne's 
War, with no bad Chara(5terv But 
aflbciating himfelf with thole who 
were Enemies to the Houle of Ha- 
mper, and becoming obnoxious to 
the Government, bn the AccelHon 
of that Family to the Crown he aban- 
doned his Country, and entered into 
the Service of Sfain , . where he was 
promoted to the Rank of a Rear-Ad- 
miral, and lerved in that Poll in the 
Expedition againflfS'icify, He had never 
been noted to want Courage, but in 
the Adion of he ran away 

F j among 
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among the firft, and efcaped to Mal- 
ta j affording an Inftance, how much 
a Conffioufoefe of Guilt and Dread 
of Puniftiment depreffes the Heart, 
more than the Fear of an Enemy. 

. He was a vain boafting Man, with 
a roving unfcttled Head, filled with 
airy Scnemes and Projeds, without 
any Judgement or Diicretion. He 
affured Signor Patmhoj that he could 
put moft of the EngUp Fleet into his 
Hands, in rccompence for that which 
he had loft j and in that fenfcleft Con- 
fidence, wrote a Letter to the Ad- 
miral, to let him know, that he had 
the Pretender’s Commands to affure 
him, if; he would bring over the 
greateft part of his Fleet to MeJJma, 
or to any Port in Spam^ he would 
create him Duke of Alhermarle, with 
a Royal Bounty of one hundred 
thoufand Pounds tb fupport the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of that Rankj and 
that every Captain fliould have teri 

thou|an4 
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thoufand Poundsj and the Seamen a 
Gratuity of two Month’s Wages. 
That Signor Pmtinho would fatisfy him 
of the King of Spain's Security for the 
Performance of this Agreement, and 
that no Body elfe but the Dukes of 
Ormond and Mar were in the fecret. 
Whether he wrote by Diredfion or 
not, does not appear, but the Letter 
met with the Contempt it deferved; 
He likewife feht another Letter to 
Captain Walton, with the Promiie of 
a Reward of ten thouiand Pounds, a 
Commiffion of Admiral of the Blue, 
and t6 be made an EngliJB Peer, if 
he would bring his Ships into MeJJt- 
na, which the honeft Captain brought 
to the Admiral, with vehement Ex- 
preffions of Abhorr-ence and Indig- 
nation. 

Signor Patinho^ had hitherto refided 
in Mejjina^ diredting the Affairs of 
the Ifland for the Intereft of his Maf- 
ter with great Prudence j but his 
F 4 Prefence 
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Prefence being wanted at the Court 
of Spain^ he embarked on Board a 
clean Felucca, on the i <>tli January, 
in the Night, and put to Sea, at- 
tended by two Gallies. If the Dark- 
neis had continued an hour longer, 
he would have unavoidably fain into 
the Mouths of two of our Cruizers, 
which chafed his Gallies into a Bay 
near Palermo, but the Felucca efeaped 
and landed him in Italy, feoni whence 
he proceeded to Madrid, and by his 
•Councils and Induftry all Methods 
Were ufed for fupporting their Army 
in Sicily with Recruits of Men, and 
all Neceffaries of War. The Venetians 
and Genoefes, and even the French 
Confiils in the Ports of Italy, not- 
withftanding the fevere Prohibitions 
of the Regent, were corrupted to 
give them all the Afliflrance pollible; 
and though many VelTels were ta- 
ken, many efeaped. As to the 
French, the Admiral found himfelf 

under 
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linder a difficulty how to treat the 
Ships of a Nation that was in ftrid 
Alliance with England: He made loud 
Complaints of. their Partiality, ’till 
at laft the Regent gave him leave to 
confifeate all thofe he met with in 
the Service of Spain, which put fbmc 
flop to their clandeftine Proceedings. 

It may not be improper to men- 
tion here an Inftance or two of the 
unfair Pradice of other Nations at 
this time upon the EngUjB Trade, 
and which it is to be apprehended 
will always be the Cafe, whenever 
England is engaged in Foreign Wars. 
The Admiral having Intelligence 
from Genoa, that a Privatier of 24 
Quns had been fitted out by French 
Merchants of that Place, and was 
cruizing with a Spamjh Commiffion 
off of Cape Corfo, and having no 
finall Frigates with'him, he convert- 
ed the Loo Hoi^ital Ship into a Fri- 
gat, and putting 20 Guns and 100 

Men 
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Men into her, fent her, under the 
Command of Captain Prothero, in 
queft of the fi.id Privatier. The Cap- 
tain fortunately met with her off of 
the Ifland of CapraiOj and after a 
{mart Engagement, took her. She 
had 150 Men, moOL French t of 
whom 5 § were killed, and ip 
wounded, with the Lofs only of two 
Men in the £00, and four wounded. 
The Admiral directed the Prifbners 
to be lent to Thoulon^ and delivered 
into the Cuftody of the Intendant; 
And he wrote to the EngUjh Ambafla- 
dor at Paris to reprelent thole Pro- 
ceedings to the Regent, to whole 
Juftice he left the Prifoners. 

Another Ship was fitted out at 
Venice with 5 0 Guns and 2 5 o Men, 
all Venetians, except three Spaniards 
and eight EngUp, and having taken 
a Spanijh Commilfion at Malta, 
which Signor Patinho had lodged there 
for her, flie went a cruizing on the 
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Coaft of Spain. The Admiral be- 
ing informed of it, fent the Orford 
and Rupert after her, the latter of 
which meeting with her off of Pe~ 
nifeoJay engaged arid took her by- 
Boarding, having killed 6 i Men, 
and wounded 2.9, with the Lofs on- 
ly of one Man killed, and three 
wounded. 

The Admiral having refitted mofi: 
of his Squadron at Portmahon, haft- 
ned away from thence with four Men 
of War the 3 oth March y leaving the 
reft to follow him, and arrived the 
4th April at Naples, where he hoped 
to find the Army from Hungary ar- 
rived, and in a readinefs to em- 
bark j but contrary to his Expe< 51 :a- 
tions, he (aw every thing in extreme 
Backwardnefs, partly for want of 
Money. 

0 n the 23d April Count de Mer- 
cy arrived at Naples from Pienna, to 
t^ke upon him the Command of the 

whole 
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whole Army. He was a Native of 
honain, but brought up in the Em- 
peror’s Service, where he had ri- 
fen to the Rank of General of the 
Horfe. He was of a tall graceful 
Prefence, with a very foldierlike Ap- 
pearance, but had the Misfortune of 
being Ihort fighted, almoft to Pur- 
blindnels. He had great Strength 
of Body and Mind, and was indefa- 
tigable in the ufe of both, when ne- 
cefTary. He was full of Fire, and 
his Converfation abounded with Wit 
and Humour. He had great Skill 
in Courting and Carefling Perfbns, 
when he wanted to gain any Point, 
but at "other times his Behaviour dif- 
covered much Haughtinefs. He had 
an infatiable Thirfl: for Glory, which 
was feconded by a bold and moft re- 
fblute Temper, always heading his 
Troops himfelf, and feemed to have 
a fort of Paflion for fighting. He 
was feldom in any Adion but he was 

wounded. 
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bounded, and was not cfteemed a 
fortunate Officer. He defpiied an 
Enemy too much, was impatient for 
Engaging, and had the Charadrer of 
not caring what ■ Men he iacrificed 
to obtain his Purpofe, tho’ a fow 
day’s Patience might perhaps have 
fiicceeded as well without it, which 
Opinion made the Soldiery uneafy 
under him, as they were in continual 
Apprehenfions of being led to the 
Slaughter. Upon the whole, as he 
had great Parts, and great Expe- 
rience of Service, he muft have made 
a great General (as he was a compleat 
.fine Gentleman) if he had had a cool- 
er Temper, or could have com- 
manded it better. But with all his 
Faults he was certainly in the Supe- 
rior Rank of Men, of which there 
needs no better Proof, than that he 
was a favourite * of Prince 'Eugene. 
He was now going to encounter an 
old School-fellow in the Marfuts de 

hede. 
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hede, who was^a Fleming by births 
and a good General under a quite 
oppofice Character, being as different 
from the other in Perfbn, as he was 
in temper. He was of a low mif 
fliapen Stature, not affable or open 
in his Difpofition, but much efteem- 
ed for his Judgement and Prudence, 
and was or great military Experience 
too. He was as cautious and cir^ 
cumfped: as the other was bold and 
enterprizing j and in this refpe^ 
both feemed to be in their proper 
Employment, the one in a Situation 
of Defence, the other of Attack. It 
was thought, that in the Courfe of 
this War>.*'he ffipt fome Opportuni- 
ties, which the Overfights or Wants 
of the Germans gave him of ading 
upon them to Advantage j but he 
confidered, that he was in a Coun- 
try where he was ffiut up from receiv- 
ing any confiderable Supplies of Men, 
while the Enemy poured in what 

Numbers 
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-I^umbers they pleafcd, and that any 
large Diminution of» his Troops 
might endanger the whole, and there- 
fore made it a principal Point to 
preferve his Army a^ mUch as pofli- 
ble, and with the Advantage of the 
Pafles, and the Alfedion of the 
Country-People, to diftrels and dif- 
able his Ad verfary, which he elFed- 
ed with much Skill and Wildom, 
and maintained the Honour of the 
Arms of Spain with great Reputa- 
tion ; and at laft, when the King his 
Mafter was forced, by the weight of 
the Alliances againft him, to relin- 
quifti the Ifland, he brought a gallant 
Army back into Spain. 

The City of Haples was at this 
time full of General, OiBcers, and 
Perlons of high Quality and Diftinc- 
tion, and abounded in all the Plea- 
fures of that cfelightful Climate. 
The Viceroy was ftudious of making 
the Place agreeable to the Admiral, 
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as much out of AfFedion, as Polite- 
nels. On the [Feftival 0ay of St.y<«- 
nmrius, he appointed him a Box 
near his owni to behold f^at femous 
Ceremony. The Blood continued long 
without liquiifying at the Approach 
of the Head of the Saint. The vaff 
concourle of People began to fHew 
Signs of Concern : They fell firft to 
praying, afterwards proceeded to 
Groans and Lamentations ; and at 
length filch a confufed Murmuring 
and Uneafinefe was perceived amongft 
them, that the Viceroy being appre- 
henfive of fbme ill Confequences, 
fent Count Hamilton to the Admi- 
ral, to beg he would not take it ill, 
if he defired him to retire, not 
knowing what- effed it might have 
upon the Populace, if they fliould 
take it into their Heads to attribute 
the failing of the Miracle to the 
Saint’s being difpleafed at his Pre- 
fence. The Admiral had no fooner 

quitted. 


x^uitted his Boy, and was fteppmg 
into the Viceroy’s Coach, but he 
heard a prodigious Shout oh / 
e fattOf it is done i it is done y md 
(uch Joy and Exultation appeared in 
every Countenance, as if they had been 
delivered from fome terrible Calamity. 

Whilft the Troops were arriving, 
and, the VelTels to traniport them 
getting ready, the Admiral affifted 
at feveral Conferences with the Vice- 
roy and the General, about the in- 
tended Deicent on Sicily. All agreed, 
that Syracufa was out of the way, 
but it was not lb eaiy to determine, 
whether it v/ould be beft to land at 
Palermo, or near Melazzo. The for- 
mer was judged fafeft, . and would 
not only make them Rafters of the 
Capital City, but allb of the fertile 
Province of Maz'zara, from whence 
they might cafily draw Provifions^and 
Neceifaries for the Subhftance of the 
Army. But the latter was moft. 

G expe-': 
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expeditious, as it would prels th^- 
Enemy clofer, and bring Matters 
more quickly to a Decinon; and 
this laft Opinion prevailed. But 
when they came to examine into the 
State of their Military Stores, they 
were fo deficient in a Train of Ar- 
tillery, that the Admiral yielded to 
fupply them with Cannon, Powder 
and Ball from the Sfanijh Prizes, ra- 
ther than fiifier time to be loft: for 
want thereof 

All things being at length got rea- 
dy, the Army embarked, confifting 
of loooo Foot, and 3500 Horfo, 
all choice Troops, and the Flower of 
, thofe that had lately ferved vidori- 
oufly in Hungary. The Admiral let 
'fail from the jSay of Bayte the zxd 
of Mayy with eight Men of War, 
and above zoo Tranlports j and on 
the zyth in the Evening arrived be- 
fore MelazzOy from whence General 
Zumjungen came oflF, and advifed 

Count 
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^Count Ve Mercy to land in the Bay 
of Patti, about zo Miles Weftwardj 
the Coaft to the Eaftward being all 
guarded by the Enemy. Upon this> 
fo good a Dilpofition and Order was 
made, that the next Morning early 
all the Foot landed in left than two 
Hours, and moft of the Cavalry by 
Three in the Afternoon, having only 
loft two Horfcs in the Voyage. 

Upon the landing of the Imperia- 
lijls, the Marquis decamped 

with Precipitation , and marched, 
without halting, to Franca Villa, a 
ftrong Poft 51 Miles diftant; in a 
mountainous Countfyj and from 
whence three Roads led, to Palermo, 
Mejfma, and Syracufa. Count Pe 
Mercy arrived by eafy Marches at 
Melazzo, and found in the S^anijh 
Camp {©me Cannon, with Ammuni- 
tion and Utenfils bf War, which the 
haft of the Spaniards had left be- 
hind. The Admiral coaftmg along 
- G a with 


Expedition S I C I L Y. 

with the Army, anchored before Me;- 
lazzoy and landed there the Remain- 
der of the Horle, with the Tents, 
and other Neceflaries of War. 

Whilft Matters were preparing 
here for the farther Operations of 
the Army, Count Sechndorf was de- 
tached with a Body of z5©o Foot, 
and 150 Horfe, to reduce the Iflands 
of Lipari to the Emperor’s Obe- 
dience, which he effeded, after fbme 
Refiffance, in four Days time. This 
Conquefl: was abfblutely neceflary to 
keep open the Navigation between 
Naples and Sicilyy which had been 
dilfurbed by the armed Veffels of 
thofe Iflands. Lipari, the principal 
Ifland, is laid to contain 8000 In- 
habitants, a bold People, addided to 
Pillage, and the befl: Mariners in 
thofe Parts. 

It was now tinder Deliberation, 
whether the Army Ihould go and be- 
ficge Mejpna, or follow the Spaniards, 

whg 
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T^Jio were ftrongly encrenching them- 
jfeives at France Villa, Mejpna had a 
numerous Garrifbn, and was well 
provided for a long Siege, which 
might waft away the Summer, whilft 
the Spaniards got in the Corn, now 
near ripe, and kept the Magazines 
of the Ifland in their Pofleflion. It 
was therefore determin’d to march to- 
wards the Enemy, and to endeavour 
to bring them to a Battle. The 
hafty Retreat they had 'made from 
Melazzo animated Count De Mercy 
fo much, that he did not irnagine 
t^ey would make any j great Stand at 
Franca VilUy but that he Ihould 
* trample them under Foot, (which 
was his Expreftion) when he came 
up with them. The way to the 
Enemy lay through a barren moun- 
tainous Country, and it took up fb 
much time to get together a few 


^ Qu’il leur pafferoit fur le ventre. 
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and Horfes for Carriage 
from Calahriai that- the Army did 
not move from Melazzo till the 
1 7 th of amounting to about 

a 1 000 Men. They (uffered a moft 
painful March of three Days, thro’ 
wild unknown Roads, broken up, 
and rendered almoft unpaffable by 
. the Enemy, conduded by ignorant 
Guides, and climbing over cragged 
Rocks and Precipices, the Soldiers 
opprelTed with the weight of their 
Ammunition, and fix Days Bread 
which they carried, befides their Arms, 
with a fiery Sun burning over their 
Heads, and harraffed andaffaulted all 
along from the Heights and Emi- 
nences by the armed Pealants of the 
Country, mixed with Ibme Sfamjh 
Foot; but arriving the ipth in the 
Afternoon on the jpp of the , Moun- 
tain of Tje Fontane, they difcovered 
encamped below in the 
'anca Villa, At the 



the Enemy 
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of their Camp, a Shout of Joy ran 
through the whole Army, in hopes 
of coming to a decifive A(9:ion, 
which fecmed to promife favourably 
to themj it not being imagined, that 
the Enemy could poll themfelves in 
a bottom with fb much Advantage 
againft an Army defending from 
higher Ground upon them. 

The Situation of the Spantp Camp 
was in this manner. The rapid 
River Cantaraf whole Banks are of a 
fteep quick Rock, from fix to eight 
Foot perpendicularly deep, and runs 
thro’ the Valley oiEraned Vilhy was 
in their Front. Their Left was on 
the riling Grounds about Franca Villa 
(the Town lying 'behind in their 
. Center) and extended to a high 
Mountain, where they had placed 
Ibme armed Pcafants', and a few Foot. 
On the other fide* of the River, (but 
joined by a Bridge to the Town of 
Franca Villa) was a fteep Rock, with 
G 4 a 
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a , Convent of Capuchins upon ifc 
Here they placed five Battalions of 
their heft Troops^, in as many Rows 
of Entrenchments cut into the Rock, 
one above the ocher ; and at the 
Point of the Rock was a fmall Bat- 
tery of two Pieces of Cannon of 
Three - pounders; On their Right 
they had carried on a Fortification of 
large Stones, like a Wall, all along 
the River, as far as a high rocky 
Hill, which had a Convent on the 
top, as advantageoufly fortified as 
that of the Capuchins ; and clofe be- 
hind the Hill, the fteep River Caf- 
tigUone runs into the Cantara, by 
means of , which Confluence, and the 
neighbouring Mountains being guard- 
ed by armed Pealants, the Spaniards 
were fecure firom any Danger in their 
Rear. It was unfortunate to the 
Germansy that not one Deferter, nor 
even a Peafant of the Country (who 
were all up in Arms in favour of 

the 
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she Spaniard!^ came over to give 
tfiem the leaft Information, fb that 
they knew little of the Strength and 
Advantage of the Enemy’s Poft, rill 
they came to Adfion, and were within 
Mufquet-fliot of their Trenches. 

Count De Mercy m^Lds a Dilpofi- 
tion for attacking the Enemy that 
Evening at three different Places. He 
detached all the’ firft Line of Foot, 
confifting of jfixteen Battalions, and 
twenty-three Companies off Grena- 
diers, with three hundred Huflars, 
under the Command of General 
Zumjungenj to an adjoining Hill on 
the Left. He had under him the 
Lieutenant-Generals Wallis, Wachten- 
doncky and the Prince of Holjlein, 
Upon that Hill General Zumjungen 
was to feparate his Men in two Bo- 
dies, thfe one under the Command 
of Wallis y confiding of eight Bat- 
. talions and eleven Companies of 
Grenadiers, being to defeend on the 
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Right, whilft Zunjm^enj6S.^ the Camf. 
on the Left with eight Battalions, 
twelve Companies of Grenadiers and 
the Huflars. All the Horfe and fe- 
cond Line of Foot, this eonfifting 
of twelve Battalions under Lieute- 
nant-General Seckendorfi and the 
Horfc under Lieutenant-General Count 
D'Ecky Gonfifting of thirty-five Squa- 
drons, including three Companies of 
Horfe-Grenadiers and as many Cara- 
biniers, were at the fame time to de- 
fcend from the Mount^n of Tre Fon- 
tane^ and join the other Bodies be- 
low. Before all this could be ejfFe(5t- 
ed, Night came-0n>; which obliged 
them to put off the Attack till the 
next Morning; and at break of Day 
the fecond Lin'fe of Foot being got 
down, and meeting with ten or 
twelve Squadrons or the Enemy in 
the Valley, they obliged them, as 
they advanced, to retire towards their 
Entrenchments. When the Army 
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was got do|p:n to the Places appoint- 
ed in the N alley. Count De Mercy 
perceiving, that the Enemy poflefTed 
ieveral confiderable Polls on a Hill 
to his Right,’ from whence they 
would flank him in his Attack, he 
ordered Lieutenant-General Seckendorf, 
and the Prince of Hefe-Caffd, with 
frx Battalions to endeavour to dil^ 
lodge them from thence, and then 
to defrend and rejoin the Army in 
the general Attack, which the Ge- 
nerals Zumjungen and Wallis were or- 
dered to defer till they law Secken- 
^rf engaged, and defcending to- 
wards them. The Hill* being very 
ileep and difiicult, and the Enemy 
being very advantageoufly polled, 
Seckendorf was obliged to make many 
Windings, which took up much time 
to get' up to them. In the mean 
time the Enemy feeing that Detach- 
ment, fent more Foot thither, which 
made Count De Mercy ftrcngthen 
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him with four Battalioi3}i more, ib , 
that it was four in the- Afternoon 
before they all arrived on the top of 
the Mountain. S eckendorf hs-Ving 

his ten Battalions together, drove 
the Enemy down to the bottom of 
the Mountain, and from thence to 
their Entrenchments, and if Night 
had not come on too foon, it was 
thought he would have been able to 
have forced his way into their Lines, 
which at that Place were weakeft, 
and eafy to be penetrated. At the 
fame time four Companies of Gre- 
nadiers of Wallis’s Body attacked a 
Poll: of the Enemy on the Back of 
the fame Hill, and drove them from 
thence, whilfl: the reft of the Gre- 
nadiers (being leVen Companies) fuf 
tained by the Battalions of tlie fame 
Body, and the Regiment of Dra- 
goons of Anfpachj attacked a fmall 
Entrenchment which the Enemy had 
made acrofe the Valley, and having 
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carried it, they advanced on towards 
sijeRock ^ the Capuchins^ which 
they''5t!St^d about fix in the Even- 
ing, being reinforced by two Batta- 
lions of LeffelholtZy which. Count D<? 
Mercf had drawn from the Left to 
fiiftain them. Here was very warm 
and bloody Work, the Germans be- 
ing expofed to a continual Fire from 
the feveral Trenches of the Enemy 
on the fidcs of the Rock., During 
this Attack, Count D'Ech, with , the 
Carabiniers and Horfe - Grenadiers, 
followed by the Regiments of Horfe 
of TiegCy Hanover and Portugaly tra- 
verfed the Valley within half Muf- 
quet {hot of the Enemy, ' and placed . 
himfelf to the Left of Zumjmgeny 
the Plain there appearing large 
enough for the Horfe to ad, and to 
fuftain , Zumjungen s Attack, and pe- 
netrate with him’ into the Enemies 
Entrenchments. ' But this Motion of 
the Horfe eroding Zumjmgen in 
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his March, did very much retard his 
Attack, fo that it was h^te beforej^c 
attacked three Caffines which, ftood 
near the River, within eighty Paces 
of the Enemy’s Lines, which he 
took, not without lois of Men. Here 
the Prince of Holfiein was mortally 
wounded, and being left on the 
Field of Battle, he lent to the Mar- 
quis De Lede, who caufed him to 
be carried into Feanca VtlUj where 
he died three Days after. While 
Zumjmgen was dilpofing his Troops 
to attack the Entrenchments, by the 
way of a Mill which lay on' the 
River oppofite to the CaiEnes, he 
. perceived "the HijUtad Battalions on 
his Rigjit'’ following by miftake the 
two Battalions ,of Leffelhohz to the 
Rock of the Capuchins^ which difap- 
pointed his Defign, for it was Night 
before they returned. Count De 
Mercy animated hi^ Troops every 
where by his Prefence and Example, 
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heading himfelf the two Battalions of 
It^dholtz the Attack of the Ca- 
after having one Horfe 
killed under him and two dilabled, 
he was at laft himfelf dangeroufly 
wounded in the Reins with a Muf- 
quet Ball. Night coming on put an 
End to the Adion, and left things 
undecided, except that the Germans 
maintained fbme fmali Pofts they had 
gained, which fervcd to ftraiten* the 
Enemy in their Camp. In this Ac- 
tion the Germans had 84<> Men kil- 
led and a445> wounded, amongft: 
the latter t}ie Admiral s fecond Son, 
very dangeroufly, who ferved as a 
Voluntier. The Spaniards had about 
ijoo Men killed or wounded. 

Count Ve Mercy withdrawn, 

his wounded Men in the Night, 
ranged his Army in order to renew 
the Attack next .Morning } but the 
Adion of the day before having con- 
vinced the other Generals of the 

(Irons 
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ftrong Situation of * the Enemy, an4 
perceiving the Soldiers Cf tremely d|f- 
pirited and dejeded with*^ riard- 
Ihips and ill Succefs, they with much 
difficulty prevailed upon him not to 
perfift in that Refolution, but by 
extending to the left, endeavour to 
cut off the jEnemy from Mejjina, and 
open a Gommunication with the 
EngUjb Convoy, which (according 
to agreement) was to rendezvous in 
Schifo-Bay near 'Taormina 2 . Sea- port 
Town, about three Hours diftanc 
from Franca Villa, with the Tran- 
{ports laden with Provifions, Am- 
munition, Baggage and other Nccef- 
juries, which the Army ftood in ex- 
treme need of. Here was a Contin- 
gency of great Hazard and Danger, 
which gave the much Fear 

and yneafinefs. For it might have 
happened, that th^ Winds had hind- 
red the Convoy from pailling thro* 
the Fare, Or, if they Ihould have 

gained 
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gained their Pailage into Schifo Bay, 
agd all that Coaft was poP- 
feiTeob^he Enemy, and it was pof- 
fible that the Ships might not be able 
to open a Communication with the 
Shore. Or ftill, if both thoft Points 
fiicceeded, the eftablifliing a Corre- 
fpondence between the Sea and the 
Canip, thro’ a hoftile Country, was 
another Work of Hazard and Diffi- 
culty ; and a dilappointnient in any 
one of them Was the inevitable Ruin 
of the whole Army, who faw them- 
felves near the End of their Provi- 
fions, without any Other Poffibilicy 
of getting more. But they were (bon 
delivered from their Fears, by hear- 
ing that the Convoy was iafely arriv- 
ed in Schifi Bzy 4:hat the Sailors 
had taken and deftrOyed a (mall Fore 
of two. Guns, which had endeavour- 
ed to moleft their anchoring; and 
that the Guns of the Men of War 
had difperfcd a Body of Troops, 
, H which 
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which the Mavquis de Spnola had fenc 
from Mejfma to the Sea-Side, 
pofe them. Upon this'“Tc^mng ■ 
News, Count De Mercy (ent General 
with 3000 Foot and 
500 Horfe, down to encamp at the 
Sea-fide where the Ships lay at An- 
chor, and ordered the Roads, which 
were hardly paffable, to be repaired 
under the Direction of Enginier Ge- 
neral and having got Ibmc 

Field Pieces from the Ships up to 
the Camp, he greatly annoyed the 
Enemy, who lay beneath him. This 
Communication was too important 
jfbr the Mar^m de Lede not to en- 
deavour to, interrupt if, and, a- 
mongft many Skirmiflies that daily 
happened, a party of 700 Spanijh 
Horfe fell in with .the Bread Wag- 
gons and Mules that were returning 
from the Sea-fide, %laden with Provi- 
fions for the Camp, and guarded 
only by 500 Horfe, The defence 

the,. 
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the Germans made, was reckoned a 
galan t Ad ion, and I am lorry my 
Materials do not mention the Com- 
mander’s Name. A fmall Party of 
Foot, that happened to be in the 
Neighbourhood, hearing the Fire, 
and coming up to their Affiftance, 
they put the Spaniards to Flight, and 
conducted the Waggons and Mules 
lafe to the Camp. 

Let us now return to the Admi-^ 
ral. When Count iDe Mercy parted 
from him at Melazzo, to go in quell 
of the Spanijh Army, it was his de- 
fign to return to Maples, and put 
things there in motion for an intend- 
ed Expedition to Sardinia, which the 
Duke of San^oy had much at heart, 
and was no lels preffed by the Courts 
I of England and France. But refle6fc- 

“ ing within himlelf, that the impe- 

I tuous Temper of the German Gene- 

' . ral, and the Contempt he faw he 
I had of the Enemy, might poflibly 

I ■ • ^ Ha bring 


Expedition /^^SlciLV. 

bring abdut fbme Occafions that 
would want his Aififtan ce^ 
ried a few days on the Coaft in un- 
eafy Expedation of the News of the 
Succels of the March from MeUzzo. 
The armed Peafants had cut off all 
Communication between Franca Vih 
la and Melazzo j fb that the firft mif- 
doubt he entertained that things had 
not gone well, was from hearing the 
firing of the Guns at Me£inay and at 
the Fare, and feeing great Illumina- 
tions made along the Coaft. Soon 
after, he perceived the Neapolitan 
Gallies rowing ^out of the Fare^ and 
the General of them coming on 

- ' ■'i-' ■ ■ ® 

board, gave him an imperfed ac- 
count of the Adion, but enough to 
fatisfy him thar it had not been for- 
tunate; upon which he immediate- 
ly embarked two Battalions from the 
Garrifbn of MeUzkoy and about a 
thoufi.nd Recruits who were juft ar- 
rived there, and font them the fime 
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day under a Convoy through the 
Fare to Schifo Bay. In the Even- 
ing he received Letters from Count 
De Mercy, informing him of the 
particulars of the whole Action, with 
the great difficulties he laboured un- 
der, and, uncertainty what to do, 
earneftly preffing him to come to 
the Camp, that they might confer 
and confttlt together. Upon this, 
the Admiral font his firfl; Captain 
with his own Ship .and two others 
to Nafles, by whom he font a Letter 
to the Viceroy, giving his Opinion, 
that all thoughts of an Expedition 
to Sardmia ihould be laid afide for 
the prefent, and the Troops which 
could be {pared from his Govern- 
ment, font immediately into Sicily, 
’till whole Arrival all things there 
would be at a Stand 5 and that he 
had font his Officers and Ships to afo 
fift in and expedite that Service. He 
then embarked on Board the Gene- 
H} ral 
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ral of the Gallies, laying afide the 
Ceremony of his Flag ’and Charac- 
ter, and in his way to Schifo, Count 
de Ligne~ijille came to him in a Fe- 
lucca, bringing frefh Letters from 
Count Ve Adercy, which expreffed his 
great Impatience to fee him. Being 
landed at ScUfo, General Wachten- 
donch renewed the lame Entreaties, 
which the Admiral’s Zeal did not 
want, who accepting that General’s 
Horfes, and forgetting for a while 
his own Station and Element, fat 
out under a ftrong Efcorte, attended 
by Captain Matthenjjs and his eldefl: 
Son, and palling thro’ Roads flrew- 
ed with dead :Bodies of Men and 
Horfes, that had fallen in Skirmiihes 
the days before between the Sea-fidc 
and the Camp, he alighted at Count 
J)e Mercy’s Tent in the Evening, 
where a Guard of' Grenadiers being 
drawn out for his Reception, one 
of them was fhoc through the head 
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by a Mufquet'Ball from the Ene- 
my’s Camp, at the door of the 
Tent, and fell down dead at his 
Feet. He found the General very 
weak and faint with his wound, the 
Ball ftill remaining in his Reins, but 
as he had a Magnanimity of Spirit 
fiiperior to his Condition, it did not 
hinder them from entting into Con- 
vcrlatioh on the melancholy Situa- 
tion of their Afeirs. Th^ General 
'' made great Complaints of Zum- 
pngen, to whole Slownefr in 
marching and coming fo late in- 
to Adion, he attributed his ill 
Succels. He laid, he hiralelf 
Was ftill of Opinion to make ano- 
“ ther Attack upon the Enemy, ra- 
‘‘ ther than decamp and retire, but 
** that his Officers in general were 
“ againft it j and in that Cale he 
fr,w nothing ’left for them to do, 
“ but to go down and join their 
Forces at the Sea- fide, and march 
H 4 ‘‘ into 
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‘‘ into the Corn Country about Ca- 
tank s.nd Syracufaj for their bet- 
ter Subliftance. That he had 
wrote for two Battalions of Sa- 
‘voyards to be fent to him from^- 
racufaj which, with the Troops 
“ the Admiral had fent from Me- 
iazzoy would repair his Lo{s of 
Men, but that the Lofs of his Of- 
ficers was irretrievable ; for be- 
fides many killed, a confiderable 
Number of the befl: and principal 
were wounded, and incapable of 
prefent Service.” 

After many Propofitions and 
Schemes ftarted and difcuffed be-* 
tween them,v without any being con- 
cluded on, the Count prayed the Ad- 
miral to flay in the Camp that 
Night, to be prefent at a Confulta- 
tion of General Officers next Morn- 
fog. The Converfatlon being end- 
ed, the Admiral went to fee his Son, 
who (as is mentioned before) had 
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teen wounded in the Action, and 
whom he found languiihing in his 
Tent, in a way that gave little hopes 
of his Recovery j not fo much from 
the Malignity of the Wound (tho’ 
that was in a dangerous Part) as fiom 
the Unskilfulnefs of thofe who attend- 
ed him. 

It may be wondered, that the 
Emperor is fb well ierved in the Cou- 
rage of his Troops, when fo little 
Care is gerierally taken of their Pre- 
forvation in Accidents of Wounds or 
Sicknefi. Surgeons and Medicines 
are few and bad in their Armies, 
and. there is little difference between 
being wounded and killed in A<5tion, 
except that of a lingering or a fodden 
Death. After the Battle of Franca 
Villaf the wounded Men were laid 
on the Ground, with their Ammu- 
nition-Bread fot by them, and left: 
expofed to the Sun and Fortune. 
The General himfelf had only his own 
^ Valet 


o6 ExfreSm^ to S I c I t y. 

Valet de Chamhre to drefi his Wound, 
and attend him. It was a moving 
Spedacle to the Admiral, to meet 
with great Numbers of poor Wretches 
in his way up to the Camp, fome en- 
deavouring, with the Support of their 
Wives or Comrades, to crawl down 
to the Sea-fide, in order to get a Paf” 
lage oyer to the Holpital at Reggio ; 
others unable to go on from Pain or 
Faintnels, falling down on the Earth, 
and left to die there. This is a great 
Blemifli of their Service, and gives 
handle to the Maxim which their 
Enemies would fix on them. That 
they account it cheaper to get a Man 
than cuire’biie, and fo give themfelves 
little Concern for his Recovery. 

Such an uhiverfal Dejection had 
reigned throughout the Army on ac- 
count of the ill Succefi of’ the late 
Adion, and for the Lofs or Difabi- 
lity4>f fb many brave Officers j and 
they had fiich continual Apprehen- 
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(ions, that the fiery Temper of their 
General would order them on ano- 
ther Attack, that their Joy on the 
Arrival of the Admiral was inexpreC- 
£ble. They looked on hitn as their 
Deliverer, who alone, they thought, 
jCould extricate them from their pre- 
fent bijfficukies and Misfortunes, and 
influence their General with cool and 
prudent Councils. In the Morning 
early he vifited General Zimjungmy 
the fccond Perlon’in this Army, whole 
fedate deliberate Temper had procu- 
red him great Efteerai and Confidence 
among the Soldiery. ^ fK He cpm- 
plained much of the Generals 
rafti Impatience, in pot giving time 
to all the Troops to come up-, 
which if he had done, and had 
delayed the Attack till next Morn- 
ing,~-they would have had the 
whole Day Before them, have 
“ judged better of the Meafurcs 
for carrying it on, which would 

« then 
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then have been difpofed in another 
manner, and with more reafona- 
« ble Expedation of , Succefij and 
« that this was not his own fingle 
« Opinion, but that of all the other 
« Officers. He bewailed the little 
‘‘ Regard the General gave to the 
“ Advice of his Officers, and en- 
« treated him to oppole any Over- 
rare he might make, at the Con- 
‘‘ fiiltation, for another Attack, which 
he feared was not out of his 
Head, and that he (the Admiral) 

« only had Credit enough to diffiiade 
him from it.” 

The principal Officers of the Army 
being met in the General’s Tent, the 
firft Point he put in queftion was. 
Whether the Enemy fhould be at-^ 
tacked again? The Officers keep- 
ing a long Silence, and direding 
their Looks to the^ Admiral, he ad- 
dreflfed his Speech to the General, 
-wherein he reminded him of the 

«Warn-^ 
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Warning he had formerly given 
‘‘ him not to defpife the Enemy, 
“ whole Numbers and Relblutionhe 
“ now experienced to be otherwife 
“ than what he had. expeded j , he 
“ ^id, that he had viewed the Sim- 
“.ation of the Enemy’s Camp the 
“ Night before, and though he did 
“ not pretend to much Judgement in 
“ the Operations of Land-Service, 
“ yet it feemed to.his plain Under- 
“ Handing, that for /one Army to 
“ attack another, equal in number, 
“ under the fhelter of ftrong and 
“ almoft impregnable Intrenchments, 
“ was rather an Undeifaking 'ofiDe- 
“ {pair than Dilcretion, and could 
“ not be attended with any reaion- 
“ able hopes of Suceefs.’’ All the 
other Officers declaring themfelves of 
the fame. Opinion, that Queftion was 
laid alide. It came next under Dcr 
liberation. What the Army was to 
do? The General’s Opinion was. 
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That it was infiifficient for a (peedy 
Conqueft of the Ifland, in regard 
'' the Enemy had as numerous an 
Army, with all the ftrong Holds 
“ and Magazines in their PoflTeffion, 

« and the Aflfedion of the People 
on their fide. That as they could 
not continue where they were, it 
was his Opinion, they fliould 
« march into the fertile Country 
« about Catania, and endeavour to 
make themfelves Matters of Aii- 
; or elfe canton themttives 
about Syracnfa for their better Sub- 
“ fittance, till new and cffedual Sup- 
“ plies of Troops were lent from 
** To 'this the Admiral 

replied, " That he was Co much of 
his Opinion, that they wanted a 
“ farther Reinforcement of Men, 
“ that upon the firft News of the 
‘‘ ill Succefi of "the Battle, he had 
« wrote to the Viceroy of Naples his 
Sentiments accordingly j that in- 

Ctf * * 
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«« deed the Courts of London and 
Pam did carneftly preG the carry- 
ing on the Entqrprife againft Sar^ 

“ dinia-y but w^en they ihould come 
" to be informed of the . State of 
Affairs, they would probably con- 
fent to have the Army, defigned 
“ for . that Expedition, paG firft into 
Sicily y which, as things flood, he 
“ thought the nearefl way to the 
Conquefl of both Iflands. ,f^hat 
“ after his Departu^ ;fi:om them, he 
would immediately go to Maflesy 
‘‘ and labour that Point with the 
proper Courts, wjith all the Ear- 
‘‘ neftneG and Application pqffrble. 
That as to their marching in the 
mean time into the Country about 
Catania for SubGflance, he appre- 
headed, it would give the World 
a worfe Opinion of the late Ao- 
tion than it defer ved, and make 
it be concluded, that they had been 
defeated and difabled j which would 

blemifli 
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‘‘ blemilh the Credit of their Arms, 
and give too much Spirit to the 
tnemy, and to the Sicilians in 
their Intereft. That being now 
'' joined by the Recruits he had fcnt 
them, and the Battalions from Sy- 
racufa being daily expeded, they 
“ would be in a condition to aft 
‘‘ offenfively, and advance the Em- 
“ peror’s Ajffairs; that Augujla was 
ouc of the way, and not worth 
‘‘ their Attention j and delaying their 
time there was drawing the War 
into unneceflary Length; but that 
the way lay open to Mejjma, the 
befieging of which City would 
fopport the Charaftcr, of their 
Arms, and the taking it make the 
Reduftion of the reft ofthe lfland 
eaiy. That as to what regarded 
the Fleet, the Experience of the 
laft Winter, in "keeping two Squa- 
“ drons, one within, the other with- 
" out the Ezrf, to block up the 

« Ships 
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Ships in Meffinay and fccure the 
Paflage of the Provifioris which 
'' the Army at Metazzo drew from 
Calahria and Ajpulia, had deter- 
mined him never to hazard again 
the Deftrudion of his Mafter’s • 
Ships on a Service of ihcli evi- 
dent Danger, in that tempertuous 
Seafon, without having a Port to 
flielter or befriend him. That the 
Redudion of Meffina was their 
‘‘ mutual Intereft, as his Ships would 
then clean there, and be more at 
hand to affift them •, and the Caiife 
** of the Blockade being removed, 
he fhould be able to fend a Dc- 
tachment to cruize on the Coafts 
of which would ftrairen 

the Enemy, and •obftrud their 
fending Succours into Sicily " This 
Remonftrance had the weight it de* 
ferved, and not Only convinced, but 
gave great Satisfadion to the Gene- 
ral and his Officers j elpecialiy after 
2 his 


1 14 Expedition to S I c I L Y. 

his removing an Objedioii of their 
being in want of Cannon for Battery, 
by agreeing to fpare them out of 
the Sfanijh VmtSy Cannon of 
Twenty-four Pounders, i x of eigh- 
* teen, and, as many of twelve Poun- 
ders; with a proportionable Quan- 
tity of Powder and Ball, to enable 
them to begin the Siege, and pro- 
mifing to folicite ftrongly at Naples 
for remitting to the Army all things 
necellary for carrying on that impor- 
tant Service with Succefs. 

The Conference being over, the 
Admiral took his Leave, the General 
and all the Officers expreffing the 
greateft Efteem and Affedion for 
him at their parting, and being ef- 
corted down to the Water- fide, he 
embarked in the neareft Man of 
.War, and without regard to his own 
Dignity of moving" ‘•at the Head of 
a Fleet, failed away with two Ships 
only, and after an impatient Paflage 
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of eleven Days, a time tedious to a 
Mind ac^five and charged with im- 
portant Affairs, he arrived at Naples, 
where the firft thing he heard with 
great Surprize and Concern, was, 
that his Friend Count Daun was re- 
moved from the Government, and 
departed for Vienna, tho’ his Time 
Was not expired, and that Count De 
Gallas was come thither in his room. 
The difplacing at that Jundure a 
Man fo experienced in military Af- 
fairs, was a Step very inconvenient 
to the Emperor’s Interefl, and an 
unhappy Effedfc of Court Fa£tion ; 
for tho’ the new Viceroy was a Man 
of undoubted Worth and Honour, 
and fuftained the Charader of Ara- 
baffador at the Courts of England 
and Rome with high Dignity and 
Magnificence, and in quieter times 
might have filled his Government 
with great Sufficiency and Applaufe, 
yet not being bred a Soldier, it was 
I z not 
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not to be expeded, he could fo rea- 
dily comprehend the Springs of Mo- 
tion in Armies, or forelee every Pro- 
vifion neceflary for Military Opera- 
tions, the timely Supplies of which 
are the fureJft Foundations of Succefs 
in War. 

After the firfl: Civilities, the Ad- 
miral entering into Conference with 
the Viceroy, painted out to him in 
very lively Colours the State of the 
Imperial Army in Sicily, where the 
‘‘ Event of things, he feid, had not 
“ anlwered the fanguine Hopes they 
‘‘ had flattered themlelves with on 
“ their landing in that Iflaiid ; that 
“ inftead of tramjpling over the Ene- 
‘‘ my, they had received luch a 
“ Shock themlelves, as very much 
“ humbled their Spirits and Expec- 
“ rations, and had been fo far from 
“ making Impreflfon on an Army 
“ favoured and aflifted by the Na- 
‘‘ tives, that they were reduced to 

“ think' 
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think of their own Prefovationj 

being entangled 'among barren 
“ Mountains, depending on a pre- 
“ carious Subfiftance from the Sea, 
“ and in a Country where every 
“ Man they faw was their Enemy j 
“ and finally, that without a Rein- 
“ fofcement, equal to another Army 
“ the Conqueli: of that Kingdom 
“ was impra6i:icable.” The Admi- 
ral having proceeded thus - far, was 
cautious of touching on the Army 
that lay in the Milanefe defigned for 
Sardinia ; fo| by the laft Letters, the 
Courts of Englandj France^ and Tu- 
rin were ftill very prefiing for that 
Expedition *, but he demanded of the 
Viceroy, whether the Emperor had 
any confiderable nmfiber of Troops 
in Italy y befides thole defigned for 
Sardinidy to which he replying, he 
believed not; he asked, whether, if 
thofe Troops defigned for Sardinia 
were immediatdy fent over to Sicily y 
I 3 they 
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they could foon be replaced by other 
Troops from Germanyy to go on 
that Expedition,# which the Viceroy 
doubting, he then fpoke out his opi- 
nion plainly, that the Expedition 
to Sardinia ought to be laid afidc 
“ for the ptefent-, that the carrying 
on both Undertakings together, 
Would end in the Eailure of both, 
and that the fliorteft way of get- 
“ ting both Iflands, was by con- 
“ quering one fir ft.” The Viceroy 

replied, That the Propofition was 
fo much for his Maker’s Intereft, 
that his Concurrence with it was 
“ not to be doubted, but that he 
« feared, he was not at liberty to 
« divert thofe Troops, without the 
“ Confent of the other Courts in 
« Alliance, and prayed the Admiral 
to tnake the proper Reprefenta- 
tions thereupon "to them, as he 
would do himfclf to the Emperor.” 
The Conference being over, the 
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Count de Li^e^ille vj\iom Count De 
Mercy had fent with the Admiral to 
NapleSi was dilpatched away to Men- 
nay with In ftr unions to lay before 
that Court the State of their Ajffairs 
in Sicilyy and the Meafurcs propofed 
for retrieving them. 

Naples feemed to be at this time 
the Center of Affairs in Europe. All 
the Powers in the Quadruple Alli- 
ance, as well as thofe who had- any 
Concerns with them, had Minifters 
there to watch over their relpedive 
Interefts, and drew their Meafures 
from Informatioi| of what paffed 
there. The Admiral went from the 
Viceroy to vifit the Marquis de Breil- 
Uy the King of Sardinia’s Minifter, 
and (hewing him the weak Condition 
of the Imperial Arms in Sicily ^ ' and 
that the Expedient of fending the 
Troops dcfigned’for Sardinia thither, 
was the Effed of invincible NecefE- 
ty, and not a Pretence for Poffpo- 
I 4 ning 
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ning his Matter’s Interefts, which the 
Courts of Enzland and France had as 
much at heart as thofe of the Empe- 
ror, he convinced that Minifter of 
the reafonablenefi of the Meafure, 
who, at his requett, reprettnted the 
matter in a true Light to his own 
Court, and obtained his Matter’s 
Concurrence. 

During the Admiral’s Stay at Na^- 
fles, the Grafton brought in two Ge- 
noefe Ships, which Ihe had taken off 
of Palermo t with <joo Snvifs K^cmits 
on board for the Spanijh Army, who 
were committed Prifoners to the CaL 
ties. The Lenox ran a third afliofe 
with about 200 more Soldiers, and 
burnt her, but moft of the Men 

r- . ’ 

being nothing more to do 
at Naples^ ’till the Sentiments of the 
feveral Courts were 'known upon the 
propofed Alteration of Meafures, the 
Admiral determined in the mean 

time 
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time to pais over again into Sicily ^ 
hoping to find the Army before Me^ 
Jina, in which Cafe his Afliftance* 
would be wanted. He had then 
a ftrong feverifli Diferder ' hanging 
on him, which had reduced him to 
a very low Condition-, a little Reft; 
feemed neceflary for his Recovery, 
but his Heart was with the Army, 
and his Health had no part in his 
Thoughts. The Viceroy too was 
then ill in Bed of a Fever; they were 
defirous of feeing each other before 
the Admiral departed, having fome 
neceflary Points to fettle together. 
The Admiral fearce able ' to ftand, 
was carried to the Viceroy’s Bed-fidc, 
where being feated, they could do 
little more than give broken and im- 
perfed Hints to each other of what 
their minds laboured with, and were 
ibon obliged to ‘put an End to a 
Conference, wherein the weaknefi 
pf their Bodies did not fecond the 

' ;^-:Zeai 
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Zeal of their Hearts for the Publick 
Service. . The Admiral compliment- 
#>cd the Viceroy with as many of his 
Smfs Prilbners, as would be necefla- 
ry to exchange what Germans were 
Prifoners in and taking a final 

Leave of him, embarked for that 
|fland. The Viceroy died two days 
' after, whole Sicknefs the Italians at- 
tributed to his travelling through the 
Campania of Rome in the Dog-days, 
which they efteem fatal His. death 
threw the ^Affairs of that Kingdom 
into great Confufidh, the collateral 
Council alTuming the Government, 
and the military Power xefufing to 
obey .which proved no 

jft^all Ciilierv^^^^ and Retardment to 
the Affairs in Sicily. 

During the Admiral’s Abfence, 
Count Ve Mercy being ftruck blind 
with an Apopledbitk Fit, was obli- 
ged to quit the Camp, and pafs over 
to Reggio fot: Advice, leaving the 
.. Command" 
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Command of the Army to General 
Zumjmgen. General Wachtenionck 
had taken by Stratagem the Town 
of Taormina, a ftrong Pafs in the 
way to Meffina, upon which Encou- 
ragement Zumjmgen broke up from 
Franca Villa with his Army on the 
17th July without any Moleftation 
ftom the Enemy, and forcing the 
ftrong Pafles of Alexis and La SealeU 
ta, with left Oppofition than was e:^- 
peded, after a painful- March 
through a mountainous Country, 
and exceffive heats, but allifted by 
the Tranfport^Veflels^^oafting along 
with the Provifions, Artiileryi' -^and 
heavy Baggage, he j&t down the zoth 
before MeJJina, in which the Ene- 
my had 3000 Men, “^nder the Com- 
mand of the Marfds de Sftnola, an 
Officer" of great Reputation, and well 
furniihed with Provifions and all ne- 
ceffarics for a long and obftinate De- 
fence. In the 'mean time Count Pe 
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Mercy burning with Impatience to 
lye Idle at notwithftandi*ng 

the Anguiih of his Wound, arid the 
Surgeon’s not being able to get the 
Ball out of his Body, as foon as ever 
he began to fee a little with one Eye, 
returned to the Camp before Mejji- 
na. The Admiral after a PalTage of 
five days anchored the z8th off of 
the Point of the Farey and being too 
weak to go out of his Ship, lent his 
firft Captain afliore to the General to 
acquaint him with , his Proceedings 
at Naples j and learning that he was 
in great want of Powder, fent him a 
confiderable Supply. 

The IBperiaUJls ' having taken the 
Caftle of Gonzaga, which ftands on a 
Hill over the City •, and the Baftion 
of the Town, called SecretOy having a 
confiderable Breach made in it, and 
the Governor having withdrawn his 
Troops from the Town into the Ci- 
tadel, the Senate of Medina fent out 

Deputies 
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Deputies to capitulate upon Articles, 
but the General defiring to know, 
whether he was to rr^at with them as 
Subjeds of the Emperor, or as Ene- 
mies j if as the former, he bid them 
open their Gates, and receive his 
Troops, and he would interpofe his 
good Offices with the Emperor in 
their Favour j but if he was to treat 
with them as Enendes, they were to 
get the beft Terms they could for 
themlelves, and he gave them leave 
to go back into the Town to con- 
fiilt with their Principals about it. 
They returned the iame; Evening, 
and told the General, that the next 
Morning, as foon as it was day, they 
would open their Gates, and rely on 
the Emperor’s Clemency, and ac- 
cordingly the Troops marched in the 
8 th AuguJij and took PolTeffion. 

.The City "being taken, the Ad- 
duiral landed fome Er^lijh Grenadiers 
who took the Tower of the Farej 

which 
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ivhich opening a free Paflage for his 
Ships, he came to an Anchor in 
Paradife-Koiid, which the Officers of 
the S^antjh Men of War in the Mole 
perceiving, and defpairing now of 
getting out to Sea, they unbent their 
Sails, and unrigged their Ships, ex- 
pe6ting their Pate with that of the 
Citadel. This gave the Admiral 
great Eafe, and enabled him to em- 
ploy Ships on other Services, which 
had long attended the blocking up of 
that Port. 

It came now to be matter of De- 
bate, what was to be done with thofe 
Ships when the Citadel fliould be ta- 
ken, and they fall into their hands. 
Sknor Scarampk General of the King 
of Sardinia's Gallies, firft flatted the 
Queflion, and claimed the two beft 
of ^'o and 64 Guns, new Ships, which 
had belonged to hiS'Mafler, and wejc 
feizedby the Spaniards in the Port of 
Palermo. He grounded his Right on 
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a Convention made ac apth' 

December 271 8j in which it was faid, 
that as to the Ships belonging to 
the King of Sardinia, if they be 
“ taken in Port, they fliail be reftor- 
cd to him ; but that this ftiall be re- 
ferred to Admiral Dyng to anlwer.” 
To this the Admiral reply’d, “ that 
this Convention having been only 
a Ground-work for another to be 
‘‘ made at Naples, he could be di^ 
redted by none but that which had 
been made in confequcnce thereof 
in April 1715), between the Vice- 
roy o£ Naples, Marquis de BnU~ 
le Minifter of Sardinia, ' and him^ 
felf, in which no M ention is made 
** of thole Ships; and as to the Re- 
ferencc to his Opinion, he did 
freely declare, he could not think 
the King of Sardinia had any Sha- 
“ Jkow of Title t 5 them ; that they 
had been taken by the Enetny, 
were now fitted out and armed at 

their 
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‘‘ tlieir Expence, and under their Co • 
lours ; that they would put out to 
V Sea, if he did not hinder them, and 
« attack all Ships they met 

** with, and if ftronger, take them ; 

fo that he could not conhder them 
‘‘ in any Light than, what they were, 
the Ships of an Enemy.” Count 
De Mercy next put in his Claim for 
the Emperor, alledging, ‘‘ that as 
thofe Ships would be found with- 
in the Port of a. Town taken by 
his Maftcr’s Arms, according to 
the Right of Nations, they be- 
longed to him.” The Admiral 
replied, “ that it was owing to his 
** keeping ..two Squadrons on pur- 
“ pole, and at a great Hazard, to 
watch and obfcrve thofe Ships, that 
they were now confined within the 
Port, which if he was to with- 
draw, they would ftill be abl^to 
go to Sea, and he ftiould have\ 
« chance of meeting with and taking 

them.”' 
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them.” But refleding afterwards 
with 'himfelf, that poflibly the Gar- 
rifon might capitulate for the lafe 
Return of thofe Ships into Sfain^ 
which he was determined never to 
fuifer 5 That, on the other hand, 
the right of Pofleflion might breed an 
inconvenient Difpute among- the Prin- 
ces concerned, and if it fliould prove, 
that they did not belong to 
it were better they belonged to no 
Body, he propoled to Count De Mer- 
cy to fet up a Battery, and deftroy 
them as they lay in the Balon; who 
urging, that he had nq Orders con- 
cerning thofe Ships, and muff write 
CO Vienna for Inftrudions about it, the 
Admiral reply’d with fbme Warmth, 
that he could not want a Power to 
deftroy every thing that belonged to 
the Enemy, and infifted on it with 
fb^uch firmnefs;' that the General 
■dj'eing concerned in Intereft not to car- 
ry Matters to a difagreement, cauE 
K ed 
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cd a Battery to be ere£tccl, notwith- 
ftanding the Proteftations of Scaram- 
pi, which in a little time funk and 
deftroyed them, and compleated the 
Ruin of the naval Power of Sfain. 

In five days after the taking of the 
City, the ImpermUJfs obliged the 
Caftles of Cajldazzo and Mata^iffbne 
to furrender, and being* thus become 
Mailers of all the Callles and Emi- 
nencies about the City, they applyed 
themfelves to the Siege of the Citadel, 
where, from the Strength of the 
Place, the numerous and well pro- 
vided GarriJfon, and the great Repu- 
tation of the Governor, they were 
fure to meet with a very warm and 
vigorous Refinance, and the more, 
as the Germans were ill provided 
with necelTaries for fiich an Under- 
taking. ~ . 

On the 1 5 th Augujl^ the C^isQE 
de :Ligne<viIle arrived in the Camp' 
from Ftetma, with the' good News 

. of 
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• of the Emperor’s having difpatched 
Orders to the Governor of to 

fend his Troops which lay in the 
MHanefej and were defigned for Sar~ 
dtnia^ down to Vadoy in order to be 
tranfported into Sicily. He brought 
a gracious Letter from the Emperor 
to the Admiral, wherein he fignified 
to him, * his Approbation of a 
“■ Proje(9: that was the EfFc6t of his 
“ Zeal and Adivity ; the Satisfac- 
don he had in his wife Coridud, 

“ and for his Love and Attachment 
to his Imperial Perfbn and Auguft 
Houfe j and on all Occafions he 
“ ihould give him Marks of his Af- 
fcdioii and Efteem, and of his 
“ good Remembrance of the Ser- 
vices he had done hini.” 

The Tranfpor ration of the Troops 
from to Sicily W3.s a Service of 
fijch''Moment, and difpatch in it fo 
~1ia:eflary, that the Admiral deter- 

See Appendix. 

. . K 1 mined 
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mined, to conduct that AflFair ^him* * 
fclf, well knowing from his Expe- 
rience of the Slownels of the Ger-^ 
mms in all their Undertakings, how 
much his Weight and Credit were 
necelTary to give their Motions that 
Quicknefi which their Affairs requi- 
red ^ and having intimated his Rc- 
fblution to Count Ve Mercy of paf- 
fing over to N'aplesj and from 
thence to Genoa for that purpofc, he 
prayed the Admiral to reprefent plain- 
ly his Wants to the Government of 
Naples j which nobody knew or un- 
derftood better than himfelf, and 
giving him a Lift of what Particu- 
lars he wanted', added, jocofely, that 
« as the Sie^e was a Child of his 
« own begetting, he ought to nurfc 
it, as well for his own fake, as for 
the common Intereft.” “"X 
The Admiral lailed the KTthvof 
jMguJly and anchored the 23d b^ 
fore Naples^ where the Cardinal De 
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Schottenhach was newly arrived by 
Sea frbm Rome, in quality of Vice- 
roy. The next Day the Admiral 
Went to the Palace, and entering in- 
to Conference with the Cardinal, re- 
p'relented to him, how much the 
Army had fufFcred from the Di- 
vifions of the Government during 
the Interregnum ; that the Siege 
they were erhployed in was a de- 
cifive Point, on which the Fate 
of the Ifland depended and let- 
ting before him the evil Confe- 
quences that would attend a Milcar- 
riage by the want of neceflary Sup- 
plies from his Government, he put 
into his Hand a Lift of Particulars 
he had received from the General. 
The Cardinal was all honeft good- 
natur’d Man, and very willing to 
forwa/dr Affairs, but had no great 
Talents for Bulinets. His high ha- 
rdily had advanced him to the Pur- 
ple, being Lord of a Principality in 
K ? Bo~ 
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Bohemia^ with fomc Marks of Sove- 
reignty. He was appointed t<5 ma- 
nage the Emperor’s Affairs at Rome 
after the Departure of Count GalJas, 
and, at his Death, fucceeded him in, 
his Government. He told the Ad- 
miral, That by the Accounts he 
had received from the proper Of- 
ficers, there was not in the Stores 
“ the quantity of Cannon and Am- 
'' munition which the General de- 
manded j that he would fend to 
Mantua for fomc Cannon, which 
might be tranfported down the Po 
into the Adriatkk, and fo on by 
Sea to Mejjina, where pofftbly, 
'^ if no crofs Accidents happened, 
they might arrive in two Months 
“ time.” Thfi Admiral coming to 
know, that thofe Cannon had no 
Carriages, the Cardinal thought he 
fatisfied that Objedion, by faj^g, 
“ he would fend fbme Carpenter!' 
into the Woods of Ahruzzo to cut 

down 
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down Timber for Carriages. ” 
Theibsand the like unfoldierlike Pro- 
pojfals, gave the Admiral a fenfible 
Regret of the Lofi of Count ham, 
in whole room he found himfelf co- 
operating with a Viceroy better qua- 
lified for his Breviary, than for Coun- 
cil in Operations of War, and whole 
Court was crowded with Monks and 
Priefts, and fiich like difagreeable Ob- 
jeds, inftead of Men of Bufinels 
and Service. The Viceroy returned 
the next Day the Admiral’s Vilit, 
and upon reconfidering the leveral 
Points in the General’s Demands, the 
lame Difficulties recurred about com- 
plying with them, efpecially as to 
the Cannon and Ammunition. The 
Viceroy laid, he would fummon 
" all the General Officers in Town, 
" an^onfult with them about find- 
ing out Expedients to latisfy the 
Wants of the Army, which was 
all that was in his Power to doj” 
K 4 upon 
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upon which the Admiral defired his 
Eminence, “ that after they h^lcl at^ 
tended him and taken thofe Mat- 
ters into Confideration, he might 
have a Conference with them. ’’ 
Accordingly the next Day the Ge- 
neral OflScers came to the Admiral’s 
Houfe, and entering into Converla- 
tion together upon the Particulars of 
the General’s Demands, which lay 
before them, the Articles relating to 
Corn and Recruits were foon got 
over, but the main Difficulty was 
the Demand of Cannon and Am- 
munition. The Admiral told them, 
‘‘ That Count Mercy had not a- 
“ bove twenty Cannon in Battery, 
that he was within two hundred 
“ Paces of the' Counterfearp of the 
Citadel, and hoped he fliould not 
be forced to flop in fb fair'll, way, 
for want of heceflary Supplies j 
“ and that he would be contented,' 
if they could fend him but ten or 
- twelve;' 


* 




Expedition to S i c 1 L Y. 

twelve Cannon from NapUs^ with 
“ a })roportionable (quantity of Pow- 
“ der and Ball.” The Officer of 
the Ordnance attending, gave in a 
Lift of eight Cannon, which he laid 
might be taken from the Mole anej 
Batteries of the City, and lent to 
Mejjma but upon Enquiry, they 
appeared to be of fifty and fix- 
ty Pounders, Ibme without Ball, 
others without Carriages , all of 
them too unweildy, and unfit for 
Battery. He then delivered in to 
them a State of all the Ordnance 
Stores in the Kingdom, upon exa- 
mining of which, the General OT 
ficers unanimoufly confefled, that the 
whole Country was not able to fur- 
nifti the Cannon arid Ammunition 
which Count T>e Mercy wanted. This 
was ftah a Declaration of ,Weaknels, 
as was not to be”expe6ted in lb fine 
a Kingdom. The Admiral now 
plainly perceiving, that the Army 
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had no Reflburce but what lay ia 
himfelf, generoufly fcnt them twihty- 
four Pieces of Cannon of eighteen 
Pounders, belonging to the S'panip 
Prizes, and a proportionable quantity 
of Powder and Shot, contenting 
himfelf with the lingle Credit of the 
General for Repayment to the Cap- 
tors, and at the lame time wrote to 
Genoa and Leghorn to purchafe looo 
Barrels more of Powder, engaging 
his own Security to the Britijh Con- 
ftils for their Repaynient. 

During thefe Tranladions, a num- 
ber of TranIportS having been pro- 
vided at Naples, the Admiral lent 
thein unde^ a Convoy, to Fado, and 
having dilpatched his other Affairs 
with the Cardinal, departed after 
them, and arrived at Genoa the 7th 
of September . The Town faluted his 
Flag with *twenty-oQe Guns, and his 
Permn with ten Guns and twenty 
and the Republick lent 


Chambers 
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off fix Deputies, three of the old, 
and' >as many of the new Nobility, 
to compliment him upon his Ar- 
rival. 

The Admiral had been made to 
believe, that by the 'rime of his Ar- 
rival at Genoa, the Army would be 
ready to embark j but he found 
every thing in extreme Backwardnefi. 
The Troops had not fo much as be- 
gun their March from the Milanefe, 
nor could get to Vado in lefi than 
a Fortnight ; very few Provifions or 
Neceflaries had been bought up, 
and none fliippedj nor were the 
Tranj^ort Veffels properly fitted for 
the Reception of the Troops. Count 
De Eonnevaly who was to command 
this Body, arriving* the next Day, 
went on board the Admiral, and 
with great Mortification underftand- 
ing that he intended to tranfport 
his Army to Melazzo, and even to 
Meffina, if Count Ve Mercy fliould 
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think it neceiTary, and that in the 
mean time he wanted to fend fi)me 
of his Artillery before, with Powder 
and Ball, to enable that General to 
puili on the Siege of the Citadel, 
he began in a boafting manner to 
tell the Admiral “ that his Army 
was upon an independent Efta- 
« blifhment, and to ad under his 
own feparatc Command. That 
« the Projedf was, for him to be re- 
inforced with Troops from Count 
« Ve Mercy, and to march from 
Melazzo to reduce ’Palermo, and 
«« that part of the Ifland ; and there- 
of fore he could not ipare the Ar- 
tilleryj which he fhould want on 
« that Service; and that as to Men, 
Count Pe Mercy had already e- 
“ nough with him to take the Ci- 
“ tadel. ” The Admiral replied, 
« That it was no part of his 
« Intentions to enter into any Rea- 
foning about the feparate Coni- 

«mand 
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piand intended for him in 
bCft that he was fare Count De 
“ would never eonfent to his 

ading, much iels reinforce him 
** with Troops to ad, on any fe- 
“ parate Service, till after thp Re- 
dudion of the Citadel, which 
“ could not be elFeded. without a 
“ Supply of Ganrion and Ammii- 
“ nition, and that the quickeft: way 
for his cntring on the Execution 
“ of any fuch feparate Projeds, was 
“ to have that Service firft over.” 
Bonneijal then fell a railing at Count 
Coloredof Governor of Milan ' to 
whom he imputed' all' the Delays 
and Obftrudions in this Afl-air; 
“ that he could never get from him 
a Lift of the Troops* defigned 
“ to (erve under him; that he took 
no care about the Provifions; nor 
“ fupplied the' ’Military Cheft, the 
“ Artillery, or any other Contin- 
gents of the Army, according to 

«the 


CC 


BxpeMHon fo S 1 c i i t. 

the Regulation made by the Coun^ 
cil of War at Vienna', and^thac 
he was refolved not to ftir with- 
out, his full Complement, which 
was ^500 Men.” Thefe things 
greatly embarrafled the Admiral; but 
the next Day the Governor having 
fcnt his Secretary and Adjutant-Ge- 
neral to the Admiral, to compliment 
him upon his Arrival, they juftified 
every part of his Condud, and con- 
vinced the Admiral, that Count Ve 
Bmneval had not ftated things in a 
fair Light : and indeed in the whole 
courfe of this Tranladion, the Go- 
vernor of Milan,, .who was a Man 
of Honour and Integrity, was not 
wanting in any thing, that depended 
on his Care and Power ; but his good 
Intentions were ill feconded by the 
Sloth or Knavery of the Commiila- 
ries, ,who gave the* 'Admiral infiip- 
portable Trouble.- After much pains, 
he got two, Veffels lent away under 
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Copvoy of a Man of War, with 
fome^^lannon and Amnannicion for 
the Army at Mejina^ but as to the 
jmain Point, he met with great Per- 
plexity and Vexation. He had been 
twelve Days foliciting their putting 
Provilions and Neceffaries on board 
the Tranfports, that they might be, 
ready againft the Arrival of the 
Forces, without any the leaft thing 
being done in it: Upon complain- 
ing of which to Count Ve Bonnewl, 
he contented himfelf with laying the 
Blame on the Gommiflaries, who, 
he laid, would do what they pleafed, 
in fpite of all that he could' tb 
them, and being appointed by the 
jduUck Council of War at Eienna, 
had no regard to his Authority or 
Orders. With Difficulty the Admi- 
ral got them to come to a Confe- 
rence at the General’s Houle, where 
laying before them a State of the- 
leverai Particulars ftill wanting for 
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the intended Embarkation, they pro- 
tefted, they could not get together 
lb much Provifion under fifteen Days 
time ; but entering into a Difcuffioni 
of each Particular, he plainly fliewed 
them, that it might eafily be com- 
paflcd in feven. He then told them, 
‘‘ That as the Governor of Milan 
had aflured him, that the laft Co- 
lumn of Troops would be zt Va- 
“ do the 2. 3 d, if any thing hindered 
“ their embarking the next Day, he 
'' would bp trifled with no longer, 
but go away to MeJjinaj where his 
Prefence was wanted, and leave a 
« Convoy to follow with the Troops j 
and advifed them to confider fe- 
“ rioufly of the Blame they would 
“ incur from their Negligence.” This 
brought them to promife, that all 
the Provifions, Ammunition, and 
other Neceflaries ftibuld be got ready 
and Ihipped off by the time appoint- 
ed for the Arrival of the Troops, 

■: 1 ;^ 
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They being accordingly arrived cm 
the 1^, and the Admiral having 
made a Diipofition to embark them, 
the commanding OiEcer lent him 
word, that very little of the Provi- 
fions were fhipped on board the 
Trani^orts, that moft part of the 
Bi(cuit and Wine was wanting, that 
there was no Salt, Oil, Brandy and 
Tobacco, nor any Hay or Oatsj 
nor could he get any clear Anlwer 
from the chief CommilTaty, by what 
time thole things could be provided. 
The Admiral {ending his Firft Cap- 
tain to find oap thole Officers he 
concealed himfelf from his Sight; 
and indeed the whole Condud of 
thole Officers, looked as if they 
defignedly delayed, iriffiead of for- 
warding this Service. As to Count 
De Bonm^al^ W’ho had been appoint- 
ed to command thole Forces on the 
intended Expedition to S'W/Wi?, he 
was fo dilgufted at his Dilappoint- 
■■ L ' ment. 
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ment, arid the diverting them 4:0 a 
different Service, and to find him- 
ftlf going to a£b under the Com- 
mand of another, that he gave him- 
felf no trouble to forward the Ser- 
vice, but fpent his whole Time in 
Pleafiires at Genaa< After incredible 
Pains and Labour, and at laft fiich 
Menaces as the Commiffaries, and 
even Bomeval himfclf, began to be 
afraid of, the Admiral fliipt off the 
Troops to , the number of about 
<Sooo,* on the a 7 th of SeptemheVy 
with fuch Provifions as could be 
got, and leaving a .M^^n of War to 
convoy the Remainder when ready, 
failed the iSth from Fade, but it 
blowing vety frefli the ipth in the 
Night, the SatCees and Tartans with 
about 600 Men on board, and fomc 
Horfes and Baggage, parted from 
the Fleet, and flood in with the 
Shore for Shelter. The Admiral re- 
ceiving Letters, in his Paflage, from 



Expedition S I c I L Y. 

Count De Mercyi lequcfting, that 
the Tt'^ops might not land at Me- 
laz'z^j but go on to MeJUinay he flood 
away for the.fir^, and arrived be- 
fore the %xh. o£oBohri which 

fb elevated the Spirits of the Army, 
that upon the firft fight of the Fleet, 
Lieutenant-General Wallis with 5000 
Men made a vigorous Attack upon 
the Half-Moon which was nearefl to 
their Approaches^ and carried it but 
with me Lofs of 105 killed, and 
850 wounded. The Admiral re- 
pairing afliore to the General’s Quar- 
ters, Was embraced by him and all 
the General Officers with the mofl 
tender Marks of Affedion and Gra- 
tulation, the whole Army being' over- 
joy’d to fe6 a Man' who alwap 
brought them Relief and Succeis, 
and every Good that attended them. 
Oti the lythv at 'Yen in the Morn- 
ing, the Impmalijls aflaulted the 
Counter-Guard, and mounted to the 
L z top 
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top of tile Breach with great Gallan- 
try, but, after two Hours warm 
work, were repulfed with ^He Lofi of 
I zo Men killed, and 6 i j wounded. 
The Governor having , acquitted him- 
fclf with great Honour in this Rc- 
pulfc, as well as in the general De- 
fence of the place, and finding himlelf 
unable to hold it longer, beat a Par- 
ley the next day, and fiirrendered up- 
on Articles. On the i ^th <> 00 I;®- 
prial Grenadiers marched in, and 
took Pofleflion of a Gate of the Ci- 
tadel. On the z ift the Spanijh Gar- 
rifbn, marched out through the 
Breach, and were tranlpored by Sea 
to Augujia. Thus ended a Siege of 
days, which coft the Germans 
above 5000 «Men killed or wound- 
al. 

Count de Bonnes al finding his 
Troops incorporated with the Army, 
and his Projeds of a feparate Com- 
mand yaniihed, pretended Sicknefi, 

and^ 
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and getting leave to go to Reggh for 
Advice,Mie repaired to Fknna^ and 
returned no more to the Army. He 
was a Native of FranCf, and had all 
the Sprightlinefs and Levity of that 
Nation. He was a gallant Officer, 
had received many Wounds, and ftill 
feels the painful Remembrance of a 
moft terrible one he got in Hungary. 
He had no Zeal for the Service of his 
Prince, any farther than it {iiited his 
own Intereft or Ambition, to which 
he willingly lacrificed his Duty. While 
the Admiral gave himfelf incredible 
Pains at Genoa and Vado to quicken 
the Departure of .the Army, he was 
thought to throw in the Way all the 
fccret Obftrudtions he could, ’till he 
knew the IlTue of the Solicitations 
he was carrying on zt Viennay to be 
continued in a leparate Command. 

Whilft the Siege of the Ci^ldel was 
depending, ih&Spani(h Army decamp- 
ed from Franca Villa ^ likAugujiy and 
’ ' L 5 marching 
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marching to^2i.t^s J^amettay the Mar- 
quis de hede. gave out, that Would 
attack the Imperialijis, and'' appeared 
upon the Hills in fight of the Camp, 
attended by a great Number of Pea- 
fants he had drawn together, bi4t find- 
ing it w^fi guarded, and his Army 
being fickly, he fortified a ftrong 
and advantagious Poft at Cajko Gio- 
^ane in the Center of the Ifland, 
where he laid in large Magazines, 
in order to retire thither in cafe of 
Necefiity, and in the r^e^n time 
cantoned his Troops about Aderno, 
Paterno, and Catania. 

It was during this Siege, that the 
Adnairal, hayipg received Infortna- 
tion, that Veffels belonging to Mal- 
ta had gone" to Sea with Spanijh 
Commiflions, and taken feme 
lijh Merchant Shij^s, fent a Letter to 
the ^jrztod MafterV “ complaining 
of his Partiality and Injuftice, de- 
maiiding Satisfaiftion for the Da- 
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inages the Merchants had fuftain- 

ed, and his giving ftr id Orders to 
“ prohibk the like unfair Proceed- 
" ings for the future.” He wrote 
at the fame time to Mr. Alexander 
Yomgj the Englifi Gonful at Malta, 
to make a flrid Enquiry ‘ what Mer- 
chant Ships had been taken by Priva- 
tiers fitted out from Malta, or where- 
in Maltefe Subjeds had been con- 
cerned, and to lay a State thereof 
before that Government, with a De- 
mand of Reparation, and to let him 
know their Anfwer. The Grand 
Matter and his Council being alarm- 
ed at this Mefiage, lent the Cheva- 
lier BaWini to the Admiral, to repre- 
fent and excufe the Proceedings of 
their Government in the Points com- 
plained of, and to lay before him the 
Difficulties they were under from their 
Dependance on Sfain, and to endea- 
vour to remove' all Caufes of his Dif- 
facisfadion with them. But the Ad- 
L 4 miral 
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niiral not having yet received ,any 
ipecifick Account of the p^ticular 
LoflTes of the Merchants, aiid fo not 
able himielf to fettle the Terms of 
Reftitution with Balbrniy fent his firfl: 
Captain {Saunders) with two Men of 
War to Malt a 3 direding him to 
make an exa£t Enquiry into the fe- 
‘‘ veral Captures that had been made, 
“ and to lay the l&me before the 
Grand Mafter and his Council, 
and to demand Reparation, fo far 
“ as their Subjeds had been concern- 
ed therein i and in Cafe he found 
them willing to give reafon- 
able AfTurances of doing Juftice 
for what was pafl:, and of a bet- 
ter Behaviour for the future, he 
was to enter into a Convention 
with them for that purpofe, ' and 
for eftabliftiing a good Agreement 
with them V but oclierwife, he was to 
“ take all Ships and ^^effels he fhould 
meet with.belonging to that Ifland.” 

Captain 
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Captain Saunders arriving at Malta, 
found .4, fair difpofition in thofe Peo- 
ple to giVe the Admiral and the Eng- 
lifi Nation all reafonable Satisfaction 
in their Proceedings. They fhewed, 
that they had never confented to, 
or approved of their Subjects en- 
'' tring into the Service of but 

“ had ilTued ftriCt Proclamations pro- 
“ hibiting them to be any ways con- 
cerncd on either Side, in the War. 
‘‘ They did not deny, that one of 
** their VelTels had taken a Commit- . 
** ifion from the Marquis de Lede, to 
“ cruize upon the Enemies of Spain, 
but made appear, that they had 
lent one of their Order to entreat 
‘‘ him to revoke that Gommiflion, 
and had made tlfe l&me Applica- 
tion to the Court zt Madrid, but 
had been anlwered with great 
Roughnefi ztpi. Menaces. That to 
avoid as nfuch as they could all 
« Occalions of Complaint, they had 

“called 
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called ia all their Privatiers whjch 
had been cruizing in the he’vant 
againft the Turks^ in ord^ tp dit 
“ arm them j but that they could 
" not always govern the Unrulinels 
« of their People, when they would 
‘‘ enter into the Service of any Chri- 
“ ftian Prince, whole Colours pro- 
teded them from their Enquiry 
‘‘ or Vihtation, which was the Mis- 
fortune of their Conftitution, as 
they depended upon the ChrilHan 
Princes of Emoj^e for their Reve- 
nue, and in particular drew at that 
“ time their daily Suftenance of Pro- 
“ vifions ifirom that part of 
‘‘ whicll jW.|s the Subjedion 

of the General j and -final- 

“ ly, that they had received no part 
“ or benefit firom the Prizes, which 
palTed entirely thro’ the hands of 
“ the Sfanijb Agent,v^ and in which 
“ they had no manner of Intereft or 
Coriqprp.” -The Captain was con- 
vinced 

■ ■■ ■ . ' ■■■ ■ 
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viHced of the Sincerity and Truth of 
their declaration, but on the other 
hand told them, that it was not his 
« bufineis to enquire into the Nature 
or Dependanoe of their Govern- 
« ment, and it was for them to ac:- 
commodate their Grievances with 
Sfain as they .could. That his In- 
ftrudions were plain, and found- 
« ed in Juftice, demanding Redrefi 
for the Loffes his Countrymen had 
fuftained, from thofe who occa- 
honed them, who were their Sub- 
« jeds i and that if they would not 
enter into a Negodation for that 
purpofe, he ftiould he obliged to 
put his Orders in Execution.” In- 
timidated by thefe Threats, they im- 
mediately appointed two Commif- 
faries to treat with him j and it being 
made out by Proof, that five EvgUjB 
Merchant Shi^ had been taken hy 
Maltefe Ships unider Spmip Co- 
lours, they fubmitted to pay the full 

Value 
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Value of them and their lading, with- 
in twelve Months after Application 
from the Claimants. But chinking 
themfelves aggrieved by this Treaty, 
and protefting themlelvcs to be under 
a Force to fign any Terms, rather 
than feel the Elfeds of the Admiral’s 
Difpleafurc, they referved to them- 
felvcs a Liberty of appealing to the 
Equity of the Admiral, and from him 
to the King, for a mitigation of the 
Severity of the Conditions. They 
difpatched away accordingly the Che- 
valier de la Vaf to the Admiral, who 
not thinking he had any Right to 
compound for other Men’s Proper- 
ties, the Deputy paffed on to the Eng- 
lijb Court at London^ to execute his 
Commillion. He had likewife a pri- 
vate Inftrudion, to implore the 
King’s Intereft with the feveral Prin- 
ces at the approachin^^Congre^s, that 
Malta might be freed from it’s Sub- 
jedion to Skily, and enjoy the Rights 

and 
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and Privileges of a free and neutral 
Port, in time of War, among the 
Chriftiaii Powers. 

The Imperialijis having fpent ibme 
time in levelling thq Tines, Trenches, 
and Batteries before Mejjinay and in 
putting the Place into a Pofture of 
Defence, they held feveral Conful- 
tations, at which the Admiral aflift- 
cd, concerning what Meafures were 
next to be taken. The Redu<5i:ion 
of Mejfina had brought ; Val Demona 
under the Obedience of the Empe- 
ror, but the whole Province being 
mountainous and. barren, was fo little 
able to fupply the Army with Provi- 
lions and Forrage, that the Inhabi- 
tants of MeJJma, and other Towns, 
daily petitioned the General for their 
own Subfiftance, fince they could 
draw no , Corn, as they ufed; to do, 
from the pleiiti^l Parts of the Ifland, 
which were ii^ the Pofleflion of the 
Spaniards. To march after the Enc- 

my 
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my in a wintry Seafon, with their 
Horfe already harraffed, and almofl: 
ftarved, through an adverl^ Coun- 
try, and without any Provifions but 
what they carried *, and, if they fiir- 
mounted all thefe difficulties, to at- 
tack them in the ftrong Camp of Cajlro 
Gio^dnCi was judged too rafti to be 
attemptedj after the Experience of 
'Eranca Villa, To march to Palermo^' 
and get Pof&ffion of the Capital^ 
was more defirable, than eafy of Exe- 
cution. It was a March of feventeeti 


Ifland, through an unknown, moun- 
tainous,^ ft6ril Country, where they 
ex|«aled' fiidBen Infufei 
great part df the Way being Co nar- 
row, that two Men, could hardly go 
abreaft } and if they met with no 
Enemy, they had no Forrage for 
their Horfe, no Magazines iii the 
way of their March, kor a fuflEcient 
Number of Beafts of burthen to car- 
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ry Provifions along with ' them, nor 
Money to buy them, if they could 
be got. The next Projed: that oc- 
curred, was to go to Trapani i where 
the Piedmont efe had ■ a Gafrifcn. This 
would be changing the Scene of the; 
War to great Advantage, for inftead' 
of being confined and famifhed in the 
Mountains, they Ihould be able to 
enlarge themfelves in a* plentiful 
Country, and by 'ading on eqeal 
Terms with the Eneitiy^ havfe a rea-' 
fbnable Chance to drive them out of 
the Ifland. But to go thither by 
Land was > impradicabiel ^and as thfeir 
Tranlport Veflels couM 'not catty 
bove a third Part of -the Army at a 
time, the Divifion of their Troops 
was hazardous, and^iighb- be fatal. 
For Trapani being fituated on* an' IJlh- 
musy and : having no Magazines oT 
Corn, Mar de Lede mi^t- 
march, and |len up* the firft Dc-‘ 
tachment, within that narrow Neck 
' ; of 
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of Land, where they would ftapve 
for want of Provihons, before the 
reft of the Army could join them. 
The only Choice remaining was to 
go to Syracufa, but that too was im- 
pradicable by Land, by reafon of 
the fame Objedions as are already 
mentioned j and befides, there lay 
in the Way feveral deep and rapid 
Rivers, where the Enemy might de- 
fend the Paflages widi great Advan- 
tage : And though it was hot diffi- 
cult to tranfporc the Army thither by 
Sea, yet it was an uncomfortable 
Refledion, that they fhould be then 
the whole length of the Ifland diftant 
from Palermo, . and could only pro- 
pofe to fubfift themfelves from day 
to day during the Winter, the Ene- 
my lying between thern and the great 
Carkatori or Subterraneous Maga- 
zines, where the Irffiabitants ufually 
lay up their Corn, which were po 
Miles diftant. With thefe difagree- 
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abk Profpeds they pad away feme 
days under Incertainty what, to do; 
when one Evening the Generals Mer^ 
cy and Zumjungen repairing on Board 
the Admiral, and renewing the Sub- 
je£t of their late Conferences, they 
told him in a very defponding man- 
ner, tha^having thoroughly weigh- 
ed the Situation of their Affairs, 
and finding they could neither 
fubfift, nor undertake any Adion 
“ where they were, they had come 
“ to a Refolution to leave a ftrong 
Garrifon in Meffinay and to tran- 
" {port the Hork over by Sea to 
Calahria, and the Foot to Syracu- 
where they might be able to 
“ maintain thcmlelves during the 
Winter, and be ready to makeuk 
“ of fuch Advantages as might offer 
« for ading againft the Enemy in 
“ the Spring ; ailri prayed his Affif- 
tance in tha| Service. The Ad- 
‘‘ miral replyed, that he hoped, 
M their 
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^ their Affairs were not fo deaerate, 

' as they apprehended ; that he had 
been eniploying his Thoughts for 
'‘ their Service, and believed, he 
“ fliould be able to extricate them out 
« of their prcfent Circumftances : 

« That, of all the late Propofitions, 

“ the tranfporting the Army to Ira- 
fani pleafed him heft, as it would 
“ turn the difficulty upon the Sfanijh 
“ Army, by obliging them to make 
« uneafy Marches, and to keep the 
“ Field in the Winter. That when 
“ the whole Army was at Trapani, 
« they fliould be able to enlarge their 
“ Quarters,' the Granaries of Corn 
“ would fall into their hands, and 
“ their Neighbourhood to Palermo 
“ keep that Place in awe, ’till the 
“ Seafon told favour their march- 
“ ing towards it, the Redudion of 
“ which would b\ing the War to a 
« fpeedy Iffuc. that he had con- 
« fidered of the difficulty of fubfift- 
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iag one part of the Army at Tra- 
paniy ’till the reft arrived ; and, 
as England was in Peace with the 
(governments of he would 

“ fend his Secretary to Tanisy which 
was the neareft African Port to 
Trapaniy and employ him and the 
Englijh Conful to buy up whatever 
" Quantity of Corn was neceflary, 
and tranfport the fame to Trapani. 
That He knew Yery well they had 
" no Money, and therefore would 
" employ his own Cafh and Credit 
to procure this Supply, depend- 
" ing upon their honour for Repay- 
ment, and did not doubt to lodge 
the Corn at Trapaniy before the 
" firft Detachment of Troops arriv- 
ed there.” Count T*? Mercy pene- 
tranng immediately into the Facility 
and advantagious Confequences of 
this Scheme, rofe* up, and embm- 
cing the Admir^ in a kind of Trah- 
fport, acknowledged " that he had 
M 2;"' “ hit 
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“ hit on the only Method pradica- 
« ble, not only for the Prefervation 
“ of the Army, but even for pufli- 
ing on the W ar with Suecels. That 
« as it was a Proteftant Scheme, he 
fliould have Proteftant Troops, and 
“ Proteftant Generals to put it in 
“ Execution i” and accordingly Ge- 
mnl Zumjungen, with Count Sec- 
hndorf, the Prince o£ Hejfey and Ge- 
neral Schmettau embarked the 2 5d 
No^emher with 7000 Foot and 500 
Horfe, and arrived fortunately in three 
days at Trapani, where finding a plen- 
tiful Remittance of Corn ready ar- 
rived from Tank, they not only poft- 
ed themfelves there in Security, but 
enlarging their Quarters into the Coun- 
try, brought the Cities o£ Marfalamd 
Mazzara to fubmit to the Obedience of 
the Emperor. Tlje Tranfports and 
Convoy returning^, brought thither 
more Troops. Count^S^ Mercy and the 
Admiral departing with the laft Con- 
voy 
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\^y jFrom Mejjim on the 1 51th January 
confifting of 5400 Foot and noo 
Horfc, they were overtaken by a vio- 
lent Storm ojff of the Ifle of Alicudi, 
which drove all the Tranlports into 
Melazzo and MeJJina^ the Admiral, 
with the General on Board his Ship, 
getting with difficulty to Trapani on 
the i5?th, but the whole Convoy did 
not arrive there ’till the zd March, 
many Soldiers dying in the Paflage, 
and amongft them General Wachten- 
donch, regretted by every Body. The 
whole being got together a- 

mounted to 14000 Foot and 5000 
Horfe, befides the Garrifbns left in 
Meffina, Melazzo, Syracufa, and the 
adjacent Ports. 

Thefe Motions of .the Imperialijs 
made the Marquis de Lede quit the 
Polls of Mola, Taormina and Catania, 
and leaving a Detachment in his flrong 
Camp at Qafiro Gioi^ane, to fecure the 
Magazines heiiad ere<iited there, he 
M 5 marched 
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mafchecl and fixed his Camp from 
Alcamo to Salamay with his head Quar- 
ters at Opfel Vttrt^noy from whence 
he continually fent out Detachments 
to deftroy the Country about Mat^ 
(ala and Mazzara^ and to carry ojff 
all the Cattle, Grain and Wine, which 
Zmnjmgm could not at firft prevent ; 
but being ftrengdiened with new 
Supplies by Sea, he at laft obliged 
their Parties to retire, and on the Ar- 
rival of Count De Mercy, the Spa- 
nifi General was reduced to fortify 
his Camp with ftrong Entrench- 
ments and Redoubts, with Batteries 
of Cannon. 

Count De Mercy making a Motion 
of extending his Quarters beyond 
Mazzara, the 'Marcjuis de Lede quit- 
ted Cajiel Vetrano, and retired with 
his Army to Alcamo, from whence 
he lent his MarefcBai de Camp Signor 
d’ Aponte, on the Cth-jQ^Fehruary with 
Overtures to Count De Mercy and the 

Admiral’ ■ 
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Admiral for evacuating Sicily^ on 
Condition of Leave to tranfport his 
Army into Spain, and in Order there- 
to, defiring a Sufpenfion of Arms, 
This Propofition contained nothing 
difagreeable to the Germans., who 
would thereby obtain all they wanted, 
by becoming Mailers of the King- 
dom without any farther Trouble j 
but the Admiral protelling againll 
it, and declaring that not a Man of 
the Spafttjb Army Ihould pafi out of 
that Illand, until a general Peace was 
made, for that it would be to furnilh 
Spain with a Body of their bell Troops 
to llrengthen their Army ading a- 
gainll France, or elle they might be 
employed in dillurbing England, he. 
was difmilTed with thw Counter Pro- 
pofal from the Count Pe Mercy, that 
if the Marquis would fur render Pa- 
lermo, and the ,^South-fide of the 
Illand, apd retire with his Army in- 
to the middte*^f the Gountry towards, 
M 4 , Cajlfo 


68 Expedition to Siciui:, i 

Cajlro Gio^aney or to any other Pafs 
proper for his Security, he would 
confent to a Sulpenfion of Arms for 
fix weeks, ’till the Sentiments of the 
ieveral Courts might be known *, which 
being an Advantage more than equi- 
valent to the Operations of fix weeks 
in that early Sealbn, the Admiral 
confented thereto, With this Rcftric- 
tion, that if the Spaniards attempted 
to withdraw any of their Men in the 
mean time, the Sulpenfion fliould 
be void, and he would afl againft 
them with all his Force. Count J)e 
Mercy diipatching Lieutenant Colonel 
Bellaire to Fiema, to acquaint that 
Court with thefe Overtures, and to 
' bring back their Diredions, the Ad- 
miral fent away ‘thither his eldeft Son 
Mr. Byngy with -Inftrudions, that if 
the Imperial Court liftned to the Pro- 
polis of the Spani^^Genera], to de- 
clare, that his Father could nwer fufFer 
any Parc of the Spanijh^xmy to de- 

part 
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past out of the Iflandy ’till the King of 
Spin had acceded . to the Quadruple 
Alliance, or ’till he received pofitive 
Inftrudions hiom 'En^and for doing fo. 

The lith Fehmary Qonm J)e Mer- 
cy marched towzids Caflel Vetrano, 
for the more commodious Subfiftancc 
of his from whence he de- 

tached General Sechendorf with 1500 
Men and fome Cannon^ to reduce 
Saccay where there was a large Cari- 
catore of Corn. The Town im- 
mediately furrendered, but the Spa- 
niardsy to the Number of 300, re- 
tired into the Caftle. . 

The Marquis De Lede finding his 
firft Propofitions inefFe€tuaI, fent two 
General-Officers, the Marquis De San 
VicenzOy and Signior 'D’Apmtey to the. 
Imperial Camp the ipth of February 3_ 
with Inftru(Stions to treat about the 
Surrender of Palermo and a confidcr- 
able pagt^f the adjacent Country, 
m confideration of a Sulpenfion of 

Arms 
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Arms for three Months-, but whi]ll>^ 
the Negotiation was depending, the 
Marquis receiving an Exprefs from 
Madrid on the z8th with Advice, 
that a general Peace was made, he 
fent immediately to break off the 
Treaty. This fcemed Matter of great 
Surprize, but the lecret Realbn was, 
that S^atn was at that time treating 
with France to reftore Fontarahia , 
St. Sehajiian, and other Places taken 
in the War, and hoped to get in ex- 
change, for the Evacuation of Siciljf 
and Sardinia, the Reftitution of thofe 
Towns, and of Gibraltar-, or, at 
jeaft, to have both the one and the 
other referred to a Congrefi. Upon 
this. Count De Mercy gave frefli Or- 
ders for attacking the Caftle of Sacca, 
which had been retarded by the great 
Rains. The Caftle being batter’d 
with four Pieces of* Cannon, and 
not very ftrong, furrendef^he <?th 
of March, the Garrifbn"’&ng made 

Pri- 
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Prifoners of War. The taking this 
Place gave great Relief to the Imperial 
Army, who found there 2.0000 Solms 
of Wheat; 

During thefe Tranladions, a Cou* 
rier difpatched horn Paris by the Earl 
of Stair the Britijh Ambaflador there, 
brought the Admiral Information, 
that the Marquis De Beretti Landi, 
the Spanijh Minifter at the Hague y 
had figned the Quadruple Alliance 
the r7th of February ^ brought 
likewife a Packet from that Minifter 
to the Marquis Ve Ledey and another 
from the Emperor’s Minifter to Count 
De Mercy y to acquaint' them there- 
with. A Trumpet was lent with 
the Spanijh Minifter’s Packet to the 
Marquis Be Lede, a'nd to know his 
Sentiments thereupon. He returned 
Anfwer, That his Mafter’s Mini- 
fy fter having ligned 'the Quadruple 
Allj^agg, he looked upon the Peace 
as a thing concluded, and was 

“ there- 
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therefore ready to treat of a Cefla- 
“ tion of Hoftilities by Sea and Land, 
until they ftiould receive farther Or- 
ders from their reipedi^^e Courts.’^ 
To this it was replied, by the Ad- 
miral and Count i>e Mercy, That 
as the Evacuation of Sicily and 
Sardima was to be performed with- 
in two Months after the laid Sign- 
“ ing, they were ready to confenc 
to a Sufpenhon of Arms, upon 
his delivering up the City and 
“ Cattles of Palermo, at which Place 
Tranfports ^ould be beft provi- 
ded, and other neceflary Mealures 
concerted ibr the Tranlportation 
“ of their into Spain,’^ The 

Marquis returned Anfwer, " That aa 
he underftood, the Plenipotentia- 
ries of their Matters at the Hague 
were in Treaty for fettling the 
“ Terms of evacuating thofe Iflands, 
“ he did not think himj^]j£>. autho- 
rized, to agree toi aTSfation on 
- ‘‘ any 
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'any other Condition, than that 
“ each Party fliould remain on the 
‘‘ Ground they occupied, and expe£t 
farther Orders from their refpe^ive 
Principals.” 

The Diladvantages arifing from 
filch an Agreement were too obvious 
to be fiibmitted toj for the Men of 
War and Tranfports lay very incon- 
veniently at Trapani, an unlafe Roadj 
where they had fuftained confidera- 
ble Damage, and feme of the Tranf- 
ports had been loft; it was therefore 
neceflary to have Palermo, as a fecure 
Retreat for the fleet, and the moft 
commodious Port for ftiippihg off 
the Troops ; befides it was a Pledge 
of the Sincerity of the Intentions of 
Spain to evacuate the Ifland. In the 
next place, it put the Germans un- 
der a manifeft inequality to be con- 
fined tp the Ground they occupied, 
w^B‘''^l^>Spaniards were in poflef 
fion of the principal -Carkatorr -oP 

Gorn, 
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Com, and plundered and rifled^ ac 
pleafure a Country they were fbon to 
leave. Nor could they comprehend, 
how an Enemy, who fix Weeks be- 
fore, oifered to leave the whole 
Ifland, on condition of being fcnt 
back into S^ain, Ihould now icruple 
to furrender Fakmo; and therefore 
as it had the Appearance of Chica- 
ning, they refolved to go on with 
the Operations of the War. But 
before they proceeded to Adion, 
they agreed to fend a joint Letter 
to the Marquis, propofing an Inter- 
view between them at the Cajfling 
Ve Rojfignolay half way between 
the two 'Armies, where accordingly 
they met the zd of Afril s.% NoSti, 
with an Efcortc of zoo Horfe on 
each fide. In the Conference the 
Marquis De Lede owned, That 
« he knew the King his Mafter had 
“ figned the Qiiadruplg^liiss^i:^^ 
‘‘.and did not doubt ofliis Inten- 

“ tion ' 
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"fton to evacuate Sicily ; but decla- 
red, he had no Orders yet about I 

itj that he expedited full Powers 
and Inftrudfcions loon, and wiflied 
they would, in the mean time;, 
come to a Ceflation of Arms.” 

He was asked, Whaf Propoials hb 
‘‘ had to make for that purpolie?” 

He anfwered “ None, but that both 
Armies might hold the Country 
that was in their PofTeffion, until 
he received Orders to treat about 
the Evacuation.” Count 
thinking it unreafbnable to be ty’d 
down to a fmall Trad of ' Country 
where he could not lubfifti asked 
him, “ whether in cafe they fliould 
confent to his keeping PofTeffion 
“ of Palermo j he hM Power to de- 
liver up Augujla, and the other 
Polls they held on that fide of 
the Iflandj v/kich were now of no 
but it would be ra- 
ther a Conveniency to him to 

‘‘ draw 
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draw away the Garfifons taiid 
‘‘ Troops he had in thofe Parts, to 
“ join his Army, in order to the in- , 
“ tended Evacuation ?” He -confcC- 
fed, “he could not give up, nor 
quit the PofTeffion of any Part he 
had of the Ifland, until he recei- 
ved farther Orders from his Ma- 
“ fter,” and read part of his Inftruc- 
tions to them. Count De Mercy on 
■ the other fide, fhewed him part of 
the Emperor’s Orders, which direct- 
ed him “ to agree to a Sujpenfion 
“ of Arms in order to the Evacua- 
“ tion of Sicily and Sardinia and to 
“ concert with the Marquis De Lede 
“ the neceflary Conditions for faci- 
“ litating the fame, and to adjuftthat 
“ Affair by alTreafonable Meafiires: 

But that, if the Marquis De Lede 
“ fliould not own his having Orders, 
“ or endeavour to^evade them and 
“ gain time, by pretending^Se-%;d 
“ to Madrid for farther liSruCtions, 
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ahd not name a reafbnable time 
for beginning to embark part of 
his Troops, in that Cafe, he was 
to make ufe of his Arnis to oblige 
him to execute the Treaty, which 
‘'' the Spanijh Minifter had figned at 
“ the Haguet^" He farther told the 
Marquis, that the l yth of April was 
underftood to be the time they ihould 
go upon the Evacuation, but if it 
was not poflible for him to begin (6 
foon, he would not differ about a few 
Days, provided they entred now in- 
to fbme Agreement about the man- 
ner of doing it. He offered him 
the Tranfports he had in his Service, 
and affured him, that he fliould be 
accommodated with Trovifions ahd 
every thing he could in f eafon demand. 
The Admiral, on his Part, gave him 
the like AfTurances, and that he fliould 
be efcorted by as nifany of his Matter’s 
Shi^^^ -he fhould defire. The 
Marquis owned, that all they faid was 
N reafbnable. 
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feafonable, but complaining oF the 
want of Orders, the Conference broke 
off without coming to any Ifliie. At 
parting, the Marquis prayed .the Ad- 
miral to releafe the Bifliop of Mazza^ 
ra, who was his Prilbner, which the 
Admiral readily confented to. 

During thefe Debates, one of the 
EngUjh Ships cruizing off Palermo, 
rook a Felucca^ {ent by Cardinal 
<viva fwm Rome, with Packets of 
Letters from Spain to the Marquis de 
Lede, which he delivered to the Ad- 
miral i who feeing the King of Spains 
Seal to the Letters, generoufly fenc 
them unopened to the Marquis, and 
let the Felucca and Crew at Liberty. 

The Conference being broke ofi^ 
the Admiral returned to the Fleet at 
Trapani, and Count de Mercy refolv- 
ing to attack the Spaniards, marched 
towards Alcamo, where he arrived the 
8 th April, the Marquis havirjgfret^t- 
cd the Night before with Precipita- 
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tion, leaving fome fick Men behind, 
whom he could noc carry away. The 
Marquis encamped at Palgmrnera and 
Sala di Vartenkoy but fearing to be 
followed by the ImperiaUjisy he retired 
on to Monreale, The Retreat of the 
Spaniards made Count De Mercy re- 
fblve on the Siege o£ Valermoy in order 
to which he lent Golond Baron Ney- 
perg to confer with the Admiral about 
the neceffary Alliftance to be given by 
the Fleet in facilitating the March of 
the Army towards that Place, by coaft- 
ing along with the Proviiions and Ne- 
ceflaries they fhould want in their 
March, as well as in the Siege, and 
fupplying them with Cannon and Am- 
munition for that Enterprize. The 
neceflary DiijDofitions being concert 
ed between the Army and the Fleet, 
the Count decamped from Alcamo 
the 1 8 th Aprih^ and followed the 
Jvlarqms de hede, who retreating to- 
wards Monreale, kept Pofleflion of 
N X that 
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that and; other advantagious PoftSj 
which led into the Plain before 'PaJer^ 
mo, fortifying at the lame time a 
ftrong Pafs by the Sea-fide called Sfer- 
ra which was another way 

between the Sea-Shore and the Moun- 
tains, into the lame Plain. Count 
T)e Mercy being arrived at Sala di Far- 
tenico, and not judging it advifeable 
to attempt the Paffes which the Ene- 
my poffeded on the Road of Monreale, 
he divided his Army into two Bodies, 
fending General Zumjmgen with all 
his Cavalry (except the Huflars and a 
Regiment of Dragoons) and feven 
Battalions of Foot, with the Artil- 
lery and Baggage, to the Sea-fide, 
with Orders to force the PaG of Sfer- 
ra Ca<vaIlo, and.'cnter that Way into 
the Plain of Palermo^ whilft he him- 
felf with the reft of the Army afeend- 
ed the difficult Mountains about Ca- 
nni, in order to get down that Way, 
into the feme Plain, judging, that if 

the 
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the Marquis drew his Army to defend 
the Pais of Sferra Ca‘valloy he fliould 
get between him and Palermo, or at 
Icafl, have the Advantage of falling 
upon his Rear. The Count having 
gained the heights of the Mountains, 
from whence are difeovered the Plain 
and City Palermo, perceived the 
Spamjh Army encamped in the Bot- 
tom, intending to obftrud his De- 
feent, and occupying all the Paffes 
in the Way. Here Count De Mer- 
cy (tnt to Ztmjmgen to rejoin him, 
which he did by the Afliftance of 
Guides provided by the Magiftrates 
of Carini, leaving a Detachment un- 
der the Command of Colonel Baron 
de Witgenau, to convoy the Artillery 
and Baggage by the Way of the Sea- 
fide, who arriving at the Pafi of 
sferra Cavallo, found it abandoned by 
the Spaniards. Qn the t ill the Ger- 
mans began to delcend from the 
Mountains, and forcing the leveral 
N 5 Palles 
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PafTes with lefs Oppofition than was 
expeded, were almoft all got down 
before Night to the bottom. The 
whole was a moft difficult and fati- 
guing March, through Ways that 
the Inhabitants themfelves had rarely 
pradifed, but which the Count fur- 
mounted with great Expedition and 
Military Judgement. 

The Admiral coafting along, in 
Conformity to the Motions of the 
Army, came to an Anchor with the 
Fleet the loth in Monde llo Bay, and 
fcnt fbme of his Soldiers to take Pot 
fcffion of a Tower on the Point, and 
another at the landing Place, as alfo 
three Calfines that flood between, 
in order to preferve their Communi- 
cation. 

On the zid the Marquis de Lede 
fent Colonel Lacjj his Aid de Campy 
with a Letter to the‘''Admiral, inclo- 
fing a Spanifi Gazette, wherein was> 
publiflied the Treaty of Sufpenfion 

of ' 
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of« Arms -at Sea, concluded ac the 
Hague between the Minifters of Great 
BritatTiy France which 

was to take Place on the loth In- 
ftant, and therefore he propoled to 
the Admiral, “ to come to an A- 
greement with him for a ieparate 
“ Ceflation of Hoftilities, as they 
had both full Powers for that pur- 
pofe j and protefted againfl: any 
Violences he fliould commit, con- 
“ trary to the plain Inftrudions 
of their Sovereigns.” This Snare 
laid to feparate the Admiral from the 
German Army, had no Effect, the 
Admiral returning Anlwer, that 
“ he could give no Regard or Cre- 
dit to a pretended Convention 
publiflied in a Foreign News Pa- 
per, and even in which there was 
aClaufe, that nothing in it fhould 
derogate from what , fhould be a- 
greed between him and the Mar- 
quis, for what concerns the Medi-‘ 
N 4 terranean 
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tenanean Sea. That as the S^a- 
wjh Minifter had figned the Qua- 
*' druple Alliance ever fince the 1 7th 
Fehrmry laft, it was furprizing, 
that in all this time the Martinis 
had received no Orders for treat- 
‘‘ ing about the Evacuation of the 
Ifland, which was the neceflaiy 
“ Conf?quence of it, but that he 
“ ftill maintained every Point and 
“ Poft with the fame Zeal and Ardor, 
as before his Mailer’s AccelTioii to 
the Alliance, That the. time for 
“ beginning the Evacuation was 
‘‘ elapled ; and therefore, without 
“ lome realbnable Security that he 
really intended it, he could come 
‘‘ into no Agreement for a Sufpen- 
lion of Arms.; but whenever he 
Ihould be empowered to treat for 
“ both, he would moll gladly go 
more, than half way to meet him, 
and not only agree on luch, Mea- 
fures as might put an End to the 

prclent 
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prefent DifFerences, but which 
‘‘ might reftore and cultivate a good 
“ Underftanding between both Na- 
“ tions, which no Body more ar- 
“ dently wiflied for, than he did.” 

This was an adventurous Proceed- 
ing in the Admiral; for his Inftruc- 
tions from England direded him to 
come to a Sulpenfion of Arms with 
Spam, without (laying for (ettling the 
Terms of Evacuation, which might 
take up time. But his Penetration 
(liewed him, that if a Sufpenfion took 
Place at Sea, the Spaniards might in- 
troduce what Succours and troops 
they pleafed into the Ifland,- which 
would unravel all they had been do- 
ing, and if any Interruption happen- 
ed in the Negotiatibns on foot, put 
the Spaniards in a better State of pro- 
fecuting the War, and perhaps pro- 
trad it another Year. Their lace 
had made him jealous of 
''their Artifices, feeing them lay hold 

of 
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of every Advantage to evade the Eva- 
cuation of the Ifland, which this Se- 
paration would encourage, and ren- 
der the way to Peace more diftanc 
and difficult. He determined there- 
fore, as the Convention for a Cefla- 
tion of Arms at Sea, figned at the 
Bague the ifjth Fdmarjj left him a 
Liberty of treating as he thought pro- 
per, to remain united to the Germans, 
which he prudently faw, was the 
quickeft Way to bring the Spaniards 
to a Compliance, and to come into 
real Meafures for the Evacuation of 
the Ifland. The Event juftified his 
Precaution, and his Condud receiv- 
ed at home the Approbation it de- 
fer ved. 

The March of the ImperiaUJis had 
made the Spaniards change the Situa- 
tion of their Camp, which they 
pitched acrofs the Plain before Fa- 
lermo, extending their left to Mont^ 
Caputo^ and their Right to the Sea near"^ 
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the’ Mole of Pakrmoj the whole Ar- 
my being under the Cannon of that 
City, and having ftrong Entrench- 
ments before them, lined with 49 
pieces of Cannon. They were pro- 
vided with Plenty of all things, and 
{eemcd determined to Hand the Fate 
of a Battlew The Germans encamped 
on the fame Plain in the Front of 
the Enemy, and within a Mile and 
a half diftance, with their Right at 
the foot of the Mountains from 
whence they had delcended, and their 
Left reaching to Monte Fekp’ino nozt 
the Sea-fide, the Artillery and Bag- 
gage being arrived in their Camp by 
the way of Sferra Cavallo. Count 
pe Mercy feeing hirafelf ftraitencd in 
Room, and under (fifficulty of fub- 
fifting, whilft the Enemy plundered 
and enriched themfelves with the 
Spoils of a Couiitry they were quickly 
^ abandon, he determined to bring 
/ Matters to an Engagement as foon as 

poffible. 
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poffiblc. In Order to it, his Scheme 
was to endeavour to get Pofleffion 
of the Mole, by which means he 
Ihould flank the Enemy, and oblige 
them either to come to a Battle with 
difadvantage, or elfe to retire to T^r- 
Tnifiim For this purpofe he detached 
Baron on the 2.<>th with fix 

Companies of Grenadiers to diflodge 
the Enemy from Come Polls which 
they had fortified on the Sea- fide; 
and to facilitate the fame, fent Baron 
de ffitgenau with fix other Compa- 
nies of Grenadiers to feize on Monte 
PelegYinot At the fame time the Ad- 
miral detaching three Ships, to can- 
nonade the Polls on the Sea-fide, 
their Fire made the Spaniards abandon 
them, and the' Imperialijls took Pof- 
feflion of them without any Lofs. 
Thele Advantages confirmed Count 
Ve Mercy in his Refolution to pufli 
his point that way, and haviag 
the neceflary difpofitions, the n^ 

day 
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day lie caufed to be attacked a Calline 
that flood a little diflance from the 
Enemy’s Trenches, but ftrongly for- 
tified with Lines ind fbme Cannon, 
drawing out his whole Army at the 
fame time in order of Battle, in cafe 
the Enemylhould come out of their 
Camp to fupport it. The Lines 
were fbon taken, but the Caffine was 
not carried ’till after a 'very vigorous 
Defence of above an Hour, where- 
in theO^m^mr had about 140 Men 
killed or wounded, among the for- 
mer a Prince of Anhalt, and Lieute- 
nant General Sechndorf wounded in 
the Shoulders. On the ad May, a- 
bout two in the Afternoon, the Wea- 
ther being very hot, and the Syanip 
Guard taking a according to 

the Cuflom of that Nation, the Ger- 
mans furprizcd a Redoubt near the 
Enemy’s Lines, ’‘■entring the fame 
wj|hou«^ firing a Shot, and pu filing 
■die Spaniards out with their Bayo- 
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nets in their pieces. The Marquis 4? 
Lede being informed of it, rofe froin 
Table, and ordered the Army to be 
immediately drawn outi in order to 
retake that Fortificatioiii which com- 
manded the whole Line of the Camp. 

On the other Hand, Count 
cv being determined to maintain his 
hold, both Armies were in Motion 
and juft on the Point of Engaging, 
when fortunately a Courier arriving 
in the very Inftant ftom Spam in a 
, Felucca, delivered to the Marquis a 
Packet, containing full Powers rrom 
the King of spam to treat fnd agree 
about the Evacuation of the Illands 
of Sicily and Sardinia, and the Tran- 
fportation of the Army into Spm, 
The Marquis Upon this drew oft his 
Army, and fent Letters by a Truni- 
net to the General and Admiral, to 
Inform them of his Orders. The 
next Morning early, the Adcoiral.^ 

pairing to the German Camp, Ofti-^ 
* ° ^:cers‘ 
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cers were appointed on each Side to 
treat of the Suipenfion of Arms, and 
to regulate the manner of Evacuating 
both Illandsj and Conventions were 
drawn up for that purpofe, and fign- 
ed, that for on the <jth Majj 
and that for Sardmia two days after. 

In purfiiance of thefe Conventions, 
the Germans were put in Polleffion of 
Palermo and the Citadel of Cafiel- 
amare the l oth, and xkt Spamjk Ar- 
my marched to Termini^ a Sea -Port, 
about X 5 Miles diftant, from whence 
the firfl: Embarkation confifting of 
about I zooo Foot and 600 Horfe, 
failed the % oth June for Barcelona ; 
and the Remainder arrived at the 
fame Place the a 5 th Auguji follow- 
ing. 

Nothing now remained to be 
done, but to put the Duke of Sanjoy 
in PofTeffion of the Ifland of Sar- 
in order to which four Bac- 
^ talions of Piedmontefe Troops em- 
barked 


19 ^ 
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barked at Palermo under the Corn- 
mand of Baron St. Remi, and iailed 
under the Convoy of jfonie Englijb 
Men of War to Cagliariy where the 
Admiral arriving fo foon as he had 
fettled all Affairs in he affift- 

ed at the Gonferencesj .with the Mi- 
nifters and Generals of the feveral 
Powers concerned, wherein was re- 


gulated the Manner of furrendering . 
the Ifland by the Spanijh Viceroy to 
the Emperor, and the Cefhon of 
the fame from the Emperor to the 
Duke of Sofvoy^ sxidj at the Inftance 
of this Prince, the Admiral did not 
depart, till he had feen the whole 
fully executed, the Spanijh Troops 
returned into Spainy and the Duke 
of Sa-voy put into quiet PofTeflion of 
his new Kingdom. 

Thus ended the War of Sicily y 
wherein the Fleet ©f Great-Britain 
bore fb illuflrious a Part, thas--tlKL 
Fate of the Ifland was wholly go- X: 

verned 
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Veriied by its Operations, both Coiil-^ 
petitors agreeing, that the one could 
not have conc|uefed, nor the other 
have been fubdued, without it. Ne^ 
ver was any Service conduced in all 
it’s Parts with greater Zeal, Adivi- 
ty and Judgement, nor was ever 
the Brkip Flag in To high Reputa- 
tion and Refped in thofe diftanc 
Parts of Bur op. The late King^ 

who had named the Admiral for that 
Expedition, and knew his Abilitiesj 
ufed to lay to his Minifters, when 
they apply ed for Inftrudhons to be 
fent to him for his Guidance on cer- 
tain important Occafions, that he 
would fend him none, for he knew 
how to ad without any j and indeed 
all the Mcafures he totsk abroad were 
fo exad and juft, as to fquare with 
the Councils and Plan of Policy at 
home. The Caufe of the Emperor 
beipgJaecome the Caufe of his Maf 
rtij he ferved the Interefts of that 
^ O Prince 
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Prince with a Zeal and Fidelity ’that , 
flood a Pattern to his own Subjeds. 
He lived in fnch Harmony with 
the Imperial Vice-roys and Generals, 
as has been feldom feen among Fel- 
low Subjeds united in Command, 
th? Want of which has proved the 
Ruin of many important Expedi- 
tions. He was incapable of per- 
forming his Duty in a cold or neg- 
ligent Manner, and when any Ser- 
vice was committed to his Manage- 
ment, he devoted his whole Time 
and Application to it ; nor could 
any Fatigue or Indifpofition of Bo- 
dy ever divert or interrupt his At- 
tention from any Point that requir- 
ed prefent Difpatch. To this it 
might be in great Meafure owing, 
that he was never unfortunate in 
any Undertaking, nor mifcarried 
in any Service to was entrufted ‘ 
to his Diredion. For whoever- 3jqll 
tracQ upwards to the Springs and 

Caufes ’ 
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Caufes of Publick or private EventSj 
fliall find (except where the imme- 
diate Finger of Providence is vifi- 
ble) that what is ufiially called llb 
Luck, is generally the Effed of 
NegligencCj or Imprudence. He al- 
ways proceeded upon folid Principles^ 
and left nothing to Fortune, that 
could be accompliftied by Forefight, 
and Application. His Firmnefi and 
plain Dealing were lb apparent to 
the Foreigners who treated with him 
upon Bufinefi, that it contrihuted 
much to the Dilpatch and Succefi of 
his Tranfadions with them *, for they 
could depend upon what he laid, and" 
as they law he ufed no Arts or Chi- 
canes himfelf, and had too dilccrn-^ 
ing a Spirit to fuifer them to pafi 
imoblerved in others, they often 
found it their '-beft Policy to leave' 
Interefts in his Hands and^ 
■ Management, being very fure d£ a 
moft impartial and piindual Perfor- 
Da taaneg 
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mance of ■whatever he engaged m. 
His Reputation was fo thoroughly 
eftabhOied in this particular, to ra 
the ftequent Difputes and Alterca^ 
dons which atofe between the Sa- 
and Gemms in the Coutle 
of the War, and between the latter 
and the Stani^ds at the Condufion 
of it, wheW httle Faith or Confi- 
dence was given to the Pronaifes or 
Affeverations of each other, he was 

the common Umpire between them, 

always ftemming and oppofing any 
extr/vagant or unjull Demands 
(which the over-bearing Temper of 
the Getwan General was very apt to 
fiifrnell, where he had the fupmor 
hand) and reconciling, “ much ^ 
poffible, the Violences of Wat^, with 
Sie Rules of Honour and Juftice. 
When he departed ffom Italy to at- 
tend Ins late Majefty at HiiSEWn 
the King among many gracious fa- 

pteffions, told him, that he had 

* rniind 
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found out the Secret of obliging his 
Enemies as well as Friends, and that 
the Court of Spin had mentioned 
with great Acknowledgement his fair 
and friendly Behaviour in the Provi- 
jiion of Tranfports and other Necef 
{aries for the Embarkation of their 
Troops, and in proteding them 
from many Vexations and Oppref- 
fions that had been attempted. No 
wonder, that a Man endowed with 
fuch Talents and fuch a Difpofition, 
left behind him in Italy], and other 
Foreign Parts, the Charader of a 
great Soldier, an able Statefman, and 
an honeft Man. 

To give fome Defcription of his 
Perlbn, he was of a llender Con- 
ftitudon, but well Yupplyed with 
Spirits, which did not dilplay them- 
felves Co much in Gaiety of Conver- 
fttion (for he was* modeft in his Na- 
turef)~a 3 in Adivity in all the Duties 
-and Fundions of Life or Bufmefs, 
O 5 in 
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in which he was indefatigable, ahdj 
by a continued Habit of Induftry, 
had hardned and inured a Body, 
not naturally ftrong, to Patience of 
any Fatigue, He had made no 
great Proficiency in School-Learning 
(which the early Age of going to Sea 
feldom admits of) but his great Dili- 
gence, joined with excellent natu- 
ral Parts, and a juft Senle of Ho- 
nour, made him capable of conduc- 
ting difficult Negotiations and Com- 
miffions with proper Dignity and 
Addrefi. , In his younger days he 
was both in the Sea and Land Ser- 
vice, being an Officer of Foot in 
the Garriffin of Tangier, but pre- 
ferring the Sea, he was (bon diftin-^ 
guifhed and favoured by that great 
Seaman Admiral (afterwards 

Earl of Orford) who made him his 
firft Captain at the*' Age of twenty 
nine, a Poft equal iii Ranfe-^ a 
Rear-Admiral, and by Degrees he’ 

arrived 
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arr^ed to be a Commiffioner of 
the Admiralty, and firfb Admiral 
of the Fleet, in which Quality he 
commanded in the War of Smly. 

On his repairing to Hanover , his 
late Majefty was pleafed to exprels 
his Regard to his eminent Services, 
by making him Treafurer of the Na- 
vy, and Rear-Admiral of Great- 
Britain j and foon after a Privy Coun- 
fellor, and Peer of Great-Britainj 
with the Title of Vifcount Torripg- 
ton-y and ‘afterwards Knight of rhe 
Bath, upon the Revival of that Or- 
der. When his prelent Majefty came 
to the Crown, he was pleafed to 
place him at the Head of his naval 
Affairs, as firft Lord CommilEoner 
of the Admiralty, ’ in which high 
Station he died in the Year 1735, 
in the 70th Year of his Age. 



Instructions for our Trufy and 
Well helowed Sir George Byng 
Kjiight and Baronet, ‘whom nve have 
appointed to command our Fleet nowj 
going to the Mediterranean. Given 
. at our Court at Kenfington the 26 th 
Bay of May 1718, in the Fourth 
Tear of our Feign. 


HERE AS the Crown of 
Great- Britain by the ieve- 
ral Treaties made at U- 
trecht the 14th day of 
March 1715 NS, with the Empe- 
ror and the late moft Chriftian King, 
became oblieed to fee an exadb Ob- 
fervation of the Arniiftice and Neu^ 
trality then eftabliftied in Italy, and 
was Guarantee for the full Pe|j^- 
mance of ih? Stipulations at that • 

Time 
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Time folemnly agreed to on that 
head ; And whereas by a Treaty made 
between us and our good Brother 
the Emperor of Germany at Wefl- 
mmjler the a 5th day of May lyKT, 
We ftand engaged to aihift, main- 
tain and defend him in the Poflef- 
fion of all the Kingdoms, Provinces 
and Rights, which he then actually 
enjoyed in Europe ; And whereas the 
Catholick King hath in an hoftile 
Manner invaded the Territories be- 
longing to the faid Emperor, and Ky 
Force of Arms hath taken from him 
the Ifland and Kingdom of $arSnm, 
and is ftill making great and warlike 
Preparations for carrying on his De- 
figns further againft the other Domi- 
nions belonging to his Imperial Ma- 
jefty in Italy, contrary to the Tenor 
of the aforefaid Treaties : And 
whereas fmee this unhappy Rupture, 
Wey^as a Friend to both Parties, have 
not ccafed to employ our belt Offi- 
ces 


A P T E N D I X:. ■ 

CCS in order to acconitnodate Ihe 
Differ ences, and put an End to this 
War, which, if continued, will en- 
danger the publick Tranquillity of 
the reft of Europe. And whereas We 
have made particular and earneft In- 
ftances with our good Brother the 
King of Spain, that he would confent 
to a Su^nfion of Arms, during 
which the Negotiations for Peace 
might be more eaftly and eftedually 
carried on ; And whereas his laid 
Catholick Majefty hath appeared to 
Us not averfe to the fufpending his 
further Enterprizes, and thereby jfa- 
cilitating our good Offices towards 
a happy Accommodation ; We there- 
fore for the better fulfilling the feve- 
ral Engagements* we lie under by the 
Treaties aforementioned, and for 
promoting, in the beft and moft ef- 
iedual manner, the meafures that 
may tend to the bringing abouuan 
entire Reconciliation and perfetft- 

Friendfliip 
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Friendfliip between the faid Parties 
now engaged in War, and thereby 
putting a Stop to the fatal Confe- 
quences, which might otherwife en- 
fue from thcfe Hoftilities, have 
thought it jhc and neceffary for the 
purpofes afore6.id, and for the 
Wellfare of Europe in General, to 
fend a ftrong Fleet of our Ships of 
War into the Mediterranem under 
your Command. 

II. You are therefore, upon the Re- 
ceipt of thefe our Inftru^lions, forth- 
with to proceed to the Mediterranean 
with our faid Fleet, and being arrived 
in the StreightSj you fliall immediate- 
ly give Notice to the Catholick 
King, by our Minifter refiding at 
his Court, of your Arrival in thofe 
Seas, and that you arc inftru^ted in 
our Name to promote all Meafures, 
that may beft: dontribute to the com- 
posing the Differences, that arc ari- 
fen between him and the Emperor. 

HI. You 
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III. You ftiall from thence with- 
out loft of Time, Wind and Wea- 
ther permitting, proceed to Portma- 
hon, and being arrived there, you 
fliall by Expreffes give Advice of the 
ftme to the Vice- Roy of the King- 
dom of Naples, and to the Governor 
of the Dutchy of Milan, and let 
them know the Purport of your In- 
ftrudions, that you are come with 
our Fleet into thofe Parts to make 
good our Treaties with the Emperor, 
and to hinder the further Violation of 
the fame by the Arms of the Ca- 
thoiick King; and to that End you 
will hold a Correfpondcnce with the 
ftid Vice-roy and Governor during 
your Stay in the Mediterranean, and 
let them know, that you are to take 
Meafures, in Concert with them, for 
preventing any further. Breach of the 
Neutrality of Italy, which by our 
Treaty we are obliged to fee prefef?- 
fid i and as you may probably at Poru 

mahon 
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mahon get the heft Intelligence of the 
Preparations and Proceedings both of 
the Imperialijls md the Spaniards, you 
will accordingly take iiich Stations 
with our Fleet under your Command, 
as may be moft proper to obftrudt any 
new Hoftilities, and to put thefe our 
InftrucSIions in Execution. 

IV. And as a Sufpenhon of Arms, 
and a Forbearance of all Aiff s of Hof- 
tility on each fide in thofe Parts,, is ab- 
Iblutely neceiTary for the Jetting, on 
foot and concluding the proper Ne- 
gotiations of Peace, you are according- 
ly to make Inftances with both Parties 
to ccafe from ufing any further Adts of 
Hoftility. But in Cafe the Spaniards 
do ftill infill with their Ships of War 
and Forces to attack the Kingdom of 
Naples, .or other the Territories of the 
Emperor in Italy, or to land in any 
Parc of Italy, wjiicli can only be with 
a defign to invade the Emperor’s Do- 
minions, againft whom only they 
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have declared War by invading Sat- 
dinia ^ or if they fhould endeavour to 
make themfelves Matters of the King- 
dom of SmIj, which mutt be with a 
defign to invade the Kingdom of* 
Naples, in fuch Cafe you are, with all 
your Power, to hinder and obttrud: 
the fame. But if it fliould lb happen, 
that at ^ur Arrival with our Fleet un- 
der your Command in the Mediter-> 
ranean, the Spaniards fliould already 
have landed any Troops in Italy in 
order to invade the Emperor’s Terri- 
tories, you fliall endeavour amicably 
to dittiiade them from perfevering in 
ttich an Attempt, and oner them your 
Afiiftancc to help them to withdraw 
their Troops, and put an End to all 
further A<tts of 'Hoftility. But in 
Cafe thefe your friendly Endeavours 
fliould prove inettedual, you fliall, by 
keeping Company with, or intercept^ 
ing their Ships or Convoy, or, it it 
be neceflary, by openly oppofing 
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them, defend the Emperor’s Territo- 
ries from any further Attempts. 

V. And whereas We have thought 
it for our Service, to fend four Batta- 
lions of our Forces on Board our Fleet 
under your Command j upon your 
Arrival at our Town of Portmahon, 
you are to put the laid four Battalions 
on shore there, to relieve the Garrilbns 
in our Illand of Minorca^ and you are 
to take the faid Garrifons on Board our 
Ships of War, in order to employ the 
fame in filch manner and according to 
fuch Inftrudions, as you fliall receive 
from Us. 

VI. And whereas We have thought 
fit to recall our Trufty and Well-be- 
loved Charles Cornwall^ Eiq; whom we 
had appointed our Plenipotentiary for 
concluding a Peace with the Moors, 
and have empowered you to renew 
that Negotiation, you are therefore 
to dilpofe of the Ships now under the 
'Command of the feid Vice-Admiral 

Cornwall, 
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Cornwall, and employ the whole Scjiia^ 
dron, orany part thereofj in theman- 
fliall judge molt proper for 
promoting the feveral refpedive Ser- 
vices, wherein you are employed in 
‘^tMedkenanean, 

G. R. 


Mr. Secretary Ck A g o’s Letter to 
the Admiral. 

Cockpit, May 2 7th O. i”. 1 7 1 8 »- 

s r R, 

I Inclofe to you his Majefty’s In- 
ftrudions, as well with relation to 
your Condud in the Mediterra- 
nearii as to the Treaty with the Moorsi 
After what paffed yefterday be- 
tween my Lord Sunderland, my Lord 
Stanhope, You and Me, when we 
were together at Lord Stanhope’s 
Lodgings, there remains nothing 
for me but to wifli you a good 
and good Succeft in your - 

.Un- 


Voyage, 
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Unclertakings. I do it very hearti- 
ly, and am with great Truth, 

SIR, 

Tourmft Obeiient 

Humble Servant. 

J. CrA G GSf. 


lExtraB of a Letter from Etir/ Stanhope 
to the AdmkaU 

B AY o E, September zd 1 718. 

B Eing arrived here laft Night in Ex 
days from I do, in pur- 

fuance of the Commands I have from 
His Majefry, take tkis firil Opportu- 
nity of acquainting you, that nothing 
has pafled at Madrid, which fhould 
divert you from purfuing the Inftruc- 
tions you have. 

If the News, which 1 learn at 
iBayme, that the Citadel of Meffna is 
taken, be not tfue, or if,, notwith- 
Handing that the Spafiiards have that 
Port, their Fleet by contrary Winds, 
P or 
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or any other Accident, Ihould not 
have got triio the Harbour, and that 
you nave an Opportunity of attack- 
ing them, I am perfwaded you will 
not let {uch an Occafion flip, and I 
agree perfedly in Opinion with what 
is recommended to you by Mr. Secre- 
tary Cra^s, that the firft Blow you 
give, ihould, if poflible, be decifive. 

The two great Objeds which I 
think we ought to have in View are to 
deftroy their Fleet, if poflible, and to 
preferve fuch a Footing in Sicily y as 
may enable us to Land an Army 
there. 


Copy 


LIST of the Britijh Fleet under the Command Of Sir George Byng^ in the Adtion off of CaJ)e Pajfaro in Sicily 

in the Year 1718. 


Captains 


Men Guns 


2 Barjleur. 

3 Shrewsbury,. 
Dorfetjhin, 
Burfordi 
EJfex. 
Graftea, 
Lenox. 
Bredah, 
Orford. 

Kent. 

Boyd Oak. 
Captain. 
Canterbury. 
Dreadnought, 
Bippon. 
Superbe. 
Rupert. 
Dunkirk. 
Montague. 
Rocbejier. 
^rgyl. 


80 
80 

440 I 70 

4iibj 70 
70 


To be plac’d 







L I ST oi Sfimfi Fleet in die A^ioii olF q£ Cape Pajaro in the Year 1718, under the Command of 

, “Don Ckftamta, including two Ships which were amongft thofe that Captain Walton deftroy’d on 

the 0»ft of Sicily. 


, 

' ' ; ’ Ships 

Capains 

Men 

Guns 



Si. PMkp the R(yaL 


650 

74 

Admix&l Cafaneta. Taken, 


Prime of JJlttrias. 


55^ 

70 

Rear-Admiral Taken. 


’Pbe Royal. 


400 

60 

Rear-Admiral Mari. Taken. 


St. Lewis. 


400 

60 

Rear-Admiral Efcaped. 


St, FerSnand. 


400 

60 

Rear-Admiral C0W»2oc/J‘. Efcapedi 

Sunk afterwards in Mejfma Mole. 


St. Carhs. 

Prince De Chalay. 

400 

60 

Taken. 


SanSa IfiJ>ella. 

Don Andrez Rezio. 

400 

60 

Taken. 


SanSt'a Rofa. 

Hon jlntonio Gonfalez. 

400 

60 

Taken. 


St. John Baftifi. 

Don Francifeo Gerrera. 

400 

60 

Efcaped. 


St. Peter. 

Don Antonio Arifaga. 

400 

60 

fifcaped. Afterwards loft in the Gulph of “tarenlso. 


Pearl. 

Don Gabriel Alderete. 

300 

50 

Efcaped. , 


"• *• ■* , -. «• « 


300 

50 

Burnt. 


St. Ifidro. 

Don Manml vile Ficentia. 

300 

46 

Taken. 


L' Efperamta. 

Don Juan Delfino Borlandine. 

300 

46 

Burnt. : \ 


Volante. 

Don Antonio Efeudera. 

300 

44 

Taken, 




300 

44 

Burnt. 


Hermiona. 

Don Rodrigo de “Lorres. 

300 

44 

Efcaped. Sunk afterwards in MeJJind Mole. 

J .. 

Porcupine. 

A Frenchman. 

250 

44 

•Efcaped. 


Surprize. 

Don Michel Saday., Knight of Malta. 

250 

3^! 

Taken. 


Juno. 

Don Pedro Moyana. 

250 

36 

Taken, 


La Galera. • 

Don Francifeo Aherera. • ■ 

200 

30; 

Efcaped, 


La Cejiilla. 

Don Francifco Leanio, Knightof Malta. 

200 

301 

Efcaped. 


Count de 'Lholoufe. 

Don Jdfeph Jocom. fi 

200 

30: 

Efcaped. Taken vn Mejfina Mole. 


Tyger. 

Don - - - - Covaigne. 

240 

26 

Taken. 


Eagle. 

Don Lucas Mafnata. . 

240 

24 

Taken. 


St. Francis Areres.' 


100 

22 

Efcaped. 


Little St. Ferdinand. 

150 

20 

Efcaped. 


Little St. John. 

Don Ignatio Valevale. 

150 

20 

Efcaped. Taken afterwards. 


Arrotv. 

Don Juan Papajena, 

I op 

8830 

18 

1284 

Efcaped. 


There were Seven Gallics, which arc of great ufe in 

i Battk 

efpecially in calm, Weather. 
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Copy of the King’s Letter to the Ad- 
miral, written by his own Hand, 

Monfieur le Chevalier Byng. 
f'^^oy jen^aye pas encore ref eu de 

nios nouwlles en droiture, fay ap- 
pris la ViUoire fue la Fldtte a rempertie 
fous ^os Ordresy ^ je rt ay pas ‘voulu 
•vous differer le Contentement ipie man ap^ 
probation de ^otre Conduite uous powrroit 
donner. je worn en remercky ^ je 
Souhaite que vous en temoigmez ma fatis-' 
faBim d tousles haws gens qui fe font 
dyiinguez dans cette occafon. Le Se~ 
cretaire d'Etat Cragge a Ordre. de wus 
informer plus au long de mes intentionsy 
mats fay wulu wus ajfeurer moy memo 
que fe fuis, Monjieur k Chevalier Byng, 

VotrebonAmy, 

George R_ 

A' Hampton-Court c« 23 d’Aout lyiS. 

p 1 Copy 




_ — ^ — 

Copy of the Emperor’s Letter to 
the Admiral, written by his own 
hand. 

"W/WOnJseur Amival ^ Che^valier 
Xt’A Byng. Y ay regeu avec heaucoup 
dc Sa^ is faUion de Joye par Je port eur de 

cePtf. cy (a ‘votre du i d’Aout. ^and 
je fceus ^ue metis etiexnoifHme de JaJHa- 
'jxfiiieP^oymotremaitre pour commander fa 
T:. lib dc-ns la MediterraneCy je conceus 
P, cin:Y'l ts=utes les homes efperances. Le 
» Susces pourtant les a enquelqm 
yu-.'-ikre Vous amez en cette 

ccisfiti dome des preumes. dune makur, 
cmddtte^ Zek pour la commune caufe 

ti'h pfigulier y la gloke qui mous en refulte 
efl hicn grande, mats aujji en run moin- 
dre ma recQimoiffance, comme mous I'ex^ 
ptisuera plus le Comte de Hamilton. Comp- 
/iK fur la continuation de ma re- 

caY;..jfiUice ^ de mdn AffeBion enmers ' 
spoils., pfiivnt Dieu qud mms ait en fa Saint e , 

• A Vienne ce imeOBohre 17 1 8.V 

4^'4 'L. . Ai) $ S* ■ ■ ^ 

copT",- 
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Copy of a Letter from the great Mat 
ter of the Houlhold of the Queen 
Denmark, to the Admiral. 

S A Majejle la Reine m’a Ordonnee die 
SaluerJ^Stre Excellence de faparttrh 
gracieufement, etdelUj^ M 
qmr en mime tems la ^ande^fort que Sa 
Majejle prend d la glorkafe ^ complette 
ViBoire que la Flotte Angloife ait empor- 
tie fous le Commandement de Votre Excel- 
lence 'fur celle des EJpagnols. Sa Ma- 
jejle la Reine en ejl d’autant plus fenjihle, 
puiffu’ Elk a eiie I ant age ^ la Sa- 
tisfaBion lannie paffee decannoitre ‘votre 
Excellence plus particulierement. Four 
mon particulier, Jen f elicit e par eillement 
Votre Excellence, luy fouhaitantle mime 
honheur en toutes les occajtons ^ rencon- 
tres, quand il S’ agit de comlattve aiiec 
Son Ennemi, ou ceux qui sveulent trouhler 
y jk tepos puhlique. Taj Ihonneur d’itre 

avec 


it \ 

314 JP FEND IX.- 

aq;ec heaucouj^ de refpeB ^ conjtdersh 
tion. 

Monsieur, 

de Votre Excellence 

A' Copcnhague le tres humble & tres 

ce z6 Sept. 1 718. Obei%t Secyitcur, 

Munich. 


Copy of a Letter from the Emperor 
to the Admiral 

TV /f Onfaur^yngAmiraldECmmndant 
A. en C^fdc I’Efcadre de fa MajeJiS 
hntanntque dans la men Mediterrane \ 
Par les Kep'efentatims du Comte de Gallas 
mm ConfeilLr dEtat Vice~roy ^ Capi- 
taine Genival auEoyaume de Naples, ^ 

' du Comte de Meroi Commandant en Chef 
mes Troupes en Sidle, jai ete infomii du 
Projet au ^uel par ^otre Zele ^ a&hite 
on amoit travaille, pour terminer d'au- 
tant plus tot aniec Succis la guerre, en 
Sidle, par kfiel on concluoit, epue le 

moyen 




■j 


R«, 


. 
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inc^en plus feur phsfirmti etoltieii- 
^bytf au Mt %oyaiMe mes Troupes im~ 
periaks dejlmees ^ fe^tteprife de Sar- 
ddpne. Comm les raifms fui perfua- 
dent texecutidn du Projet comknneni 
en m^me terns d I’Ohfer^vdnce du Trah 
ti de le ^i^adxuple Alliance f ^ fse 
nm feulement. ne-^e^ent ■ point dif- 


ficile tattaque de la 


mats. 


au contraire, elks en fadlitent p expe- 
dition reglee par le dtt Traite, fai jugi 
con^enahle aapprowver le fus dit Pro- 
Jet. Ainji pendant que man cher Frere 
le Roy de la grande Bretagne^ ^ la 
CouP de Paris, njont itre mformez par 
les Couriers Extraordinaires, que je lews 
ai fait depicher, des raifons qui mt 
bUipi de Suwre les. ads portez dans 
le Projet, je meuX que njous Soyez af- 
feure par cette lettre de la SatisfaBion 
que jai de I Amour dr Zele que, par %'os 
Conjeils, *vous aitez fait paroitre dans 
cette rencontre, foit pour t acoancement 
dr prorres de la Caufe commune, foit 

pour 
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pour les Interets ^ Attachement ^ 
Perfonm Imperiale, 3“ 
fon. C'eji pour cts ratfonsi pour 
topinm jufie & a^antagmfe fie f at de 
wotre amour ewvers moi, ^ de f$tre 
Sage Conduke, fie dans toutes les Occa- 
fions fe vous dmnerai des MarfieydeirKm 
AfeSion, demonEfBme^ ^‘duhonSou- 
cvenirque fat deySermcesfie^ousnParuez. 
rendus. -K? Monpeur Byng Amtral 
^ Commandant enChef de VEfcadre de 


diterranee, Vieu vous ait feus fa Same 
Garde, A Vienne ce deuxieme Amt mih 

te Sept cent dixneufe A 

Char,i.es. 

De Vilana Berks- 





